OUT OF ISL AM

Personal Testimony

From Hezbollah to Christ: Saeed Abedini
Story by Christmas McGaughey

A devoted Muslim all his life, Saeed thought
he was spiritually complete by keeping the
traditions of Islam, fasting, and reading
the Quran. But he felt no peace—only a
heavy cloud of depression that weighed on
him day and night. He thought about the
Christian’s claims of Jesus. Saeed had been
taught that Jesus was a prophet but was not
the Son of God, and that He was not crucified nor did He rise from the dead. The
Christian’s claims—that Jesus was God, that
He died on the cross and rose again—were
considered blasphemous according to Islam.
So Saeed would first kill the pastor for blasphemy and then commit suicide.
He turned into a downtown park. His dark
thoughts were interrupted when two men
approached him with friendly faces. They
shared the Gospel with him—that Jesus’
death on the cross was payment for Saeed’s
sins if he would only believe in Jesus. They
said that God had spoken to them and
showed them the truth. Saeed looked from
one man to the other: Why would God
speak to these men when He had not spoken to anyone since Muhammad? After a
prophecy which they gave Saeed came true,
Saeed eventually turned to Jesus Christ as
his Savior.
Because Islam teaches that the Bible has
been corrupted, Saeed wondered whether
Jesus really would return. One night, with
his heart full of questions, he fell asleep.
He related the life-changing experience: That
night, he was suddenly awakened by what
sounded like a voice saying, “Saeed, I am
coming back soon. Go preach My Gospel.”
Groggy, Saeed was momentarily confused
before lapsing back into sleep. The same
message awoke him two hours later. Then
around 4 a.m., he was jolted from sleep
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Saeed and Naghmeh Abedini

“Many of the people
... were searching for
Bibles for years.”
Naghmeh Abedini

again. He related: “The voice was so powerful—like thunder—and there was a great
light in my room … I said, ‘OK. Amen. I
will do it.’ … Then I could see the back of
Jesus walking away into the mountains.”

“And behold, I am coming quickly,
and My reward is with Me, to give
to every one according to his work.
… I, Jesus, have sent My angel to
testify to you these things in the
churches. I am the Root and the
Offspring of David, the Bright and
Morning Star.” Revelation 22:12, 16
From that day on, Saeed began sharing
the Gospel on the streets. He prayed as
he walked, and the Holy Spirit seemed to
steer him toward certain people. “One day

the Lord showed me a lady wearing a full
Islamic veil. It is not custom for a man to
talk to a woman on the street, but the Lord
kept putting on my heart to go and talk to
her.” He walked toward her, calling to her to
listen as he shared about Jesus. She walked
to a deserted street and turned to him. She
was crying. She told Saeed that she had been
planning to kill herself the night before when
she saw a necklace of “the Prophet Jesus”
that she had since childhood and felt in her
heart that she should “give Jesus a chance.”
She was amazed that the next day, Saeed
was the first person in her 30 years to share
the Good News with her. “She accepted the
Lord right there on the street,” he said.
Meanwhile, in the U.S., a young woman
named Naghmeh from that same country had accepted Christ and was attending
Calvary Chapel Boise, ID. Feeling prompted
to return to her homeland to share the
Gospel with her family, she was sent out as
a missionary by CC Boise in 2001. After
sharing the Gospel with her family there
for two years, she met Saeed. They immediately recognized God’s hand in bringing
them together and their mutual calling to
share the Gospel with Muslims. During a
visit from Pastor Bob Caldwell of CC Boise,
Saeed and Naghmeh were married in June of
2004; the couple continued to share Christ
in the Islam-governed country.
Many times, the couple related, the Holy
Spirit had gone before them and prepared
hearts to receive the Gospel. “Where there
is no one, the Lord Himself reveals Himself
to thirsty hearts. Many times when we were
evangelizing, many people had already
heard the Gospel through Jesus … revealing
Himself through visions and dreams,” said
Saeed. “Where there was no evangelist or
missionaries, the Lord stepped in.”
Naghmeh added, “So, many of the people
that we [shared the Gospel with] already
knew Jesus through these dreams and
visions and were searching for Bibles for
years.” The couple sought the Lord’s guidance every day. She recalled, “Every time

