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Tsunami: Still Picking Up the Pieces
“The response of people who want to get involved in the work in
Thailand has increased with time, not decreased. God has started
something amazing here.”

Pastor Lance Cook, CC La Habra
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She believed her life would end
up like the grains of sand on
the beach she picked up and
let run through her ﬁngers—
void and without meaning. “I
go back to the dust,” said Kai
when asked where she would
go when she died.
“That is all you are living on
earth for?” “Yes,” said Kai.
“There is no other hope beside that?” “No, that is what
I believe,” she replied.
“Do you know that God sent
his Son to die for you?” continued Katie Dale of CC
Palm Springs.

Cecilia Krental of CC Romoland and Katie Dale of CC Palm Springs hold hands with a hotel worker, Kai, who joyfully accepts Jesus Christ
several Calvary Chapels in Southern California ministered to hotel workers cleaning debris that was washing ashore on Phi Phi Island.
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Guy Willieford of CC Ramona, CA,
shares a Thai and English Bible with
a young girl. They alternated reading
from the book of John.

as Lord and Savior. A short-term team from
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Cecilia Krentel of CC Romoland joined the
women sitting on the white sand beach and
began this prayer as Katie ministered to the
Thai woman, “Lord I don’t know who this
girl is, but I know You have designated this
day for her to get to know Your Son, Jesus.”

Cecilia Krental, CC Romoland

Soon Cecilia began to share with Kai in the
only way she knew how—by telling her who
Jesus is in her own life. She knew she needed
God’s wisdom to share with Kai the depths
of God’s love.

Surprised, Kai said, “What do you mean,
God has a Son?” Kai was one of many hotel
workers cleaning up the debris still washing
ashore from a tsunami that devastated Phi
Phi Island this past December.

That is when she said, “You can never really understand that real love until you get
to know Him. All you need to do is repent
of your sins and accept Jesus in your heart.
And He will change your life forever.”

“Yes, Jesus Christ.” Kai listened intently as
Katie read John 3:16.

“When we started talking about Jesus she
really became curious about who Jesus is,”
said Cecilia. “When the Lord told me to
hold her hand, pray with her, and usher her
into a relationship with Jesus, I knew she
was ready.”

“For God so loved the world that He gave
His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have
everlasting life.”
Sia, a Thai believer, walks with girls, who received balloons and hats depicting animals,
and Jaime Lucero share the Gospel with beach goers.

Joel Roggenback gives tickets for free
material gifts. Refugees were given the
opportunity to receive the free gift of
God, salvation through Jesus Christ.
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“How can that be? How can that be?” exclaimed Kai. “I am unlovable. Nobody can
love me. I did a lot of things that are wrong
in my life.”

“You can never really
understand that real
love until you get to
know Him. All you
need to do is repent of
your sins and accept
Jesus in your heart.
And He will change
your life forever.”

A Thai woman gives Rosali Quintanar the national form of greeting or thank you,
the “wai” after receiving a pair of reading glasses.

along the shore of Phi Phi Island. In the distance CC Open Door Pastors Roger Stahlhut

Thai believer Bua interprets for missionary, James Garwood as he prays for a
woman and her husband, who is in the hospital.

Thai children play with Tony Magana,
of CC Rancho Cucamonga at the
Christian Center located in the Ban
Muang refugee camp.
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“You pray to Him and ask for understanding and He will reveal
Himself to you in ways that you
can’t believe.”
Katie Dale, CC Palm Springs

After several questions, Kai ﬁnally asked, “How do I know
Him? I want that (love).”
“You pray to Jesus for understanding, and He will reveal
Himself to you in ways that you can’t believe,” said Katie. “You
just need to read the Bible and pray every time you read it.”
Then the three of them joined hands, prayed, and Kai accepted
the Lord. “She was so excited. You could just see the joy of the
Lord come upon her after she accepted Him,” said Katie.

Eric Gruber and Brandon Lundquist, both of CC Rancho
Cucamonga, help rebuild a home in the Nam Khem village.

When Katie handed Kai a Thai/English Bible, tears of joy began to stream down Kai’s face. “For me? No way!” In broken
English she said, “I am going to read it everyday.
With the impact of this disaster fading in the minds of much of
the world, hundreds of short-term missionaries from Calvary
Chapel have continued to consistently serve this devastated nation. Over the past six months, dozens of Calvary Chapel teams
from over 20 different fellowships around the world, including
Japan, Vietnam, the Philippines, and the United States, have
traveled to work alongside the nationals of Thailand to help
rebuild their shattered homes, businesses, and lives.
Teams have been busy being available and ﬂexible to serve
in whatever capacity needed. The majority of work done by
visiting missionaries has included skilled construction labor,
medical assistance, music, instruction in the slowly recovering schools, and days spent in local daycare centers loving the
children who have suffered incredible loss.

