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Taking God’s Word to the
Capital and Beyond
Have I not written to you excellent things of
counsels and knowledge, that I may make
you know the certainty of the words of
truth, that you may answer words of truth
to those who send to you?
Proverbs 22:20-21
Kyle Elliott of CC Lynden,WA, ministers
to children alongside Calvary Fellowship
North Vancouver at a VBS outreach.
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Through various ways, God has called different
men to grow His church in B.C., Canada—a land
desperately in need of the truth of Jesus Christ.
God was his last hope. Mark MacKenzie-Moore
sat by his wife, Kristy, in Calvary Chapel Sunshine
Coast, Canada. He loved his wife, but their fight
that morning was still ringing in his ears. Their
marriage had been on the rocks even before it
started, partly due to his struggle with alcohol.
He thought about her packed bags sitting by the
door—an all-too-familiar sight in their home.
And that wasn’t his only trouble: His business
was going broke, and he didn’t even want to think
about his poor performance as a dad.
He listened intently as Pastor Ed Hickey talked
about God’s grace. Although he had accepted
Christ at age 13, Mark had walked away from
the Lord and turned to alcohol as a solution for
his problems.
Would God take him back, even though he had
strayed so far? Everything about him was a failure: Could God still love him even though he
was so undeserving?

Pastor Mark
MacKenzie-Moore

But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Romans 5:8
Bagpipers play in front of the British Columbia Legislative Buildings in Victoria. Victoria, located on Vancouver Island, is the capital of
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the western Canadian province of British Columbia.
37

Volunteers hand out snacks at CF North Vancouver’s VBS.

Pastor Mark MacKenzie-Moore

grace is extended to the sinner for salvation
and continues for the believer for sanctification—being conformed into the image
of Christ, the book explains.
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“It’s still the grace
of God that just
astounds me. He
knows me, and
He loves me still.”

“Learning that God is gracious, and it’s by
grace we stand and not works—even today,
it’s still the grace of God that just astounds
me,” Mark said. “He knows me, and He
loves me still. Man, it’s so undeserved.”
Also touched by the love of God, Mark’s
wife, Kristy, grew in her faith at CC
Sunshine Coast. With God’s help, she quit
smoking and began serving in the church
with her husband. God began renewing
their love for each other.

The LORD has appeared of old to
me, saying: “Yes, I have loved you
with an everlasting love; therefore
with lovingkindness I have drawn
Jeremiah 31:3
you.”

Pastor Mike Murray, CC Ridge-Meadows, prays at Pitt Meadows’ summer festival.

Mark praised God for restoring his and
Kristy’s marriage and for giving them newfound joy in serving Him. “When I think
of the goodness of the Lord, it overwhelms
me,” he said. “Over time, through the
teaching of His Word, He just put our lives
back together.”

Disciples Making Disciples
A desire to serve God began to grow in
Mark’s heart. He started by setting up
chairs for services—volunteering to help in
any way needed. As he served at the church,
Mark recalled, “Pastor Ed just started encouraging me, mentoring me one on one.”

Kids sing songs at the “missionary journey” themed VBS.

Kids tag Kyle during a game of
“red light, green light.”
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Mark pondered the Scripture’s implications:
If God had loved him before he accepted
Christ, then He must still love him. The
pastor spoke of God’s unconditional love—
love that will never change, no matter what
one does or doesn’t do. All are welcome at
the foot of the cross—even those who have
wandered. For the first time in more than
a decade, Mark had hope again—hope in
Jesus Christ.

Amazed by Grace
At a recommendation from his pastor,
Mark read Why Grace Changes Everything
by Pastor Chuck Smith of CC Costa Mesa,
CA. The book states, “Our righteousness
now and for eternity is a result of our simple faith in God’s Son, Jesus. … Place your
faith in Jesus and receive your right standing with God as a gift of His grace.” This

Ed recalled, “Mark became a real helper.
He was the first volunteer for any job—no
matter how mundane or unimportant it
seemed. Eventually I got him to start leading in his own home group.” Over time,
Mark began to grow as a leader, serving as
an elder and later as assistant pastor. “The
Lord used Ed and Cheryl to help shape us
and guide us and grow us … to prepare us
for ministry,” Mark recalled. He and Kristy
began leading the youth group.
“When you switch from focusing on the
world to focusing on the Lord, your worldly desires are replaced by godly desires,” he
recalled. “Then the Lord gave me a bur-

