Missionary Eve Hanphanit breaks down in
tears in the refugee camp.

With a burden to serve those
suffering from the tsunami’s
wrath, and with resources
provided by their congregations,
a dozen senior CC pastors
journeyed to Thailand.
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Pastors Lance Cook, of CC La Habra, and Pancho Juarez of CC Montebello, look over flyers of missing people.
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A mother comforts her child, traumatized by the tsunami, on his first day back to school.
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CC Montebello Pastor Pancho Juarez leads a group through an area that was destroyed in the Phuket District of Thailand. Phuket is a rePastor David Rosales, CC Chino Valley, was struck by “the vastness of the devastation. It’s hard to comprehend all that has happened here.” The barren beaches left no trace of the lives that used
to flourish there. The only roadside remembrances are beautiful
signs inviting drivers to exotic lodges that no longer exist.
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Vehicles litter the road like crushed soda cans, and boats rest in
trees and on shattered rooftops hundreds of yards from the ocean’s
edge. Homemade signs cover storefront windows and power poles,
seeking help to find missing loved ones.

sort and tourist area that was heavily damaged.

“The media frenzy has evaporated and now there are
the raw emotions of broken lives.”
Pastor Pancho Juarez
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The statistics of over 5,000 dead and 3,000
still missing paint only a vague scenery of a
much more detailed picture. A photograph
of a three-year-old Swedish boy grinning
from beneath his wispy bangs requests information from anyone who might have seen
him since his disappearance on December
26. A tanned, honeymooning, German couple smiles on another storefront flyer. The
picture has faded, along with any hopes of
finding them.
Several hours north of Phuket, a Buddhist
temple has been turned into a temporary
morgue, with rows and rows of air-conditioned shipping bins housing 1,500 unidentified and unclaimed bodies. Pictures
of bloated corpses line the walls outside the
temple, hoping that a piece of clothing or
a tattoo might help identify the almost unrecognizable bodies.
But while the press broadcasts tragic tales of
missing tourists and immense physical damage, a deeper story goes untold. “The news
we see at home just touches the tip of the
iceberg,” observed Pastor Lance Cook, CC
La Habra. “There are whole communities
that the news hasn’t covered that suffered
more loss than all of America did on 9-11.

Map depicting the epicenter of the earthquake that caused the tsunami.

A 50-foot fishing boat came to rest against a house more than a mile inland.
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A group of Calvary Chapel pastors spend time with refugees in Bhan Maung. The pastors shared God’s Word with them.
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Grenier, CC Visalia, heard a commotion
across the walkway and ran over to see a
man holding a knife to his wife’s throat. “He
said he was stopping her from killing herself, but reality looked much more different.”
Regardless, the trauma within the people is
beginning to surface.
Story after story of incomprehensible loss
and misery was told to the visiting pastors,
providing a forum for them to share of an
eternal relief where pain and suffering no
longer exist. With shared tears, prayers of
mercy and healing were offered up on the
survivors’ behalf.
“The Thai government as well as relief organizations from around the world have done
an unprecedented job of meeting the immediate physical needs of those affected by the
tsunami,” proclaimed Pastor Gerry Brown
of U-Turn for Christ Ministry. “But the
greatest needs will still be here long after all
the help has gone home.”

An Imam, the Muslim leader of the village,
receives a hug from a relief worker from
Mercy Ministries.
So much destruction to the local people has
gone unreported.”

With this in mind, a long-term strategy to
serve the people has begun.

Pastor Pancho Juarez of CC Montebello
confirmed these observations, noting that
“the media frenzy has evaporated and now
there are the raw emotions of broken lives.”
With the government and worldwide relief
organizations working hard to get life back
to normal, the spiritual vacancy of those left
behind is immense.
“There’s an incredible need to just sit
down and listen to the people,” said Rose
Martinez. She has operated an orphanage
ministry in Thailand for 25 years. It is called
Mercy Ministry and is associated with CC
Visalia. “It’s a time to stop talking and show
the love of God through action. Listening is
a great place to start.”

Rose Martinez of Mercy Ministries Foundation gives one of 12 stoves to an Imam. U-Turn

for Christ purchased stoves, fuel tanks, bags of rice, and canned fish for the refugees.

“When we arrived,
it looked like a war
zone. It’s a scene
I’ll never forget.”

With this in mind, and with the help of local
translators, the team of pastors converged
on Bhan Muang, a refugee camp housing
3,400 survivors from the completely destroyed fishing village of Ban Nam Khem.
There, they broke off into small groups to
listen to the people’s stories.