A boy from Nam Khem village and Sean Fortin from U-Turn for
Christ sift sand for cement. The cement will be used to complete
the construction on a new church building recently purchased by
several Calvary Chapels.

Love in Action is not just the name of the church plant birthed
in south Thailand after the destructive waves hit. It is the heart
of every missionary. “We have a common cause,” said Roger
Stahlhut, pastor of CC Open Door, Anaheim, CA.
“Within a day the Lord had uniﬁed the team of American and
Thai believers,” continued Roger. “This happens all the time.
God just brings down walls of different churches’ languages
and cultures, and we become a church of ‘called out’ believers
who clearly see the love we can have for those dying without
Jesus Christ.”

Sarah Patterson, of CC Rancho Cucamonga, takes a ride on an elephant with children
from the Ban Muang refugee camp on a jungle-like trail.
38

Roger was deeply impacted by the testimony of a young boy.
“He came to the tent badly bruised on Sunday morning,” said
Roger. “It changed my life.” “He was pretty well beaten up,”
Roger noted. When asked what happened, the young boy said,

Men at a Muslim village in Bong Bin are putting the ﬁnal
touches on a boat recently constructed with tools donated by
Calvary Chapels in America.
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what the Gospel does—touching hearts of men,
the forgiveness of sin, setting people free and
healing broken hearts of those who experience
devastation.”

Pastor Roger Stahlhut, CC Open Door

Thailand

“I don’t think there is anything better than seeing

“My mommy and daddy don’t allow me
to come here. And if I come they beat me.
Even though I know it is going to happen, I
have to be here. This is my place.”
“What an example of a commitment to Jesus
Christ this young man gave,” recalled Roger.
“As I relate my life with their lives, how
would I have responded if the tables were
turned? These are challenging insights into
my own relationship with Christ.”
“I don’t think there is anything better than
seeing what the Gospel does—touching
hearts of men, forgiving sins, setting people
free, and healing the broken hearts of those
who experience devastation,” said Roger.

Latest updates
The number of believers in the church plant
in Nam Khem and the refugee camp is
growing. “Many new believers were recently
baptized in the ocean that took their homes,
their children, their husbands and wives,”
said James Garwood. “I was also blessed to
dedicate the ﬁrst baby at the Christian tent.”
James is a Calvary Chapel and U-Turn for
Christ missionary who had been working in
Thailand when the tsunami struck.

Then those who gladly received his
word were baptized; and that day
about three thousand souls were
added to them.
Acts 2:41

Peggy Brown, wife of CC Romoland Senior Pastor Gerry Brown, hands out t-shirts and toiletries to Muslim girls in Bong Bin.

“How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed?
And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard?
And how shall they hear without a preacher?”
Romans 10:14

In June, another door was opened to share
the Gospel over radio waves at a second station. A Muslim village leader asked James
and a Thai believer, Jum, to teach English
for one hour in the morning and then to
share the Gospel for one hour in the afternoon” on the radio station Kok Roi. The
radio station reaches three Muslim villages.
“This is totally of Jesus Christ and His sovereign power,” exclaimed James.

Jume (right with scarf) prays as women surround and lay hands on a sick boy. He
came to the Christian Center tent to see the doctor.
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“Many new believers
were recently baptized
in the ocean that took
their homes, their children,
their husbands and wives.”
Pastor James Garwood, Thailand

Team members pray for Thai brother and pastor Pracha
Thaiwatcharamas, who is from Udon Thani, which is in
northeastern Thailand.

Roger Stahlhut, senior pastor of CC Open Door, and
Pastor Jaime Lucero, minister to women through an
interpreter at the Ban Muang refugee camp.
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For There is

One God
“For there is one God and one Mediator
between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus”
1Timothy 2:5

A prison guard at Ruen-Jum prison watches the missionaries as Pat Spohn, left,
interprets for Tami Hanson, right.

Thailand Ministry—
Before the Tsunami

of U-Turn Camino. Joe’s ﬁrst response was
an honest, “Where is Thailand?”

A 2003 Sunday morning message at CC “I was very aware that God was blessing our
Romoland, CA, included a PowerPoint pre- ministry locally, and I had been praying
sentation of recent missions events in the about opportunities to spread the blessings
Philippines. Pat Spohn approached Pastor that God has given us,” shared Joe. “We
Gerry Brown about the possibility of claim- began to pray and research everything we
ing the nation of Thailand, her homeland, could about Thailand.” They were committed to plant churches in locations where
for Jesus Christ.
others had not gone.
Gerry said he would pray about it. Pat persistently reminded him every Sunday for the Gerry continued to pray regarding Thailand,
next month of his promise to pray about and the Lord conﬁrmed a need to go. In
Thailand. During this period, he shared early 2004 Gerry and Joe led a team to the
about Thailand with Joe Tuccinardi, pastor unfamiliar land of Thailand, where 95% of
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Pat Spohn translates for Tami Hanson as she

shares the Gospel with women at a Thailand prison. Pat had shared with Gerry Brown about reaching Thailand for Christ.

the population is Buddhist, 4% is Muslim,
and less than 1% is Christian.

