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A Shining Light
in the Midst of Darkness

Thousands of chattering tots swarmed about the sprawling campus of
Calvary Chapel Spring Valley (CCSV) in Las Vegas, Nevada, this past
October 31. The air was crisp, and there was a cool breeze, a gentle reminder that there is winter in Las Vegas. This didn’t deter any of the 5,000
attendees of CCSV’s annual Harvest Festival, an event designed to take
back a day the enemy has claimed for evil.

The Calvary Chapel Christian School gym is
transformed into a sanctuary for services.

Pastor John Michaels, senior pastor at CC Spring Valley, greets
people after each service.
Kevin Correll, center, greets people as they
enter the sanctuary for Sunday service.
Senior Pastor John Michaels offers a prayer of dedication for Chris and Anita’s six-week-old son, Christopher.
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The event is not merely an alternative to
Halloween. Children wear costumes, and,
of course, the candy ﬂows freely. Like everything CCSV is involved in, reaching the lost
for Christ is the ultimate goal. Families come
from all over the valley to partake in carnivalstyle booths and games, live music, and pony
rides. Guests also encounter features on biblical
events and a lavishly produced evangelistic play
that conveys the Gospel of Christ.
Three thousand people call CCSV their church
home. This same congregation launched a
Christian school that competes at the state level
in athletics. Eleven years into its existence, it
has been ranked number one academically in
the state. All ﬁve of the Las Vegas Valley Calvary
Chapels were birthed out of CCSV as well as the
Calvary Chapels of Pahrump, NV; Manchester,
NH; and Houston, TX; and CCSV is currently
launching a work in Baton Rouge, LA.

Mike Katz and “Vern” teach the children truth from God’s Word.

Though it’s easy to understand how a church
of 3,000 can accomplish great things, it’s just
as easy to forget that this same ministry started
with 25 members and began ministering on an
international level as attendance grew to 100.

Little Church with a Big Vision
The ministry that was to become CCSV originally met in a daycare center in Las Vegas in
1986 after John Michaels discussed his vision
for ministry with Pastor Chuck Smith. Through
an emphasis on verse-by-verse teaching and a
heart to win the lost, the church enjoyed rapid
growth. They outgrew the center in a matter of
months, moving into a storefront location.

Children in the Sunday school program “Kid City” learn from the Bible.

“You don’t have to spend much time convincing the people of Las Vegas that they’re sinners,”
said Pastor John. “They’re already well aware of
that fact.” And so, the little church with the
big vision set about ministering to the people
of Las Vegas and also to the addicts, the pimps,
the prostitutes, and the homeless and transient
that are drawn to the glitzy promises of the Las
Vegas Strip.
As the church grew, the heart of God impressed
upon this body that a little church meeting in
a shopping center could truly impact not only
Las Vegas, but also the world.

Sunday school teacher Dick Crossley helps Matthew Spock, 8, search the Bible for answers to a puzzle.
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Children enjoy singing worship songs during Sunday school.
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Missions Is the Program
John emphasizes from the pulpit and in personal
conversation that “Missions is not a program of
the church, it’s the program of the church.” Even
as a small church, the congregation was dedicated
to the Great Commission, giving 10% of its income to world missions. “Giving money was not
enough. The people needed to give themselves
away.” In 1987, the Lord laid it on John’s heart
that if he would go to the mission ﬁeld, then others would follow. Of the 100-member fellowship,
19 went after his ﬁrst trip abroad. “We were to be
a church that really desired to know God’s heart
and to reach the world,” added John.

The sanctuary is nearly full during a morning service.

Worshipers raise their hands to the Lord in praise.

The Lord impressed on him that 90% of the time
Christians are witnessing to people who have already heard the Gospel. “We need to reverse that
so that 90% of the time we’re reaching people who
have never heard the Good News of Jesus Christ.
Otherwise we’ll never make a major impact on
the world,” he states. His radio ministry, “Walk
Strong,” is beamed via satellite into Europe, the
Middle East, North Africa, and Hawaii, instead of
the continental U.S.
In 1989, John considered resigning from the
church in order to go to the mission ﬁeld fulltime, but he felt the Lord impress on him that he
would be more effective in reaching the world for
Christ by remaining in Las Vegas, sharing the vision, and raising up others to minister abroad.
“The Lord indicated that if I remained faithful, I
would have the opportunity to share the Gospel
with kings and other leaders.” And, of course, the
Lord has remained faithful to His promise. John
has shared God’s Word with numerous NFL and
NBA athletes, many Las Vegas entertainers, several governors of state, the king of Tonga, and even
the head Buddhist in Thailand.

Charlotte Beveridge counseled and prayed with a woman after service.

“We were to be a church that really desired to
know God’s heart and to reach the world.”