we wanted to evangelize, we had to pray for
God to show us the right people because
many people in [the country] are secret government officials; [and] if you evangelize to
them, you get caught and arrested. So it was
very important that the Lord would direct us
to the right people.” But they did not view
the officials as their enemies. “Many times
when we were arrested, the Lord used it as a
way for the officials to hear the Gospel,” she
said. “There were police and officials who
accepted the Lord.”
Saeed recalled, “I was always worried about
what I would do if I was arrested because in
[that country] it is not if you will be arrested
because of Jesus, but when you would be
arrested. So I knew it was coming.” First by
himself and later with Naghmeh, Saeed was
arrested several times and experienced God’s
peace and protection.
“The first time that I was arrested, there was
such a great peace over me. It was something
that I did not expect. It was the peace of
God,” Saeed related. “The officials tried to
scare me, put me in a dark room, and sent a
big, muscular man to beat me up. But as the
man was approaching me, the Lord put in
my heart that I should respect my authorities. So, even though the man was coming
toward me full of anger, I got up and smiled
at him and reached out my hand as a sign of
respect. All of a sudden, a peace came over
him, and I was able to share my faith with
him. He let me go.”
After one arrest, the couple was asked to sign
confessions of faith that would legally implicate them for the death penalty; they agreed.
The head official took Saeed aside and asked
why he had turned from his Islamic roots
to Christianity. “I told him how God had
changed my life and given me a new life, and
that years before I was ready to kill myself,”
Saeed said. “As I was telling him about Jesus,
I saw tears roll down his face. He said that he
had never heard anything like this before.”
The official ripped up their confessions and
released them under the condition that they
secretly bring him a Bible.

As the couple continued sharing the Gospel,
many came to Christ. Now there are more
than 1,000 new believers in more than 100
underground churches scattered throughout
the Islamic country, said Naghmeh.

“Behold, I say to you, lift up your
eyes and look at the fields, for they
are already white for harvest! And
he who reaps receives wages, and
gathers fruit for eternal life, that
both he who sows and he who reaps
may rejoice together. For in this
the saying is true: ‘One sows and
another reaps.’”
John 4:35b-37
Saeed related, “This verse is relevant because
the harvest in [the Middle East] is truly
white and ready to be reaped, and we are all
laborers together. Those of us who are here
[in the U.S.] are partnering with our sisters
and brothers in [the closed Islamic country]
in the work that the Lord is doing there.”
Naghmeh added, “Spiritually, people are
very open to the Lord. Many times when

we evangelized in the streets, we would just
say, ‘God loves you’ or ‘God has a plan for
you’ and people would start crying and want
to know more about Jesus. Many of them
would accept Jesus on the spot. … They
have not heard this message of love, grace,
and forgiveness; and it breaks them and
touches their hearts.”
Pastor Saeed and Naghmeh were forced
to flee the Islamic country earlier this year
because of a death sentence. Now the pair
live in Boise and have started a family. They
are helping equip the new believers and leaders of the underground church in the Middle
East and are seeking to reach Muslims in the
U.S. and abroad with the Gospel.

“As I was telling
him about Jesus,
I saw tears roll
down his face.”
Saeed Abedini
Photo by Tom Price

Saeed Abedini walked through the crowded
streets of the populous Middle Eastern city.
A member of the radical Hezbollah party, he
was plotting the murder of a Christian pastor who had told him Jesus Christ was Lord.
Then he planned to kill himself.

Many Muslim women wear different head coverings; the scarves above are called hijab.
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Leaders conference in Middle East

Persecuted Church Leaders Gather
for Baptism, Ediﬁcation
Story by Christmas McGaughey
Photos courtesy of CC Boise

Pastor Nick Long from CC Siegen, Germany, encourages underground church members.

O

n the roof of a hotel in a sprawling Middle Eastern city, more than
100 believers waited to be baptized.
They had traveled from their native Islamic
country to a neighboring, safer one for a
pastors and leaders training conference with
Calvary Chapel pastors.
The loud, mournful call to prayer rose up
from a neighboring mosque as Muslims
gathered to pray to Allah. The believers on
the hotel rooftop, who once would have
joined the throng, were instead rejoicing in
their common salvation in Jesus Christ. One
by one, they stepped into the shallow pool as
Pastor Bob Caldwell of CC Boise, ID, and
Pastor Saeed Abedini baptized them in the
name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit—a baptism that would be punishable
by death in their home country. Some of
them had waited five years to partake in the
ceremony signifying the death of their old
man and new life with Christ.

