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Send the Message conferences gather senior
pastors, missions pastors, board members,
and lay people from all over the country for
multi-day events geared at helping the local
church—even small local churches—to have
a global impact through active missions participation. The goal is to provide speakers
and workshops that will energize and equip
church leaders toward fulﬁlling the Great
Commission, to encourage Christians to become involved, and to connect them with
the people and organizations that can help
their ministries.
John Michaels, senior pastor of CCSV.

When speaking with John
Michaels, senior pastor of
Calvary Chapel Spring Valley
(CCSV) in Las Vegas, NV, it’s
impossible to go long without
talking about world missions.
He has dedicated his ministry
to the idea that “Missions isn’t
a program of the church, it’s
the program of the church.” It’s
no surprise that he’s the driving force behind the Send the
Message missions conferences.

“It’s important for the small church to catch
the vision for missions,” said John. “These
conferences can help people realize their importance in God’s plan and recognize that
they can make a real impact. People around
the globe really are going to hell. We have to
share the truth.”
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Participants listen during a session at the Send the Message missions conference held at CC
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The main sessions
had outgrown.

were held in CC Spring Valley’s original sanctuary, which the fellowship

Matthew Ellison, from the 16:15 ministry, teaches a workshop.

“Missions isn’t a program of the church, it’s the program of the church.”
Pastor John Michaels
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Karen D’Amore helps Dick and Suzanne Southard register.

Pastor Jeff Jackson shares God’s Word
with the attendees.

Spring Valley in Las Vegas, NV. Its goal is to help churches catch the vision for missions.
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In the late 80s, John led a short-term missions trip to the Philippines with 19 congre-

37

Send the Message

Send the Message
Mike Garcia
mikegarcia@sendthemessage.org
7175 West Oquendo Rd.
Las Vegas, NV 89113
702 362 9000
www.sendthemessage.org

K. P. Yohannan, founder and president of Gospel for Asia.
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Stephanie Williams, left, tries Indian cuisine. The Korean, Filipino, Mexican, Thai,

Workshop topics included “Church Care
and Communication with Missionaries,”
“Missions
in
Children’s
Ministry,”
“Ministering to Muslims,” “Ministering
to Refugees,” and “Stirring up Missions in
Your Congregation.” Attendees commented
that the workshops were designed to help
develop programs and energize the body.

Of the Send the Message national conference
held last October, Pastor Mike Baumgart,
CC Downtown Las Vegas, said, “We were
all stirred by the Holy Spirit and challenged
to take our perspective of God’s heart for
missions to the next level. I know that He
spoke to my heart to come back and totally
revamp our missions budget.”

The national conference involves dozens
of para-church organizations, many of
which are connected directly to Calvary
Chapel. Those present experienced a
special treat one evening as foods from
around the world were featured. Speakers
such as Don McClure, K. P. Yohannan,
Brian Michaels, Ken Ortize, and John
Michaels energized the body and whetted their spiritual appetites.
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gants—one-ﬁfth of his congregation at that
time. John knows the impact a small church
can have for Christ. Now CCSV has a major
long-term presence in that country. Their
Bible College prepares local Christians to
reach the lost for Christ. “It seems what happens in Vegas doesn’t always stay in Vegas,”
he said with a wink.

and Kenyan fellowships also prepared ethnic foods for the event.

Pastor Ken Ortize, CC Spokane, WA,
shares God’s Word with attendees.

John stated, “It was uplifting to see the excitement among representatives of the many
diverse churches desiring to move forward
with their missions programs, to make them
more than they’d ever been before, to have
a greater impact on the world. I pray that
those who attend Send the Message conferences would not only have their hearts enlarged for God, but also that their involvement in His global purposes would be signiﬁcantly deepened.”
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Pastor Don McClure, Calvary Laguna,
CA, spoke at the conference.

Pastors Trip Kimball, Jeff Jackson, John Michaels, Dan Finfrock, and Dain Wadley pray for Jeff Jackson’s battle against Lou
Gehrig’s Disease (ALS). It is a progressive neuromuscular disease that weakens and eventually destroys motor neurons.
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