Harvest

harvest souls
of

in Australia and New Zealand

Josephine Batterbee, right, already a Christian, goes forward
with best friend, Rebecca Abbott, as she gives her life to Christ.

photos and story by Tom Price

“Is God calling you
tonight to take a step of
faith and commit your
life to Jesus Christ?”
Pastor Greg Laurie asked
on the ﬁrst night of the
Harvest Crusades.
Josephine Batterbee
prayed for her best friend,
Rebecca Abbott, who
was sitting next to her
at the crusade in Australia. Josephine was a
Christian, Rebecca wasn’t
interested in Christianity,
and the distance growing
between them was becoming increasingly harder for
Josephine to bear.
“We are the church of
Australia, setting aside
our minor differences for
Jesus Christ,” Greg said.
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Two best friends hug after Rebecca Abbott, right, gave her life to Christ at the Har-

vest Crusade in Newcastle, Australia. Josephine Batterbee’s little sister, left, looks on joyfully. Rebecca received a New Believer’s Bible.
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Lead singer Jon Foreman—Switchfoot.

Australian singer Steve Grace performs with images of Evangelist Billy Graham shown behind him on the big screen.

tonight, ‘Show me a miracle, and
I’ll believe.’ I say, believe and God
will show you. You want to see a
miracle? I’ll show you a miracle
right now. There is a miracle sitting next to you. How many of
“I’m not talking to you about reli- you have had your lives radically
gion or going to a certain church,” changed by Jesus Christ? Please
said Greg. “I’m talking about you stand to your feet.”
Josephine looked cautiously at her friend
having a relationship with
God—a friendship with
your Creator—where Jesus
Christ Himself comes and
lives inside of you as Savior,
Lord, God, and Friend.”
Christian bands rocked the packed Newcastle Entertainment Centre. Josephine
had been able to persuade Rebecca to join
her because of all the great musical performances—Switchfoot, Hillsong, The Lads,
and Crystal Lewis.

Both Josephine and Rebecca were
enjoying themselves, just like old
times. It was better than any concert either had attended. Josephine’s
little sister had tagged along. She
was a Christian now as well.

“Some of you might say
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and then rose shyly to her feet. A roar of
approval swept through the Entertainment
Centre as thousands stood up.

“There is your sign and your evidence—this is your miracle. What
more do you need?”

Darlene Zschech, writer of “Shout to
the Lord” with the Hillsong band.

The mood changed dramatically when Greg
presented clips from Australian native Mel
Gibson’s new movie, The Passion
of the Christ. The movie depicts
Christ’s last hours on earth and the
barbaric torture He endured on the
Cross for our sins. Rebecca had to
turn away as each whip came down
on Jesus’ back. All three girls wiped
away tears.

“With one hand Jesus took
hold of a perfect, ﬂaw-

Newcastle Entertainment Centre ﬁlled to capacity.

Crystal Lewis shared the Gospel in song,
encouraging people to receive Christ.

Pastor Greg Laurie speaks clearly about Jesus Christ.
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Josephine Batterbee watched her
friend. She could only imagine the

Steve Wilburn, pastor of Students with a Testimony
(SWAT), tries to feed a kangaroo.

new believers making their way
to salvation. Greg waited and
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Let Him ﬁll the hole in your heart.
less God; with the other hand He struggle within Rebecca’s heart.
Now is the time—tonight is the
took hold of sinful, fallen humanity,” explained Pastor Greg Laurie. “Jesus wants to be your Lord and night—you need to repent of your
your God. You need to do it now.
sins and come to Jesus
“Spikes were then driven
Christ. You need to do it
through those hands. He
died there for our sins.
now.”
Through His sacriﬁce
Rebecca sprang to her feet as CrysJesus built a bridge for us
tal Lewis began singing “Come
to know God. That is why
Just
As You Are.” Josephine stood
Jesus, and Jesus alone, can
with
her, and they walked to the
save you from your sins
front of the stage arm in arm. They
tonight.”
hugged, oblivious to the throng of
Koalas are native to Australia.

The Three Sisters rock formation is in the Blue Mountains, west of
Sydney, a popular tourist attraction.

Australia is famous for surﬁng, as Newcastle youth walk out on a
jetty to save paddling out.

SWAT team member Jonathan Laurie, youngest son of Greg and Cathe, makes new friends with local natives.
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Fauna covers the Blue Mountains.
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“Tonight, all of this radically changed
my view of Jesus,” said Rebecca. “I never
understood before how He had those spikes
driven through His hands and feet. Tonight
it all made sense why He had to die for us.”
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hands clasped in grateful prayer.

“This is the time in your life–
This is the hour to believe–
This is the time to get things right–
A step of faith can set you free.”
–Australian singer Steve Grace
The Radio Broadcast

A best friend prays for another.

A counselor offers encouragement.
A sea of people come forward to receive
Christ at the ﬁrst night of the crusade.
implored others who may have been intimidated to go forward.

“You might be saying, ‘I admire
Jesus; He was a great historical figure—a tremendous hero,
a role model, a messenger of
God’— but He has to be more
than that. There has to come a
moment in your life when you
say, ‘He is my Lord and my God.’
Jesus does not say, ‘Admire Me.’
He says, ‘Follow Me!’”
Greg led those who had gone forward as
they prayed for Jesus to come into their life
and be their Savior. After Rebecca dedicated
her life, she and Josephine embraced, tears
streaming down their cheeks. Josephine’s
little sister looked on in amazement, her

Two best friends commit their lives to Jesus.