Therefore we were buried with Him
through baptism into death, that
just as Christ was raised from the
dead by the glory of the Father, even
so we also should walk in newness
of life.
Romans 6:4
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Saeed knew each believer—hugging some,
weeping or laughing with others. He recalled
how the Lord had brought them all together:
Some of them had been strangers on the
street when he had approached them with
the Gospel. Others had secretly been believers in Christ for years but had not known
God’s Word until he gave them a Bible.
The Lord has used Saeed and his wife,
Naghmeh, to plant more than 100 underground churches throughout their Islamic
homeland. Forced out of their home country
by a death sentence, now they must minister
to the new believers from afar. But the Lord
has been tending His sheep in the Islamic
nation. This conference, in which CC pastors
from the U.S. and other countries encouraged and equipped persecuted church leaders, was proof to them of God’s faithfulness.

The Persecuted
Church Rejoices

Pastor Bob Caldwell of CC Boise, ID, was
first Naghmeh’s pastor before sending her
out as a missionary to her homeland and has
been supporting Saeed and Naghmeh’s ministry for years.

Bob felt the Lord greatly refreshed the persecuted church leaders at the recent conference. “These guys had gone through a really
rough year because Saeed had been arrested

A Middle Eastern woman thanks Tammy
and Pastor Rick Brown, CC Idaho Falls.
twice and had to leave the country. From
that time on, they really had no leadership
except through our emails. These are all new
churches run by new Christians, so it has
been a pretty intense time for them,” Bob
said. “They were so worn out by the time
they [arrived]. But the outpouring of the
Spirit was just beautiful.” He cited 1 Peter
4:14a, which says, “If you are reproached for
the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the
Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you.”
He added, “Their praise was exuberant. I’ve
never seen a group of people be so drenched
[with God’s Spirit] after being so parched by
the challenges they had faced.”

Meeting in a safer Middle Eastern country, more than 100 leaders from the underground church were baptized earlier this year by
Pastor Bob Caldwell of CC Boise, ID, left, and Pastor Saeed Abedini. Some had waited 5 years to be baptized in safety.

Fruit in a Barren Land

Saeed and Naghmeh praise the Lord for the
work He is doing. “The entire ministry in
[the Islamic country] is just the Lord working—from evangelism, to the growth of the
believers, to people dedicating their lives to
preach the Gospel in all of the cities,” Saeed
said. “I had thought maybe, within three or
four years, the church would grow to a few
hundred believers. But I never imagined that
within two years the church would grow
from 150 believers in one city to over 1,000
believers in more than 47 cities. … And
it continues to grow into the thousands.”
He added, “The Lord opened hearts and
directed us to the people whom we should
evangelize, and the Lord grew the church.”

“The outpouring of
the Spirit was just
beautiful.”
Pastor Bob Caldwell

From left, Saeed, Nick, and Bob ask God to strengthen persecuted believers.
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Encouraging and Equipping

The gathering included pastors, evangelists,
and missionaries from the Islamic country.
Naghmeh explained, “Some of them get
arrested as they are evangelizing. … A lot

The gathering greatly encouraged the persecuted church leaders. Saeed explained,
“Many of them are part of underground
churches … of 15-20 believers. It was a
shock for them when they realized there
were so many other leaders/pastors from
[other parts of their own country]. It was the
first time many of them were able to gather
in a large group—120 leaders—and worship freely without fear of being arrested. …
There was great fire in them when they worshipped, and there was great hunger when
they listened to the speakers and were being
fed [the Word].”
Growing up amid anti-American propaganda, the formerly Muslim believers were
also “encouraged to see that they had brothers and sisters in America who were thinking
about them and praying for them and were
there to serve them,” Saeed said. The gathering included CC pastors from the U.S.,
Spain, and Germany.

The Underground Church

In his home country, Saeed described how
believers must gather secretly for fear of
being arrested. “Sometimes they meet in
houses, sometimes in garages which are two
to three stories underground. Many times
we have to keep changing the place of the
underground churches because the neighbors start noticing and tell the government.”
If the government finds a house church, the
believers are arrested, imprisoned, and interrogated. “[The police] will try to find out
who is the leader or pastor, and where the
other house churches are.” Then the pressure becomes more personal. “[The police]
try to get the believers to deny their faith
[and sign] a written statement that they will
not meet together anymore [or] evangelize
and serve. If they break the agreement, then
the charge becomes more serious—with
penalties ranging from long-term imprisonment to martyrdom.”

And when they had preached the
gospel to that city and made many
disciples, they returned to Lystra,

At left: Pastor Andreas Uhr of CC Siegen, left, Pastor Mike Hill of CC Aberdeen, ID, and
Pastor Rafael Manzanares of CC Mallorca pray for a Middle Eastern believer.

