In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.
Genesis 1:1
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MIC, a band from South Africa, brings the crowd to its feet.

Creation Fest 2003

Danny felt himself drawn to the front of the
stage, like metal to a magnet. A magniﬁcent
sunset settled to his right as the moon rose
over a nearby farmhouse. The young Englishman had dabbled in Christianity for the
past two years, but he had never fully committed himself to the God of the Bible.
Although generally accepting of the Gospel
message, the book of Genesis had compromised Danny’s British schooling and his
understanding of the theory of evolution.
“Where does the Bible stop telling fairy
tales like the Garden of
Eden and begin telling the
truth?” he had wondered
before. He had also questioned what Adam’s sin and
the fall of mankind had to
do with him personally.

Smithﬁeld’s Tim Chaddick (left) plays lead guitar as singer Charlo Brodersen gets vertical lift.

Missionaries plow hard soil
in the British Isles, teaching
that the Bible is God-breathed
and accurate in every detail.
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Creation Fest 2003

Thirteen days of rain
preceded the event; yet,
on August 1, brilliant
English sunshine broke
through the dark gray
clouds as Creation Fest
2003 got underway.
Clear blue skies blessed
the event—an answer to
the many prayers offered
in the days before.
Doug Keen, left, youth pastor of Calvary Harrogate, shares with Danny, who had
felt God’s presence the night before. The young man committed his life to Christ.

So God created man in His own image;
in the image of God He created him;
male and female He created them.
Genesis 1:27

His doubts were addressed
by Bible teachers between
the musical performances at
Creation Fest. In a nearby
tent, creation scientists
and pastors gave seminars
demonstrating the truth
of Genesis. They skillfully
disputed the basic tenets of
evolution and showed clear
evidence of the Bible’s inerrancy.

had permeated his life. He
understood that only the
blood of Jesus Christ could
pay for his sin and allow
him to approach a holy
God.
“I fell down on the ground
and buried my face in
the grass,” Danny said. “I
began to sob uncontrollably, something that had
never happened in my life
before.” Counselors rushed
to his side to pray for him.
“It frightened me when I
realized that I had always
only accepted God on my
terms,” Danny continued.
“As I cried, I pleaded with
God to forgive me. I prayed

Feeling struck by a lightning bolt of truth, Danny
comprehended how sin
Creation Fest volunteers were able to enjoy the performances.

story continues on page 34
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Julissa Neely

Give unto the Lord the glory due to His name;
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.
Psalm 29:2

The Kry’s Jean-Luc Lajoie

London’s M.O.D. Efrem Buckle and Robert Prendergast

Singer/Songwriter Cathy Burton
Mark Doohan from Supervision
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Neal Wilson from the band “Steve”

Creation Fest 2003

Smithﬁeld’s Tim Chaddick and Charlo

The moon bounce was part of the
entertainment for the children.

Creation Fest 2003

But will God indeed
dwell with men
on the earth?
Behold, heaven and
the heaven of
heavens
cannot contain You.
How much less
this temple which
I have built!
2 Chronicles 6:18

to receive God’s only Son as my Savior and accepted the gift He had given when He died
on the cross for my sins.”
While Danny dedicated his life to the God of the Bible, the Christian band, The Kry,
played in the background, closing the ﬁrst evening of the festival. They were one of a
dozen Christian musical groups, including bands from South Africa, Britain, and the
U.S. that sang of the Gospel message in the lush, green countryside of Woolacombe.

Graham Walton, CC York, tests the skatepark

before the festival begins. He shared with the youngsters how the Lord of the Bible had created the earth as it shows in Genesis.

Making the Connection
Graham Walton, from CC York, momentarily shut down activity at the skateboarding park he had helped build for the
Creation Fest. Over a hundred youngsters
had come to skate or watch. The skaters
appreciated his abilities—considering him
one of them.

The construction crew prays for many lives to be touched during the event.

“Do any of you think there is any possibility that this skateboard could have come
together randomly?” Graham asked as he
held the brightly designed board up high
for all to see. Several teenage boys shook
their heads.
People of all ages turned up for the festival and to enjoy the activities.
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Woolacombe, on the southwestern coast of
England, was the site of the Creation Fest.
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The new fellowship had grown nicely for this
part of England. Other nearby churches had
come to Phil’s aid to assist in this massive
Christian outreach, unimaginable before in
this part of England. An outdoor amphitheatre on the oceanfront had been adequate
for last year’s festival but was deemed too
small for current and future events.