A counselor from one of the local churches prays with a family that dedicated their lives to
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Christ. They commented they had never heard the Gospel presented so clearly.
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known,” said Greg Laurie, senior pastor of
Harvest Christian Fellowship in Riverside,
CA. “The Harvest Crusade creates a setting
where different churches from a particular
region come together in a uniﬁed work of
Christ. The book of Acts models the ﬁrst
century church as being of ‘one accord.’
In Australia’s Newcastle area, 284 out of a
potential 350 churches joined forces, putting differences aside.
“Over the four nights, 2,437 people came
forward to make a personal decision that
Jesus would be the Lord of their lives,” continued Greg. “Our goal is to present that
life-changing message of the Gospel to as
many people as possible and then to help
new believers mature in their faith. The
partnering churches do the follow-up.”
Harvest Director John Collins travels
extensively, organizing upcoming events.
“Harvest Crusades provide an opportunity
for people to respond to the Gospel message and receive direction and materials
in their newfound faith,” said John. “We
try to provide a comfortable setting for
unsaved friends and relatives of the local
churches to come and hear a clear and
powerful Gospel presentation.”
Students with a Testimony
“This is incredibly
awesome!
story continued
on pageWe
16 just got per-

Bass player Tim Foreman of Switchfoot in New Zealand.

The radio announcer came over the bus’
loudspeaker in an Australian accent.

New Zealanders enjoyed the Auckland Harvest

held in Logan Campbell Centre. While on a smaller scale, this ﬁrst outreach was a success.

“In Australia’s
Newcastle area,
284 out of a
potential 350
churches joined
forces, putting
differences aside.”

them from the grasp of the evil one.”
Ninety exhausted short-term missionaries,
mostly from Harvest Christian Fellowship
in Riverside, CA, gave a short round of
applause. It was nice to be complimented,
but this group of people was more concerned with eternal recognition. “All the
glory to God,” a tired Christian commented
before dozing off.

“We want to send a special ‘Cheerio’
goodbye message to the Harvest team
that is leaving Newcastle, on their
way to Sydney, and then on to New
Zealand. You came on your own and
spent your own funds to spread the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. Over the four Making God Known
nights of the Crusade, 2,437 people
“Our vision is to know God and to make Him
gave their lives to Christ, snatching

–Greg Laurie

Singer Mark Millard of The Lads enjoys
performing at home in New Zealand.
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A counselor prays with a woman who dedicated her life to Christ.
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Ron Case, right, from Harvest, counsels a man who
had signed up to be a counselor, but then admitted that
he was not right with God and needed to accept Jesus.

Greg Laurie, left, and the Harvest team discuss the ﬁrst night of
the outreach in New Zealand to look for ways to improve.

Newcastle, Australia, and Auckland, New Zealand, were the
sites of the international Harvest Crusades in the fall of 2003.

Youth Pastor Steve Wilburn shares at a New Zealand school. He
leads the SWAT team, a group of youth that freely share the Gospel.
SWAT member Troy Gromis explains how to
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have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ to high school students. Most prayed the sinner’s prayer with him moments later.
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“Have any of you ever thought of what might
happen to you if you died today?” SWAT
member Troy Gromis asked a group of
teenage boys sitting on a wall. He engaged
them in conversation, told them why he had

come to New Zealand, and answered their
queries about America. He shared his faith
and invited them to the Youth Jam. Some
agreed that they wanted the assurance of
eternal life. Eight of the boys prayed. SWAT
member Alisa Wolfe shared with a Chinese
student who had been searching for meaning and purpose to his life. He prayed to
receive Christ as well.
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mission from the headmaster to come on the
school campus and share our faith,” said an
excited Steve Wilburn. “It is unheard of for
any New Zealand school to allow a Christian group to freely speak with its students.”
Steve leads the youth ministry from Harvest
called Students with a Testimony, or SWAT
for short. The SWAT team intercepted the
New Zealand senior high students as they
sat and walked outside, enjoying the ﬁrst
hint of their September spring. Their light
blue shirts were part of the uniforms the
New Zealanders are required to wear.

Wired with the right combination of leaderAlisa Wolfe shares with a young man
ship, zaniness, and love of the Lord, Pastor
searching for God. He prayed to
Steve has led the SWAT team for eight years.
receive Christ.
Team members, ranging in age from 14 to
22, are well trained to share their faith and
testimony. A larger SWAT team had spent senior counselors were able to stay on for
the previous week, during the Australian the New Zealand segment.
segment of the trip, street witnessing. Most
had returned home for school. A dozen “I’m privileged to see these young people
grow and mature in their Christian walk,”
said Steve. “Sharing their faith on these outreaches allows them to reﬂect aloud their
decision for Christ.”
SWAT member Jason Phillips’ smile is
quick and disarming, but he is sincere
about his commitment to Jesus Christ. At
a school outreach, he challenged the Christian students that had organized and invited
the SWAT team.
“You guys have an intense responsibility here
at this school,” he told the young Christians.
“God has called you to be the light of Jesus
Christ. Some teachers and administrators
might be against you.
“But count on this,” Jason continued, “that
God says in His Word that He will never
leave you or forsake you, so be bold as you
share your faith.” The group of young boys
earnestly nodded in unison. They put their
arms around each other’s shoulders, Americans and New Zealanders alike, and prayed.
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Executive Director
John Collins
909-687-6595
www. harvest.org
john@harvest.org
Jason Phillips directs a student through the Bible, sharing the Gospel with him.
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Jason Phillips leads New Zealand high school students in prayer after encouraging them to be bold about sharing their faith.
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