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Attendees from around the globe meet near Cape Town, South Africa.

Left to right: Pastors Brian Brodersen of CC Costa Mesa, CA; Julian Duguid of CC Kommetjie;
Demitri Nikiforos of CC Cape Town; and Phil Pechonis of CC Woolacombe, UK

W
At the recent CC Africa Conference, Sonny and Tara Derr, center, receive prayer concerning their desire to serve in Kenya from missionaries,
McCabe of CC Jinja, Uganda; Lisa Coggin and Claudia Arango who work with Ugandan orphans. CC Kommetjie and CC Cape Town
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kneeling from left to right, Ryan
hosted the event in South Africa.

hile civil wars, famine, and infectious
disease plague the African continent,
Calvary Chapel believers have been
spreading the hope of Jesus there for more than
a decade. At the first-ever Calvary Chapel Africa
Conference, more than 100 believers gathered last
October to celebrate what God is doing in Africa
and to encourage those serving in the vast continent
to press on.
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“We’re looking to
see how the Lord
would want to work
in each region.”
Pastor Brian Brodersen

Attendees included pastors from Europe,
the U.S., the UK, and all over continental
Africa. Since the African continent covers
11 million square miles and contains an
estimated 890 million people, many generally feel isolated. At the conference, they
were able to enjoy fellowship with likeminded believers.

Pastor Mark Abrams of CC North Philly, left, and a camp guide enjoy the
outdoors between sessions.

“Africa is a fairly new frontier for the Calvary
Chapel movement. In a lot of ways, we’re
just breaking ground,” said Pastor Brian
Brodersen, who oversees the international
side of CC Outreach Fellowships.
Pastor Julian Duguid of CC Kommetjie,
South Africa, added, “Our Lord’s hand
was definitely [present] at the conference.
There was Spirit-filled teaching, worship,
unity of fellowship, and wonderful prayer.
I felt strong relationships were formed.” As
a result, two new church plants and several
outreaches are being planned for 2007.

Beautiful multi-story homes line the coastline near Cape Town.

Region by Region
Culturally, spiritually, and economically,
continental Africa is a varied place with
thousands of different languages and dialects. “You can divide Africa into regions:
North, West, East, Central, and South,”
said Brian. “We’re looking to see how the
Lord would want to work in each region.”
“Africa is challenging, yet the fields are
white unto harvest,” said Julian, born in
Zambia, raised in Zimbabwe, and pastoring in South Africa. “Some of the challenges are Islam, AIDS, syncretism (combining
tribal religion with Christianity), despotic
governments, and corruption.” Disease is
devastating, with more than 25 million
16

people infected with HIV, and thousands
of children dying of malaria every day. He
added, “Yet many countries in Africa—
particularly in the middle, east, and south
of Africa—are showing an extraordinary
response to the Gospel.” Northern Africa
remains dominated by Islam.
In East Africa, CC Kampala, Uganda,
has grown to nearly 700 since it began
in 2002, said Pastor Brian Kelly. “People
are growing in their relationship with the
Lord. Through the simple verse-by-verse
teaching of the Word of God, their lives
are changed.” Learning the Word helps

people discern the false doctrines taught
by many so-called Christian churches and
cults there.
Brian Kelly recalled, “When we first arrived, we were shocked to find that most of
the churches in Africa are plagued by false
teaching and shallow emotionalism.” He
added, “Most churches don’t even open the
Bible during service, and talk only of money and blessings.” CC Kampala has helped
plant three more churches in surrounding
communities and has sent out several missionaries. The two-year CC Bible College
there has graduated 20 students, many of
whom are serving the Lord.

Ladies fellowship and learn about women’s ministry beside a scenic lagoon, in a session lead by Jenise Clark, wife of
Pastor Tony Clark’ of CC Newport News.
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For You have magniﬁed Your word above all Your name.
Psalm 138:2b
In West Africa, Brian Brodersen said,
“Ghana is an unbelievably Christianized
country—more so than America—but the
problem is, there’s no teaching. So people
believe in Jesus but don’t know much about
Him or how to really walk with the Lord.”

Long-term Works
“Calvary Chapel had almost no involvement
in Africa 15 years ago; now that’s radically
changed,” said Gary Kusunoki, director
of Safe Harbor International (SHI). The
devastating war in Rwanda, during which
nearly 1 million were killed within three
months, drew international attention in
1994 from the world and the church.

Pastor Demitri, left, chats with Pastor Chad Naaktgeboren, who recently started a fellowship in Johannesburg.

