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Behold, I will do a new thing,
now it shall spring forth. Isaiah 43:19a
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Leaving their home in Southern California
to start a church in a new place was simply an act of obedience for the Finch family—though they are a family of seven and
Rodney Finch could list only “God” as his
employer when looking for a place to live.
Now it is clear that moving cross country
from California to Raleigh, NC, 12 years
ago was part of God’s plan: The church they
started has become one of the five largest
in the tri-city Triangle—and one of the few
with racially mixed congregations.
The Finches could not have predicted how
the community around them would blossom as well. New high-level industry arrived
the same time as the Finches, opening up
thousands of jobs and drawing new residents from around the country. Now rated
among the best places to live and work in
the U.S., Cary’s population has doubled in
the past decade to more than 120,000 current residents. Reminiscent of God’s strategic placement of Esther in the Bible, Pastor
Rodney Finch believes God put him in the
right place at the right time to plant Calvary
Chapel Cary and reach the thousands that
would come.

Rodney leads the fellowship in prayer.
Pastor Rodney Finch of CC Cary teaches from the Bible.
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Franklin and Dottie Lanier present their son,
the baby’s dedication to the Lord.

Gabriel, to the pastor during

Rodney shares a quiet moment of prayer with believers
between Sunday morning services.
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CC Cary, North Carolina

CC Cary has grown to nearly 1,600 adults and 600 children in 12 years’ time.

Rodney shares a laugh with members of the Cary fellowship. He hopes that all believers will feel welcome and at home when they come to

“The ‘New South’ is
emerging as more
tolerant of racial
diversity and is
making its way into
the churches. Praise
God for that.”
Pastor Rodney Finch
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the church.

Barriers Broken

Members of the CC Cary worship team pray together before one of the three Sunday morning services.

As with any act of obedience to God’s will,
there were bumps along the way and people
who said it couldn’t be done—particularly
in the South where there was still a racial
divide, and people either attended a “white
church” or a “black church.” In 1995, it was
rare for a black pastor to lead a white church
and vice versa. But as Pastor Rodney remembers the journey, he can see the many ways
in which the Lord orchestrated the church
plant and broke down racial stigmas so the
fellowship could flourish and believers could
embrace people of any race.

“I once heard that Sunday is the most segregated day of the week,” Rodney said. “In
man’s economy, there is a ‘black church’ and
a ‘white church.’ But in God’s economy, it’s
simply His church and His people.”
Rodney believes his multicultural congregation is a reflection of the “New South”—
one that is open to families of any race.
“Generally, there is still a radical divide in
the churches in the South. At the same time,
it has changed and is continuing to change.
The ‘New South’ is emerging as more tolerant of racial diversity and is making its way
into the churches. Praise God for that.”

Vision for the Journey

In 1995, Rodney began to have a series of
visions and dreams from God about moving to a new area to plant a church. He
remembers one dream in which he felt they
were called to move east, and he shared the
dream with his wife, Elvira. “She asked me
where. I didn’t know, just somewhere east,”
Rodney said.

After additional visions about the move,
Rodney consulted with his pastor at Calvary
Chapel of Temecula, CA. His pastor sensed
God’s leading and suggested Rodney contact
CC Outreach Fellowship. The director at
the time was Pastor Brian Brodersen—now

Duke Knepper and Eric Phillips discuss thoughts from the Word.
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Claire Wilcox, children’s ministry director, leads children in a worship song.

Fourth-graders in a midweek class raise their hands to answer a question about the Bible.

Children listen intently to a Bible story.
the assistant pastor at CC Costa Mesa, CA—
and Rodney spoke to Brian about his visions
to move eastward and plant a church.
“Brian said a couple had called from North
Carolina about getting a church started,”
Rodney recalled. Brian asked Rodney what
he thought about Raleigh, and he responded,
“Where is that?”
Rodney continued to pray about ministering
in Raleigh. After talking to the couple who
had called Brian, Rodney and Elvira decided
to visit for two days. In March of 1995, they
landed at the Raleigh airport. While Elvira
was renting a car, Rodney stepped outside
to get a breath of fresh air and sensed the
Lord speaking to him again. “I felt the Spirit
tell me, ‘This is where I have called you,’”
Rodney recalled.
The couple was skeptical that God was calling
Rodney to the area and said they would not
attend his church if he did return. Before he
and Elvira headed home, Rodney told them,
“If I come back and start a church, you will

know it is of God because it is financially
impossible for us with five children.”
When they got back to California, Rodney
felt led to sell everything. Three months
later, with only $3,700, the Finches packed
up their car and headed across the country
toward Raleigh.
Their first stop was Chapel Hill, the smallest of the Triangle cities, where Elvira and
Rodney went apartment hunting with no
jobs and no local references. “No one would
rent to us. On the application, I put that my
employer was God,” Rodney said.
The next day, they tried Durham with no
success. Frustrated, the Finches prayed
to God for a place to live. Next they tried
Morrisville, a town outside of Raleigh,
and Rodney continued to list God as his
employer. The landlord asked him if God
was going to pay his rent.
After some discussion, the woman agreed to
give them an apartment if they paid three

months’ rent up front—a whopping $3,400.
Four weeks later, their landlady asked Elvira
if her husband would start a Bible study at
the clubhouse—and so CC Cary was born.
“Elvira came running, saying, ‘God wants
you to start a church here; I just know it,’”
Rodney said.