By 1992, CCSV had six full-time missionaries,
operated a printing press in the Philippines, and
had launched a radio station in the kingdom of
Tonga. In 1993, CCSV became the ﬁrst Calvary
Chapel to begin work in Kazakhstan. Since the
people of Kazakhstan love western music, they
took six pastors and formed a “Beatles” cover band
to tour the country and open doors for missionaries. John was then invited by the Kazakhstan
government to teach creationism in the country’s
public schools.

Senior Pastor John Michaels
Ministry continues after services as the chapel is being converted back into a gym for the school.
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Romans 5:20

Teens listen to Pastor Josh Taylor at the youth service.

Josh Taylor, senior high pastor, teaches God’s Word.

Every Ministry Faces Obstacles
“We had a Philippine crisis in 1994,” said
John. “There was no money coming in,
and we only had four Filipinos left in the
ﬁeld. But I received a clear vision from the
Lord not to quit, so I went out there myself.” Now, a decade later, the ministry owns
a beautiful 6-acre facility in the Philippines
and has 26 Filipinos and 10 Americans on
staff. They’ve established a Bible college, a continuing Inductive Bible
Study program, and an intern program
to plant churches that has produced
seventy graduates with all but ﬁve now
serving full-time. Most recently, the
CC Training Center in Dumaguete
City, Philippines, has sent a team to
work with the Calvary Chapel that began from CC Spring Valley.
CCSV has a unique relationship with
Gospel for Asia and its founder, K. P.
Yohannan. John did all of the initial
training for K. P.’s leaders in India,
teaching them Inductive Bible study
methods and preparing them for ministry. In 1999, the Indian government
learned of John’s evangelistic work and
revoked his visa. But the Lord used
what was meant for evil for His own
holy purposes. Since 1999, John has
trained 120 Calvary Chapel pastors in
India in Inductive Bible Study methods. These men move about India
sharing the Gospel, ministering to
people, and training local leaders in
a way that one man could never have
done. Since the revocation of John’s
visa, doors have opened for him to
minister elsewhere in Asia.

The Road to Ministry
“I became a Christian while working for
the National Hurricane Center in Miami,
Florida,” said John. “Here I was married
with three kids, ﬂying into hurricanes for a
living. At some point there was a realization
that there wasn’t much of a future in what

I was doing.” Fortunately, there was a dear
lady, a close friend of his wife, Dianna, who
continued to share the Gospel with John
over and over nearly every time they saw one
another until John recognized the truth.
But John didn’t dive immediately into ministry. From Miami, John was transferred to
Washington, D.C., where he worked with a
group of meteorologists and programmers.

CCSV Today
“I recently realized that I’ve been ministering
so long that I’ve now dedicated a baby that
was the daughter of a girl I’d dedicated as a
baby,” said John. He has ministered through
an entire generation. January 2005 marked
his 25th anniversary as a Calvary Chapel
pastor. As he walks the spacious grounds of
CCSV, he sees the children and grandchildren of the people he’s faithfully served
all these years. When he strolls into his
ofﬁce, he sees his administrative assistant who was once one of the kids
running around the church halls being
nurtured in her budding faith.
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… But where sin abounded, grace abounded much more, so that as sin reigned in death, even
so grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Even though the church is no longer
located in the downtown section of Las
Vegas, CCSV is still involved in ministering to the people of Las Vegas. The
congregation continues to ﬁnd new
avenues for reaching the lost, and the
ministry continues to grow.
John attributes part of the church’s
success to a willingness to stick with
it. “There will always be discouragements in ministry, and sometimes
there’s a temptation to ﬂee; at CCSV
that temptation is tempered by the desire to reach a lost and dying world for
Jesus Christ.”

Teens meet in the courtyard before senior high
services on Sunday evening.
He was then transferred to Nevada in 1978
to develop a computer system for supporting
the nuclear weapons testing program. That
same year he met Chuck Smith and fell in
love with the Calvary Chapel movement. In
1979, after seventeen years in government
service, John quit his job and began preaching the Gospel on the Las Vegas Strip. He
became a Calvary Chapel pastor in 1980
and started the ministry that would become
CCSV in 1986.

Calvary Chapel
Spring Valley
georgeanneterry@ccsv.net
7175 West Oquendo Rd.
Las Vegas, NV 89113
702 362 9000
www.ccspringvalley.org

Thousands of dollars were raised by
CC Spring Valley for the tsunami
victims and a team was sent there
to minister in Thailand, where
CCSV had planted a church.

“In ministry ... sometimes there’s a temptation to ﬂee; at CCSV that temptation
is tempered by the desire to reach a lost and dying world for Jesus Christ.”
Teens bow their heads in prayer at the Sunday evening senior high youth service.
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Senior Pastor John Michaels
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