Graham went on to explain how sin had come into the
world, creating a gulf between man and God. Jesus Christ,
the Son of God, was sent into the world to live a sinless life,
to show people how to live, and to die on the cross to pay
the penalty for our sin.
“I want you to know that Jesus rose from the grave and is
alive right now. He loves you, but you need to take a step of
faith and ask Him to be your Savior so you can spend eternity with Him in heaven after you die,” said Graham. After
the skating recommenced, several young teens cautiously
approached throughout the day to ask how they could be
certain to have eternal life.

Phil organized a dozen musical groups, a Each person stafﬁng the event was blessed to
massive covered stage, and free games for be there. Most of those involved had never
the children. He arranged for skateboard been to England before and were amazed at
ramps, a soccer cage, parking, food, camp- its beauty. The greater joy for them, howing, and portable toilets. Besides the local ever, came from seeing lives changed for the
churches, CC Costa Mesa and CC Fort kingdom of God.
Lauderdale sent teams to assist in running
the event. Graham Wathen, from the CC
Bible College in Vajta, Hungary, came six
months before to help with preparations.

Jean-Luc Lajoie and thebandwithnoname’s chip K entertain the
crowd in the Acoustic Café.

Proclaiming the Authority of the Word
Phil Pechonis, pastor of CC Woolacombe, directed the
festival preparations. God had laid it upon his heart to proclaim the authority of God’s Word by reaching out to the
kids through Christian music.
Three years earlier, Phil, his wife, Megan, and their children,
were sent out by their home church of CC Fort Lauderdale
to start a fellowship. Phil had been in the surﬁng industry,
and Woolacombe is a premier resort town with a strong
surﬁng/skateboarding subculture.

When I consider Your
heavens, the work of Your
ﬁngers, the moon and
the stars, which You have
ordained, what is man that
You are mindful of him,
and the son of man that
You visit him?
Psalm 8:3-4
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The English crowd was encouraged to get up and dance.

The Acoustic Café was a spirited place to enjoy music, especially when The Kry put a country beat to their songs.
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“Yeah, you’re right, someone very talented built this rig.
There is no way it could have happened by chance or evolution. It would be madness to think otherwise. In the same
way, we have been taught in our schools that the world happened by chance—that it just evolved. We are here to tell
you otherwise—that a supreme Creator fashioned this earth
and made you. We are here to tell you that it was the God of
the Bible.” The young skaters listened intently.

Creation Fest 2003

Bring Britain Back to the Bible
The festival ended Sunday with an outdoor
worship service. The name of Jesus was
exalted as the attendees lifted their hands in
praise. Brian Brodersen, one of the primary
seminar speakers, gave a powerful message
from God’s Word—what he has seen as the
missing ingredient in British Christianity.
Brian’s vision for the United Kingdom is
focused: “God has called us here to break
new ground and begin something fresh that
will take people back to the Bible.”
As to the Creation Fest, Brian said, “The
Lord showed us to connect with kids through
music and then give them the Word of God.
This festival is another step along the path of
bringing Britain back to the Bible.”

Creation Fest
website: www.creationfest.org.uk
Contact name: Phil Pechonis
Phone: 011 (44) 1271 871280
email: info@creationfest.org.uk
next year’s date is August 6-8, 2004

Pastor Nick Long, from CC Siegen,
Germany, and his grandson, Jonathan.

Creation scientists impacted the
listeners attending the festival.

Graham Wathen, left, and Pastor Phil Pechonis, CC Woolacombe, teamed up to run
the Creation Fest. Graham came from the Bible College in Vajta, Hungary, to assist.

Woolacombe has a large inﬂux of tourism from all over the United Kingdom during the summer.

He who testiﬁes to these things says, “Surely I am
coming quickly.” Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus!
Revelation 22:20
The theme of Pastor
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Brian Brodersen’s message was “Returning to a Biblical Christianity” during Sunday morning’s service at the close of Creation Fest.
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