Doug Friesen, left, and Mike baptize new believer, Florencia Ferreyro-Araya.
den—it started just for my unsaved friends
and family … then it grew for the whole
nation of Canada. There’s a famine in the
land for the Word of God.”
Sensing God’s leading, Mark and his family
moved to North Vancouver two years ago,
and Mark took over teaching Ed’s midweek
Bible study. Now called Calvary Fellowship
North Vancouver, the fellowship has grown
as Pastor Mark continues to teach the
Word. Mark works full time to support his
family of four.

Having experienced God’s grace himself,
Mark said, “The burden of my heart is to
share with others how good and gracious
and merciful and loving the Lord is.” He
cited Titus 3:5: “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the
washing of regeneration and renewing of
the Holy Spirit.”
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“Many of the kids and adults who
are coming have never been in a
church—ever.”
Pastor Graeme Shaw
Hope for Nanaimo
Another Canadian-born pastor on nearby
Vancouver Island is seeing the Lord bring
hope and healing in an underprivileged
community in Nanaimo.
An artist by trade, Pastor Graeme Shaw of
Calvary Fellowship Nanaimo recounted his
roundabout journey to pastoring a CC in
southwestern Canada. Having pastored a
church in the Arctic, Graeme moved his
family south and looked for a place to fellowship. “I was really saddened by what
I found and almost gave up on finding a
church for our family to attend,” he said,
adding that many churches either lacked
Bible teaching or had “outright doctrinal
error.” One day he heard Pastor Chuck
Smith of CC Costa Mesa, CA, on the radio
emphasizing the need for expositional Bible
teaching. “I was really encouraged by that,”
Graeme recalled. “I had always taught expositionally, and I knew the power of that
way of teaching. I wanted to know more.”
Receiving encouragement from other CC
pastors in Canada, Graeme and his wife,
Linda, started a home fellowship in the upscale part of Nanaimo. For several years, the
fellowship fluctuated—sometimes swelling
with college students, then depleting in the
summer. Finally, he said, “our numbers
completely collapsed.”
During a CC pastors’ conference in Warm
Beach, WA, Graeme questioned his calling. “I really sought the Lord: Is this a big
joke? Am I trying to do something You
don’t want me to do?” He didn’t expect a
clear answer or a vision, but he received
one—though a bit warily. “I thought I was
grasping at straws. The vision was to go to
another location in the center of town—an
area [with] significant economic, social,
and spiritual challenges.” After debating
and praying for several months, he stepped
out to see if the Lord would confirm the vision. He approached Fairview Community
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School and was amazed at the open door
he found. A cult group, the Bahá’í Faith,
had been holding weekly meetings at the
school for a year but had recently left. The
director of community programs in the
school welcomed Graeme and told him
church meetings and outreaches could be
announced in the school. She was true to
her word.
“The outreach we did on Halloween was
announced over the PA system and put on
the billboard outside the school,” he said.
“It was a wonderful success, with almost
100 kids and their parents attending. The
reception we have received here has been
incredibly warm.” He added, “Our presence in the community has been expanding. I walk by the school now, and kids
call out, ‘Hi, Pastor Graeme.’ ... People are
coming, from the area and beyond.”

Graeme greets Bud with a hug at the
monthly youth paintball outreach.

The Fairview fellowship has been a place of
healing. “In this area, there’s a lot of heartache, economic stress, and people dealing
with the hard consequences of sin. God has
us in exactly the right place.”

Pastor Graeme Shaw of CF Nanaimo and Bud Curtis pray with youth before Calvary
Sunday paintball. Fun and fellowship with teens affords opportunities to minister.