“Did you tell the Christians we want them to come?”
Sultan of Darfur

Pastor Brian Brodersen and Sammy Tanagho pray with James Gacchogi of CC Cape
Town, far left, between sessions.
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Pastor Tony Clark of CC Newport News, VA, left,
The Streets” ministry in demonstrating how sin

SHI has been ministering in Africa for 12
years, since the Rwanda war ended. Most
recently, they have been able to share the
Gospel in Darfur—a UN-declared warzone where the surviving black African
population of 3.2 million people had never
heard the Gospel, said Gary. In Darfur,
government-backed Arabic Muslims
waged war on black African Muslims, Gary
explained, and an estimated 250,000 to 1

assists evangelist Al Terhune of “Takin’ It 2
binds people but Christ frees them.

million people have been killed in the last
three years.

He has seen the Lord bring hundreds to
salvation and a deeper walk with Christ.

After the sultan of the area accepted Christ
nearly a year ago, SHI was invited to
bring more Christians to Darfur to teach
about Jesus. Recently, Gary talked to the
sultan again, who asked, “Did you tell the
Christians we want them to come? Where
are they?” At the recent CC Missions
Conference in Murrieta, CA, Pastor Gary
shared Isaiah 6, in which the Lord says,
“Whom shall I send? Who will go for Us?”
and Isaiah replies, “Here am I; send me.”
He encouraged those who felt called to
take a step of faith wherever God leads.

“Our vision is to plant a Calvary Chapel in
every country we can,” Wes said. “We have
graduated about five classes of students in
Uganda and Sudan … with 50 to 75 students per class, and in Kenya there’s a new
work with a Bible college there.”

A Far Reach
Missionary pioneer Wes Bentley, director of
the Calvary Chapel-affiliated Far Reaching
Ministries (FRM), has been serving in wartorn Sudan. “With 12 years of hard labor
in Africa and several staff members killed,
we have earned the right to share Christ
with [many] by being there through the
war,” he said. “Hardship often earns you
the right to speak into these people’s lives.”

FRM’s chaplain training program teaches
through the entire Bible using audio sermons by Pastor Chuck Smith. “In the past
seven years, we’ve had about 45 Calvary
Chapel pastors come here and teach …
helping us raise up indigenous pastors,”
Wes said.
“As part of our vision, we find a person qualified to be a good pastor or assistant pastor,
take him into an area, and help him get
started—pay his salary, all the things needed to set up the church,” Wes explained. “It
takes a long time for a church to survive on
its own in such poor areas.”
Wes estimated there are now dozens of
chaplains who have graduated and started

Pastor Mark Abrams of CC North Philadelphia, PA, left, laughs with David Guzik of CC
Bible College in Siegen, Germany, who spoke at the conference.

19

Africa

“bush churches” and many others who are
ministering among soldiers in southern
Sudan. The chaplains’ impact among the
soldiers is obvious, he said, as “there is
virtually no more torture, murder, rape—
now the soldiers are fighting with dignity.”
Many who before had been involved in
witchcraft now profess Christ.

Vision for Future
“We are looking to lay a good foundation
for the future,” said Brian Brodersen. “We
are looking to establish a new CC Bible
College in South Africa this next year to
enhance what’s already happening with the
Bible College up in Uganda (East Africa),
and a leadership training school in Ghana
(West Africa).”

Pastor Brian Brodersen encourages pastors to continue teaching God’s Word.

Rob Douglass, missions pastor at CC
Saving Grace, oversees CC work in
east Africa—including Kenya, Uganda,
Rwanda, Burundi, and Tanzania. “Now the
Lord has placed a stable, growing Calvary
in each of the capital cities in East Africa,”
he said, “[which] has led to Bible Colleges
naturally growing out of those churches.”
Pastor Tony Clark from CC Newport
News, VA, said there is a wonderful opportunity for African American pastors in
the U.S. to encourage indigenous pastors
in Africa. Leaders noted that many at the
conference were encouraged by Tony and
Afro-Caribbean Pastor Efrem Buckle of
CC South London. Tony added, “We need
to train the nationals to reach their own
people.” He recalled his first time teaching
indigenous pastors: “They were amazed
when they saw me teach with the same excitement and emotion that they have, but
I was teaching verse by verse—as opposed
to preaching. They gathered around me
with questions.” Tony hopes to take other
African-American Calvary Chapel pastors
with him to host a conference for indigenous pastors.
Brian Brodersen concluded, “The great
need in Africa is the Bible and committed
men to teach it.”
The next CC Africa Conference will be held
September 10-14, 2007. For more information, email capetown@calvarychapel.com
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An international list of CC churches is available online at www.calvarychapel.com.
Believers enjoy a mountainous sunrise from the conference grounds at Gecko Bush Camp in Stanford, South Africa.

21