Sharing the Gospel with Muslims
Pastor Saeed Abedini explained how he shares the to be God, and He had to die on the cross and
Gospel with Muslim people: “First we explain the be resurrected.”
fall of humanity, how there is sin in the world
because of the fall, and our separation from God. When sharing the Gospel with a Muslim, believMuslims understand this because they know that ers should be prepared to discuss Christ’s deity and
they are sinners separated from God and must crucifixion. Muslims are taught that worship of
one day answer for their deeds in front of the the Trinity is idolatry and are offended at calling
throne of God.”
Christ the Son of God. The Quran also alleges that
an impersonator was crucified in place of Christ.
Then he explains Christ’s death on the cross:
“Only one without sin could pay the price, and Saeed added that Muslims are taught “that
God is the only One without sin. This is why God Christianity is a western religion that is trying to
came in the flesh to die for our sins. ... Jesus has take over and pollute their culture.”
Iconium, and Antioch, strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to continue in the faith,
and saying, “We must through
many tribulations enter the kingActs 14:21-22
dom of God.”
Citing the above Scripture, Saeed added,
“This is relevant to [my country] because the
[believers there] preach the Gospel, make
disciples, and suffer ‘many tribulations.’”
The believers have a strong desire to share

the Gospel with their Muslim families and
countrymen despite persecution.
“There is a great need for seminars and Bible
training for the leaders,” Saeed said. “Right
now we are praying about starting a Bible
school in the Middle East where the leaders from [Islamic countries] can come, be
trained, and go back to their closed countries and serve.” He added that the school
would be located “somewhere secure since it
will still be in the Middle East and face danger from radical Muslims.” Churches in the

What Muslims are taught

Middle Eastern pastors and leaders pray for Pastor Rick Brown of CC Idaho Falls, center, and believers in the U.S.
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“These pastors and leaders are new believers
and have very little knowledge and training of the Bible, yet they are forced to pastor sometimes hundreds of people,” Saeed
explained. “With this training seminar, we
were able to build them up in the Word of
God and equip them to go back, evangelize,
and lead their underground churches.”

of them have been jailed, threatened [with
death] … beaten up.”

States are praying for and supporting this
work and the persecuted pastors through
CC Boise, ID. Also in the works is a satellite
TV program geared to reaching Muslims in
other countries and the U.S.

CC Boise
www.ccboise.org
cindyl@ccboise.org
208-321-7440

The truth of the Bible

Scripture

Islam claims that the Bible has been corrupted, neces- Nearly 25,000 ancient and medieval copies of NT passages datsitating that the Quran be written. However, the Quran ing before and after Muhammad are consistent with modern
refers to the Bible as a reliable source (Surah 10:94).
translations such as the KJV and NKJV.

The Trinity

Muslims believe that only Allah is God; they consider “This Jesus God has raised up ... being exalted to the right
the doctrine of the Trinity to be idolatry (Surah 4:171). hand of God, and having received from the Father the promThe Bible explains how the triune God works together ise of the Holy Spirit.” Acts 2:32-33a
as Father, Son, and Spirit.

Jesus as God

Muslims are offended by the notion of God fathering “And the angel answered and said to [Mary],‘The Holy Spirit
an earthly child (Surah 19:35). It is helpful to explain will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will overthat God’s Spirit came upon Mary, a virgin, to make shadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born
her conceive supernaturally; there was no physical act will be called the Son of God.’” Luke 1:35
of intimacy.

God’s
Messenger

Muslims believe that Muhammad was the last and “God, who at various times ... spoke in time past to the fathers
by the prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by His
greatest messenger of Allah (Surah 61:6).
Son.” Hebrews 1:1-2a

The
Crucifixion

The Quran alleges that another man who looked like
Jesus was crucified in His place (Surah 4:157). However,
David—respected by Muslims as a prophet of God—
foretells the suffering of God’s Messiah. Respected first
century historians, Flavius Josephus and Tacitus, also
recorded the crucifixion of Christ as fact.

Chart compiled by CC Magazine

Though other believers had urged Saeed to
try church growth programs, he said that
teaching God’s Word has been the most
effective way to equip and grow the underground church there. The recent conference
focused on pastoral training—persevering
under persecution, teaching God’s Word
verse by verse, handling conflict with grace,
and discipling other persecuted believers.

Psalm 22, written by David, prophesies the Messiah’s suffering
and crucifixion: “But I am ... despised by the people. ... [They
say,] ‘He trusted in the LORD, let Him rescue Him.’ ... All My
bones are out of joint. ...They pierced My hands and My feet
... for My clothing they cast lots” (v. 6, 8, 14, 16, 18). All four
Gospels clearly specify the crucifixion of Jesus.
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