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Raul Ries returns to Vietnam after 40 years.

Raul contemplates his service in Vietnam as he looks over the rice paddies of Chu Lai.

A Vietnam veteran himself, Pastor Raul
Ries of Calvary Chapel Golden Springs
in Diamond Bar, CA, is reaching out
to veterans and those serving today
with the hope of Jesus Christ.
Power of the Cross

China Beach in Da Nang is an oasis of early morning tranquility rather than a center of carnage as Raul remembers it.
A 19-year-old Raul is pictured during his
service in Vietnam.
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“Jesus took the hill. Follow Him,” read a shining coin in
a recruit’s hand at the U.S. Marine Corps base at Edson
Range in Camp Pendleton, CA. On the front is a cross
on a hill with a warrior kneeling before it. On the back
is the well-known portrayal of U.S. servicemen raising
the flag at Iwo Jima, Japan, with these words inscribed:
God, country, warrior, uncommon valor. Every recruit
received one. The coins were issued by Armor of Light
Ministries—a military ministry of CC Costa Mesa, CA—
which shares the hope of Christ’s saving power with new
recruits before they go to war.
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Another speaker, Iwo Jima war veteran and
retired U.S. Marine, Major Bruce Bender,
shared how he and his men were pinned
down on the beach in a trench made by a 16inch battleship shell in World War II. With
bullets flying from every direction, he came
face to face with the realization that despite
all his military training, his only hope for
deliverance was Jesus Christ.
He shared, “I closed my eyes and started to
pray. I asked the Lord for protection but also
for the strength and courage for my men to
complete their mission.” Major Bender felt

a warm breeze cover him and a hand on his
shoulder. He sensed he heard the Lord’s
voice say, “My son, my precious son, be not
afraid for I am with you.”
Pastor Raul shared how, more than three
decades ago, God had miraculously transformed his life one Sunday evening: interrupting the destructive rage that had driven
him to consider the murder of his wife, children, and himself and bringing him to his
knees with the message of how much God
loved him and the forgiveness Christ offered
through the cross. Raul shared how, after
the ravages of serving in Vietnam, the hill
of Calvary brought him to his present inner
peace and restoration.
The recruits, who were in the middle of boot
camp, were visibly touched. Many arms that
seemed to be dragging on the ground with
exhaustion only moments before were raised
high in worship, unashamed.
By sharing Scripture and his testimony,
Pastor Raul led the recruits up Calvary’s
Hill—to the cross of Christ—through the
sinner’s prayer, to the One who died for
them, conquering every battle they will ever
engage in, “physically, emotionally, and spiritually,” Raul said.

Then he delivered Him to them
to be crucified. So they took Jesus
and led Him away. And He, bearing His cross, went out to a place
called the Place of a Skull, which
is called in Hebrew, Golgotha
[Calvary], where they crucified
Him.
John 19:16-18a
That night, nearly 300 of the 600 recruits
in the five platoons knelt and accepted Jesus

Raul, left, charades a toughness with his
Marine buddies: Murphy, top; Rodriguez,
right; Kamataris, front.
as their personal Lord and Savior, according
to Jon Rogers of Armor of Light. He added
that, often in their outreaches, the service
ends with dozens of men waiting to pray
with volunteers; still others come up who
want to know Jesus in a personal way.
Raul believes that there is a great move of the
Holy Spirit in these last days among the recruits, preparing them spiritually before they
go to war. “If God can possess their hearts
before they go off to fight, they won’t have
to suffer the traumas of war like we did,” he
said, beaming.
“We’ve watched these kids come back from
Iraq totally devastated,” said Raul, “but
what God’s doing in the Marine Corps is so
amazing. [We’re] preparing them for combat
by giving them the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
which is bringing them back safe and sound
in their minds.”
Just prior to his visit to Camp Pendleton,
Raul had an intense experience. For the first
time since his return from the Vietnam War,
he was diagnosed with seizures that brought
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A young Raul carries his M-16 automatic
riﬂe—a Marine’s constant companion.

Vietnam

A service featuring veterans’ testimonies was
held for these young men in May; Pastor
Raul was among the speakers. Raul was on
his way to Vietnam to film A Quiet Hope II,
a soon-to-be-released docudrama testifying
of God’s restoration after the traumas of war.