J a m e s G a r w o o d , U - Tu r n f o r C h r i s t

Hearing harrowing tales of tragic loss and
heroism, the resulting pain and stress quickly became obvious. While listening to a
story of survival from a family living in the
temporary shelter of the camp, Pastor Bob
Pastor Jim Orate, CC Rancho Cucamonga, leads the CC pastors in a devotion.
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James Garwood and Joe Walters, graduates
of U-Turn for Christ Camino, CA, had been
ministering in northern Thailand for six
months when the tsunami struck. Within
days, they made their way south to the shores
of Ban Nam Khem. “When we arrived, it
looked like a war zone. It’s a scene I’ll never
forget,” recalled James. “There were bodies
still being recovered and hauled around in
trucks, elephants removing debris, and people walking around dazed and crying.”

Rose Martinez addresses a group of Calvary Chapel pastors.
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People gather in the “Christian Tent” entrance as its first Sunday service is taught by U-Turn for Christ missionary James Garwood.
“The Lord directed us to the refugee camp Bhan Muang, where the first
people we met at the office were Christians,” said James. “They gave us
a mosquito net and a place in a tent, and the camp has been our home
ever since.”
With a gift for serving children, James and Joe were soon put in charge of
all children’s activities at the camp. There are over 400 kids in the camp, so
their responsibilities have been broad. “We’re responsible for the children’s
activities, and now that school has just restarted we have to make sure
they all get on the bus in the morning. Every day we meet with the camp
director to discuss how we can best meet their needs.”
The relationships that James and Joe have developed with the children have
been fruitful. “Many kids have come to know the Lord,” James joyfully
stated. “The Lord has definitely touched quite a few of these kids. God has
put it on our hearts to have the Word open and available. Currently, I see
the need for Christ to be present in a church setting, not a church building. We’ve been patient, building relationships. This has also led to lots of
opportunities to visit and pray with the kids’ parents.”
While inroads have been made, opposition to the Gospel hasn’t been absent. With more kids coming, new rules were laid out restricting the teaching and singing of the Gospel. Eventually, however, seeing the fruit of their
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James Garwood teaches from God’s Word.

Greg Espinoza plays with a child in the “Christian Tent.” Greg is a Calvary Chapel missionary in China and came to
Thailand with his father to help with relief efforts.
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relationship with the children, the overseer
of the camp gave James and Joe their own
“Christian Tent,” where ministry takes place
around-the-clock.
In addition to the full-time ministry tent,
resources have been provided to rent a local
storefront so that the ministry will continue once the camp is removed. “We want to
pour our lives into these kids,” commented
Gerry Brown. “These people need to know
that we are committed to them long-term.”
The impact of this disaster on the children
of Thailand has provided opportunities to
minister in unlimited ways. “Right now, the
kids are being absorbed into the camps, being taken care of by relatives or neighbors,
but in three to six months when the free aid
stops, then we’ll truly know who the kids
with needs are,” observed Rose Martinez.
“Our desire is to provide a crisis transition
home for these children, a place where they
can come until a permanent solution for
their situation is found. We just want to
love God and serve God, and I know orphans are important to Him.” With this in
mind, three buildings have been rented and
renovated awaiting the green light from the
government to begin operations.

James Garwood, U-Turn missionary, spends time with children at the school.

While the needs of the people affected by
the tsunami have been daunting, Pastor
David Rosales echoed the thoughts of the
team as he prayed over a family that had
their 3-year-old son and all their possessions washed out to sea. “God of comfort,
strengthen them, demonstrate that You’re a
God who loves them and a God who cares.
We pray that You would show them mercy
and help in this time of need and that they
may learn to build on a strong foundation.”
“We all share the same heart,” noted Pastor
Gerry Brown. “Let’s go support the people
firsthand with the same love and mercy that
we’ve been given.”

U-Turn for Christ Camino
530-644-1982
uturncamino@aol.com
uturn4christ.us

Children enthusiastically greet U-Turn missionary James Garwood as he arrives at the elementary school in Ban Nam Khem, a village
that had been devastated by the tsunami. Over 150 children who attended the school died in the tragedy.
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CC La Habra
http://www.calvarylahabra.org
714-446-6222

Gift Hanphanit, Eve’s sister, is a YWAM missionary who left China to come south to
help in relief work. She is playing with children in U-Turn’s “Christian tent.”
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