He added, “Many of the kids and adults
who are coming have never been in a
church—ever. People are coming to the
Lord; others are growing in their faith and
knowledge of the Word.”
An American who ministered on nearby
Gabriola Island, Bud Curtis, teamed up
with Graeme to reach community kids
through paintball games. “It’s fun, but—
more importantly—as we spend time with
them and show them we care, it affords us
the opportunity to tell them about Jesus.”
Graeme has found mutual encouragement
through Bud. The two men pray weekly for
the area and for each other. Graeme recalled,
“He has been an amazing encouragement to
me as a dear brother in the Lord.” Bud and
his wife, Anne Marie, served on Gabriola
Island for several years and are seeking the
Lord on where to serve next.

Teenage boys and girls enjoy several hours of

Called Back to Canada
After pastoring churches in Lynden, WA,
and Stockport, England, Pastor Mike
Murray came to assume the pastorate at
Calvary Chapel Ridge-Meadows in 2004.
The fellowship in the Vancouver suburb has
been active since 2000, and has grown to

playing paintball on Gabriola Island.

nearly 100 adults and 40 children. Natives
of Canada, Mike and his wife, Yvonne,
have seen several accept Christ and rededicate their lives—some making a public
profession of faith through baptism.
Having served at CC Lynden for five years
with Mike and later with Pastor Ken Sutton,
Brent Smith felt the Lord calling him

Bud helps teens load paintball guns.
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Pastor Brent Smith
back to his homeland and started Calvary
Chapel Langley in 2001. Beginning as a
midweek Bible study, the fellowship grew
and began meeting on Sunday mornings
also. Now they meet at Langley Meadows
Community School.
“It has been a joy to see how the Lord has
blessed this new church,” Pastor Brent said.
“It has been an incredible venture of faith
thus far. We are looking forward to seeing
what God has in store until He comes.”
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A musician plays a Vietnamese violin at
Stanley Park.

and left churches where New Age philosophies and anti-biblical doctrines were being
taught. He recounted, “Even in Christian
churches here, the Word of God has been
put on the shelf, and they are teaching from
the latest books out there. It’s become really
flaky and fluffy.”

Lord laid on my heart to plant a church here.
I struggled with that for a couple of years.
Finally in 1998, it got to the point where
I was so uncomfortable sitting in church
because I knew what the Lord wanted me
to do, but I didn’t want to do it.”

Citing Zechariah 4:6, Brent said he seeks
to rely on the Holy Spirit and the Lord’s
power instead of his own. “It’s about staying in a place of reliance on Him, taking
time to hear from Him, letting Him do the
work,” he said. “It’s really tempting to try
to manipulate or make things happen, to
get your hands on things. But we need to
stay in that place of seeking and hearing
from the Lord.”

Graeme teaches verse by verse from the Word of God. CF Nanaimo meets in
a local elementary school.

“It’s about staying in a place
of reliance on Him, taking
time to hear from Him,
letting Him do the work.”

The famous Empress Hotel has a sweeping view of Victoria’s inner harbor.

Graeme’s wife, Linda, teaches Sunday
school to youngsters.

Having grown up in denominational
churches, Brent enjoys the balance of CC’s
philosophy of ministry. “It’s been a real
blessing, really refreshing. Denominations
can become very political and man-driven,”
he said. “Serving in Lynden showed me
something very Word-driven and led by
the Holy Spirit.”
He grieves over what he has seen in his
homeland over the past few decades.
“Canada has become very immoral. The
whole fabric of our society has become
really stretched and tattered with liberal

viewpoints,” he said. “It has followed in the
shadow of England and the UK, and has
become a very post-church culture. People
have grown up in a religious atmosphere
but have become hard and cold toward it
now. It’s very different from the States.”
A blossoming suburb of Vancouver, Langley
is a family-oriented community. God has
brought many people with a hunger for
the Word of God, and the fellowship has
grown by word of mouth to nearly 100
adults. “We can’t take any credit for it,” he
said. Many appreciate the Bible teaching

Venture in Faith video. “I thought, ‘That’s
what church should be like: simple, about
Jesus, about God’s Word,’” he recalled.
In 1995, the Calvary Chapel he was
attending in Vancouver moved to Burnaby,
45 minutes away. Pete continued to teach
a Bible study in Richmond and attended
the Burnaby church on Sunday. “We were
witnessing to people [in Richmond], and
we wanted them to get plugged into a good,
Bible-believing church. But Burnaby was so
far away for them,” he remembered. “The

He attended the CC Northwest Pastors’
Conference in Washington State, where
Pastor Don McClure encouraged him
to take a step of faith. “He reminded me
that if the Lord guides, He’ll provide. He
told me testimony after testimony of guys

He added that he has seen a strong unity
growing among the Calvary Chapel pastors in Canada. The annual Canadian
pastors’ conference has been a great encouragement, he said. “That’s been a huge
help—getting to know the other guys, to
fellowship together, and see what the Lord
is doing in other places. It’s great to talk to
people who have been through what you’re
going through, or to use your past experiences to help others.”