During ﬁlming of A Quiet Hope II, Raul reenacts shooting at the enemy across the river near Hill 55.
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The hill at Chu Lai, now a boating harbor, was the scene of intense ﬁghting during the Vietnam War.
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Vietnam
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In the Making

Meanwhile, A Quiet Hope II is scheduled for release in November of 2007. It features director/writer Ben Moses known for his work on Good Morning, Vietnam;
producer Bill McKay known for his work on the docudrama Great Souls—Six Who
Changed a Century; and Carl Bartels as director of photography. The docudrama is a
sequel to the documentary A Quiet Hope (1990) featuring Vietnam veterans Pastor
Raul Ries of CC Golden Springs, Pastor Ron Wilkins of CC Pacific Coast, Pastor
Gary Ruff of CC of the Foothills, and others. The new docudrama will be different
in its scope, geared to reach all men and women in the armed forces with testimonies
by veterans from several wars. A portion of Ries’ story in the film was shot during his
trip on location in Vietnam at “Hill 55” in Da Nang and in Chu Lai, where he had
been stationed 40 years earlier.
For more information, go to somebodylovesyou.com or call 1-800-634-9165.
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the Lord, praying, ‘All I want to do is serve
You.’ That night I couldn’t sleep. I had all
these fears, all these smells of Vietnam and
things going on in my mind. I was getting
flashbacks every three to five minutes so bad
that I prayed for God to take me. I couldn’t
get out of bed, I couldn’t study, and I was
looking for the V.C. down my street. This
went on for several days. I thought I was going to die, and then Pastor Chuck, my family members, and the church prayed for me.
The Lord heard my cry, and in His mercy,
He healed me.”

Help me, O LORD my God! Oh, save
me according to Your mercy, that
they may know that this is Your
hand—that You, LORD, have done
Psalm 109:26-27
it!
Raul shared at two outreaches at Camp Pendleton, CA. At the ﬁrst event, nearly 300 of 600
outreach, pictured above, nearly 400 of 500 recruits present came forward as Raul led them

Raul prays with a young recruit.
on flashbacks, leaving him shell-shocked and
numb. Serving in ministry for over 30 years,
the Vietnam veteran had been a picture of a
restored life. He had just agreed to make the
sequel film, A Quiet Hope II, and his desire
was to reach out to returning veterans who
may be suffering from Post Traumatic Stress
Disorder (PTSD). As he has watched young
men and women from his congregation return from the Middle East, he has seen the
same devastation in their lives as his friends
from Vietnam decades ago. He had been
warned that he would be attacked spiritually
for taking on this project. Nothing would
prepare him for what he was about face.
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recruits knelt to accept Jesus. At the second
in the sinner’s prayer at Edson Range in July.

A Time to Heal

Through the filming of A Quiet Hope II,
Raul’s dream of returning to Vietnam was

His Own Battle

Pastor Raul Ries drove up to his home on a
stormy February evening. Thick fog hovered
over the hill as lightning crashed through
the heavens and hail pounded the ground
unrelentingly. Suddenly, Raul was hit with
a flashback so intense that he began feeling
terrified, alone, and surrounded by the Viet
Cong. The nausea began from the bottom
of his abdomen and rose all the way to his
throat and up into his head.
Raul described the experience: “I called my
wife on the phone, and I said, ‘Sharon, the
V.C. [Viet Cong] are trying to kill me.’ My
wife immediately came home and found
me in my office on my face weeping before

Raul, center with sunglasses, poses with
his buddies in Vietnam.

Raul walks along China Beach with his wife, Sharon, during their visit to Vietnam
together to ﬁlm A Quiet Hope II.

fulfilled. Visiting the place that had brought
him so much anguish was very poignant for
Raul and his wife Sharon. Muddy rivers flow
through the foliage and rice paddies, into
towns that were once clusters of huts. Every
family had a small plot designated for rice
paddies which they harvested themselves.
Boats the shape of large saucers flooded the
waters as fisherman reeled in fish, shellfish,
and jellyfish which they cook at dawn right
there on China Beach.
This is the area where Raul was first dropped
so many years ago, before there was hope,
before he knew God. In the foggy distance,
you can see what appears to be a mountain, known as Marble Mountain, south
of Da Nang and not far from Hill 55—the
place where his unit, Alpha One Seven
(Alpha Company, 1st Battalion, 7th Marine
Regiment), was stationed. A short distance
away from the now bustling beach city, Hill
55 was home. During the Vietnam War,
some men would read their letters; others
would drink or smoke; but everyone knew
they were a gunshot away from eternity,
recalled Raul. This is the place where they
were picked up or dropped directly into the
land smoldering with war.