The New Church Grows

They began studying in the first chapter of
Acts; in five weeks, the fellowship grew to 35
people. Thanks to one man in the fellowship who owned three acres with a trailer
and a garage, the church gained its own
space. Believers renovated the garage into
a sanctuary, and the church grew to more
than 70 people. After a year and a half, CC
Cary was hosting two services with more
than 100 people. During their first year,
the Lord provided for the Finches through
believers sending support gifts. After that,
the church provided a small salary. “To tell
you the truth, I don’t know how the bills got
paid, but we never missed a meal,” Rodney
recalled with a smile.

“To tell you the truth, I don’t know how the bills
got paid, but we never missed a meal.”
Kayla Fuga shares a story about Adam and Eve with 4-year-olds.
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Pastor Rodney Finch
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They moved next to what was affectionately
known as the “gas station church”—the
space being adjacent to a gas station in
Cary—and hosted three services. Six years
ago, they moved to the current building
with a congregation of 300 adults and children. To accommodate growth, it was renovated three times.
Now the church has 1,600 adults, nearly 600
children, and three services. Again bursting
at the seams, CC Cary recently purchased
land to develop a campus. In the meantime,
the church will undergo temporary changes
to expand the sanctuary for the fourth time
to seat 800 people.
No matter how much the church grows,
Rodney hopes it will always have an intimate,
welcoming atmosphere. “Church should say,
‘You’re welcome here, get comfortable, and
come sit.’ It doesn’t have to be cold,” he said,
adding that church should never be about
money or the size of the congregation. He
shared his focus: “We invest the Word in
people so they will continue to grow.”

Worship and the Word

A hallmark of CC Cary in comparison to
other churches of the South is its verseby-verse approach to studying the Bible.
Rodney’s passion is to make the Bible easy
to understand so that believers can apply it
to their lives. “The Bible is the most important message to ever fall on the ears of man,”
he said.
Steve and Michelle Leslie, who first began
attending CC Cary during its “gas station” days, lead the praise team. Recalling
their first visit to the church, Steve said, “I

“The Bible
is the most
important
message to
ever fall on the
ears of man.”
Pastor Rodney Finch
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remember telling Michelle … ‘What kind
of church is in a gas station? If we get in
there and anybody starts doing anything
weird, we’re out of here.’ … When Pastor
Rodney taught the Word verse by verse, we
knew that we had found a home.”
CC Cary encourages believers both to
know God’s Word and to worship Him in
love. “The worship ministry at CC Cary has
… become a very large part of our church
because Pastor Rodney has a true desire to
worship,” Steve said. “When the pastor has
a desire to worship the way he and Elvira do,
it really [has] an impact on the church.”

Ministry at Home and Beyond

Rodney and Elvira Finch

CC Cary has several regular ministries,
including a vibrant Prison Ministry and
Rodney’s “Salt & Light” radio ministry that
is aired on two local stations. “It’s a way to
reach other unreached communities with
the Word of God,” he said.
Another successful community outreach is
a home school co-op that CC Cary facilitates, which has blossomed into a large
following. “It’s not just serving CC Cary
church members; it’s a mission field to the
community,” Rodney said. “Many families
who are in the home school program have
come to church.”
The church also participates in foreign missions trips. Elvira recently went to Russia
for a women’s ministry outreach. The
church also has trips to Israel, Hungary,
Romania, and India. “[Going] to India is
our way of obeying the Great Commission,”
Rodney said. “It’s important that we
take the Gospel outside our four walls to
[unreached] places.”

New Churches Born

Believers from CC Cary have gone out to
plant or pastor fellowships in other parts of
North Carolina: Raleigh, Chapel Hill, Wake
Forest, and Wilmington.
Pastor Clay Ritter of CC Wilmington and
his wife, Tammy, were spiritually nurtured
at CC Cary. “As we sat under the verse-byverse teaching of the Word … God began
to grow us in ways we never imagined,”
recalled Clay.
After serving at CC Cary for several years,
Clay felt God leading him to full-time min-

Cary lies nearly 11 miles west of Raleigh
in North Carolina.
istry. With a burden for nearby Wilmington,
the Ritters sold their house but waited on
the Lord. A few months later, a pastorship
opened up in Wilmington. “The Lord has
been faithful,” Clay said. “God is adding to
the church, and people are being saved.”

So continuing daily with one accord
in the temple, and breaking bread
from house to house, they ate their
food with gladness and simplicity
of heart, praising God and having favor with all the people. And
the Lord added to the church daily
those who were being saved.
Acts 2:46-47
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