“... They have no knowledge, who carry

Gerry’s ﬁrst observation was that the country was void of the one true God. “In every
home there are altars where people worship
thousands of different gods. Their shelves
are lined with hundreds of carved images.
They ask one god to bless their family, another their ﬁelds, and another the weather.”

the wood of their carved images, and
pray to a god that cannot save.” Isaiah 45:20

All 66 women received Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior
after hearing the Gospel message.
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Calvary Chapel was foreign to believers Missionaries from CC Romoland, Placerville,
from Thailand. But credibility was instantly and Carlsbad, returned in August 2004.
attained when the head of a local pastors “We really felt like we were being sent out as
association rose and stated that these men pioneers in Thailand. Because we were beand the movement they were involved with ing faithful with what God had entrusted to
were legitimate. He went on to say that us in California, He was raising up others to
Calvary Chapel could be trusted, as he had be sent out,” said Joe.
read about their ministry. This validation
opened doors over the next two weeks for Returning to several of the villages they
the team to visit and share in an abundance had visited earlier in the year, Joe was overwhelmed at how they were welcomed “not
of churches throughout Thailand.

as strangers, but as long, lost family.” He
went on to share how “they set up opportunities for us to minister in churches, schools,
and even a prison that Americans had never
set foot in before.”
“Local TV crews were there when we arrived
to broadcast our visit. We had an opportunity to go in to share our testimonies and
the Gospel. Of the 250 inmates, one-third
got saved,” Joe recalled.
In addition to sharing the Good News with
those who have never heard, opportunities
were also given to encourage the brethren.
A leadership conference was held for local Christian leaders, and 50 nationals attended, including many young people. The
Christian community in the area of the
conference had been devastated, as three local pastors had recently died in a car crash.
The conference provided an opportunity to
comfort and minister to those still hurting.
CC Romoland held a pastors conference in
the town of Udon Thani, with almost 100
pastors attending. With hundreds of different dialects, sharing and providing the
Word of God is a huge obstacle. “We’ve
experienced a lot of spiritual warfare in
Thailand and here at home since our commitment to the country,” observed Joe. “But
we continue to grow stronger, and grow in
our belief that God has a radical plan for us
in Thailand—obeying and following God.
Where else would you want to be?”

Teaching English Using the
Gospel of John
“The victory is Christ’s,” shared James
Garwood, one of two Thai missionaries who
were recent graduates of the U-Turn ministry. “The glory is His. Joe Walters and I are
just dirty garden hoses blessed to have living
water ﬂow through.”
Since the team’s arrival last August, the main
ministry had been teaching English to Thai
children. They used the Gospel of John as
they taught 432 children—24 kids per class,
six classes a day, three days a week. There
have been numerous opportunities to expand on the Bible text.

A map of Thailand.

“The Lord has given us a children’s ministry
and we know He is preparing these children
to serve Him with all their heart, soul, mind,
and strength,” exclaimed James
Immediately after the tsunami struck, James
and Joe traveled south to Phuket to minister to the suffering. The tsunami altered the
course and direction of the ministry. James
remained in Phuket at the Christian center
in the refugee camp. Joe returned to northern Thailand to teach English as well as
minister to a growing body of believers.
Joe instructs in a nearby classroom, engulfed
by the smell of aged paper. A thin layer of
chalk dust covers the grafﬁti-laden plastic
desks. “How many students love Jesus in
their heart?” Joe asked randomly. Three out

CC Romoland

“We’ve experienced
a lot of spiritual
warfare in Thailand
and here at home
since our commitment
to the country.”
Pastor Joe Tuccinardi

Pastor Roger Moyer, CC Carlsbad, Pat Spohn and Sam Bright pray for a sick
elderly man at a home for the aged in Udon Thani.
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Tami Hanson hugs a student at a school for the deaf in Udon Thani.

27912 Adams Ave.
Romoland, CA 92585
951-928-3505
mariojrocha@earthlink.net
www.uturnforchrist.com

Marilynn Blackwell , from U-Turn
For Christ, Perris, CA, helps a
student with her English lesson at
an elementary school in Sukhothai.

of 32 students raise their hands high and
without shame. Joe asked them to write why
they love Jesus. The students wrote in Thai,
“We love Jesus because He loved us. He died
on the cross for our sins.” Joe put the children’s papers on the walls over faded English
language posters.
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