Raul with school children near Chu Lai
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“At the time, you just knew you were going
to die. It was just a matter of when,” said
Raul. Agent Orange, jungle rot, blood sucking leeches, limbs blown off—these were all
part of everyday existence. “When someone didn’t show up back at camp, a new
recruit would immediately take his place,
and we’d fall asleep wondering which one
of us would not make it back to the hill
the next day,” Raul said quietly. The hill is
where he was med-evacuated out when he
was wounded, leaving him to recover on the
U.S.S. Sanctuary before he was shipped back
to his unit after 30 days. “When they took
me to the Sanctuary, I began to flip out,”
he recalled. Raul could not stand the sight
of his fellow servicemen reduced to torsos,
their limbs blown off; those who had been
burned by Agent Orange; and still others
with shrapnel covering entire portions of
their bodies.
Raul also visited Chu Lai, a village with a
river that winds down and around what
used to be a hotbed of carnage. This is
where he had first been stationed on a hill
overlooking the Trabong River, enduring
the daily patrols, ambushes, and operations.
He witnessed many of his buddies wounded,
maimed, and killed. Upon reflection, Raul
knows that he was divinely protected.
The visit brought him a sense of closure
and healing. When asked if he would return
again, he said, “I want to take other vets
back there so the Lord can heal them too.
For me, it brought healing.”

After returning from Vietnam, another
one of Raul’s lifelong desires came true.
Through filming A Quiet Hope II, he reunited for the first time in 40 years with
three of his buddies that he fought alongside
with in Alpha One Seven. They gathered
at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall
in Washington, D.C., this past July. In the
group were Tom “Kam” Kamataris and Pete
“Chick” Cicatelli—who, along with Raul,
had received Purple Heart medals—as well
as Pete Silva, who had received a Bronze
Star. Raul had the opportunity to share with
them about Jesus Christ as the One who
“took the hill” of Calvary for them, nailing
their physical and emotional wounds to the
cross so that they would never have to bear
them again.
Kam brought his journal in which he had
recorded the day-to-day warfare, the deaths
and mutilations of their buddies, including
the day when Silva lost his legs and Ries
carried them to the helicopter. One by one,
they tearfully searched for the names of their
fallen comrades on the Wall. They found
the name of Stutes, their eager young buddy
who was blown up by a “Bouncing Betty”
landmine and whose torso Chick had held
in his arms and delivered to the helicopter
where he died. As they found each name on
the Wall, they embraced each other sobbing.
Chick told Raul: “I’ve come to the conclusion that I have been on patrol my whole
life, and we have finally made it back to the
hill.” This time, it is the hill called Calvary.

A ﬁsherman navigates the Trabong River
in Chu Lai. The saucer-like boats are a
common sight there.

Equipping the Church
in Vietnam

CC Golden Springs will be collaborating
with a contact known as “Dan,” or Thienan
Dang, in translating the Bible and Raul’s
personal testimony From Fury to Freedom
into Vietnamese. “We want to provide these
resources for the underground church which
is now hundreds of congregations strong,”
Raul explained. Though statistics are unclear
due to Communist control, some feel that
Christianity has become the second largest
religion in the country after Buddhism.
“I got blown away by the Lord,” Raul said.
“He gave me a love for the Vietnamese people that I never had before.” The recent trip
will not be the last for Raul and his wife
Sharon, they said. There are too many reasons to return.

Raul’s unit, Alpha One Seven, fought
their battles in Da Nang and Chu Lai.

A farmer works the land in a rice paddy. Rice is a staple in the Vietnamese diet.

10

CC Golden Springs
www.calvarygs.org
909-396-1884