Restored Lives in Richmond
Having lived in Richmond since his boyhood, Pete Jansen reluctantly planted
Calvary Chapel Richmond in 1999. His first
exposure to Calvary Chapel was through a

The Totem was the coat of arms for Native Americans in B.C. The poles were carved
from western red cedar, and each carving depicts a real or mythical event.
43

Canada part 2

Richard Macdonald of CC Richmond shares the Gospel at the Steveston Salmon Festival
on Canada Day, July 1. CC Richmond believers handed out tracts, books, and CDs.
want to be discipled to serve in the church.
Half a dozen teenagers who have accepted
Christ and are growing in their faith attend
the discipleship class. “As part of the study,
they are asked to come alongside and help
with some of the established ministries in
the church—to become assistants … in
our media ministry, children’s ministry,” he
said. “We have really seen personal growth
in them over the past year.” The teens now
have a heart to minister to Richmond’s
growing homeless population, he added.
Brent Smith, senior pastor of CC Langley, leads a Bible study at his home in British Columbia. God has brought people to the fellowship

Theresa Bredenhof, left, and Hannah DeKleer share a Bible.
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who have a hunger for the Word of God.

who had stepped out in faith, and the Lord
blessed it.” Pete took that step of faith in
January of 1999, starting Sunday morning services as CC Richmond. The fellowship grew slowly, starting with 10. After a
few years, it grew to 35, then finally to 55.
They moved to various locations as they
grew until they came to the local Christian
elementary school where they have met for
three years. “It’s been amazing what the
Lord has done,” said Pastor Pete. “When
we started the Bible study, we had a lot of
people with church backgrounds. When
we started meeting on Sunday, we were attracting the unchurched—single parents,
people with life issues, addictions.”

ministering to the family. The church really
grew, emotionally and spiritually,” he said.
“They became not just hearers of the Word,
but doers. It was amazing to see the Word
bearing fruit, taking lives that were broken
and empty and filling them.”

Tragedy and challenge have brought the
body closer together, he said—particularly
after one woman from the fellowship
committed suicide. “People here began

The Lord has also raised up many young
people who have grown in their faith and
want to serve God. They have a bi-weekly
youth group, and a monthly group that

And let us consider one another
in order to stir up love and good
works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is
the manner of some, but exhorting
one another, and so much the more
as you see the Day approaching.
Hebrews 10:24–25

Kelowna, which has more than 100,000
people and borders Lake Okanagan. Pastor
Dale encouraged all believers, “As we follow Christ, we want to build people up to
see their lives as a high calling with a purpose well beyond this world.”

Not that I have already attained,
or am already perfected; but I
press on, that I may lay hold of
that for which Christ Jesus has
also laid hold of me. Philippians 3:12

Located near the historical fishing village
of Steveston, the church reaches out during
the annual Salmon Festival. Believers share
the Gospel in the crowd, and the church
gives out free water and literature. Looking
back on CC Richmond’s past eight years,
Pete said, “It’s just been incredible what the
Lord has done.”

CC Kelowna
Dale Baldwin pastors Calvary Chapel
Kelowna, which meets in a community
center on Sunday mornings. “We average
about 80 to 100 adults per Sunday, up
from about 35 when we first arrived in
1999,” he said.
CC Kelowna also has several smaller
meetings throughout the week at believers’ homes, including a young adult
home group, a ladies’ fellowship, men’s
fellowship, and a prayer gathering. They
rent a regular church office in the city of

Vancouver is the largest city in B.C.

Calvary Chapels in Canada
w w w. c c s u n s h i n e c o a s t . c o m /
chapels.html
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