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Above, Mariah White, front, and Samantha White line up for Sunday school. Facing page, Pastor Scott Gallatin baptizes a boy.

“I

believe every man needs a rooster in his life,” said Pastor Bil Gallatin, referring
to Peter’s denial of Christ. Bil has served the Lord full-time as a Calvary Chapel
pastor and teacher for three decades. “About 25 years ago, I had gotten selfrighteous without realizing it. So on my cell phone, it rings with a rooster crowing just
to remind me never to think more highly of myself than I should,” he said.
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The work started slower than
The book relates how Bil—
the new pastor had anticipated.
delivered from demonic pos“The first thing I learned was
Bil and Rosemary
that God didn’t need me,” Bil
session—turned away from his
Gallatin
recalled, chuckling. “Nothing
bizarre, violent behavior and
psychedelic drug use to accept Jesus Christ worked. I tried to clone everything.” He
and began attending CC Costa Mesa, CA, had expected another large tent filled with
hippies—like the work the Lord had done
in 1970.
at CC Costa Mesa.
After growing in the Word, Bil worked as a
carpenter at the church and later attended During that phone call, Pastor Chuck prayed
Pastor Chuck’s Shepherd School. Among that with Bil and encouraged him to give the
handful of men who were personally discipled Lord a little more time to do His work. Bil
by Pastor Chuck were Jeff Johnson, pastor of recalled, “All of a sudden, there was an exploCC Downey, CA; and Mike MacIntosh, pas- sion: People began coming from everywhere.”
tor of Horizon Christian Fellowship.
In retrospect, Bil said, “I think Satan was
trying to get me to cut and run; I thought
Feeling the Lord’s leading, Bil and Rosemary I was a failure. I think that happens with
moved to Rochester, NY, in 1977. A few a lot of young people who go out [to start
months after arriving, Bil called Pastor Chuck new works]. They think everything will be a
asking to come back to Southern California. CC Costa Mesa phenomenon. But that was
New Yorkers didn’t seem receptive to the a phenomenon; it wasn’t normal. God was
verse-by-verse Bible teaching.
using CC Costa Mesa in a special way at that
time to affect the U.S.—like He had used
Luther, Wesley, and Spurgeon.”

Brit Powell, left, leads Sunday school students in worship.
Remarking on his 30-plus years of service,
Bil said, “One specific thing I’ve learned is
His amazing grace—especially when we fail.
It doesn’t surprise Him; it just surprises us.
He knew all of our failures before He even
chose us … Satan would have had me throw
in the towel, but God’s grace sustained me.”
Bil was one of the first young men—along
with Pastor Joe Focht of CC Philadelphia,
PA—to plant a Calvary Chapel in the East
Coast in the 1970s. Since then, the fellowship—called CC Finger Lakes, NY—has

helped plant dozens of churches in the New
York area and around the world. In the last
five years, the Lord has given Bil a new calling: to travel to other countries to encourage
believers and new fellowships.
Nearly five years ago, he turned over the
senior pastorship of CC Finger Lakes—
located in Farmington, NY—to his son,
Scott Gallatin. Both enjoy their close relationship as father and son, mentor and pastor. When he is stateside, Bil often teaches
at the fellowship and at the church’s small
and informal School of Ministry.

A New Season

“The last thing I thought was that I would
be the pastor,” Scott recalled. He had served
at the church in various capacities: Sunday
school, the radio station, ushering, teaching
at the Bible school. Then his father mentioned that he would like Scott to step into
the role of head pastor someday. “I thought
he meant in 20 years,” Scott recalled. “I
didn’t want it to be a case of nepotism. As
I sought the Lord, He confirmed it through
the first few verses of Psalm 78.”

Open Bibles are a common sight as
believers enjoy verse-by-verse teaching.
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I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark sayings of old,
which we have heard and known,
and our fathers have told us. We
will not hide them from their children, telling to the generation to
come the praises of the LORD, and

“The Jim Jones tragedy—in which he poisoned more than 900 people—happened to
coincide with our arrival in Rochester. No
one had heard of Pastor Chuck or the wonderful phenomenon of Calvary
Chapel,” Bil recalled. “We were
called a ‘cult.’ That’s common
with new works. So we had to live
in such a way to show that to be
a lie. We just prayed and taught
the Bible.”

CC Finger Lakes, NY

Bil Gallatin
In the book Harvest, Pastor Chuck Smith of
Calvary Chapel Costa Mesa, CA, recounted
meeting Bil Gallatin a few months after his
conversion in 1969: “This
220-pound man with a thick
beard and long hair came to
our fellowship in denim overalls. He had recently sold his
.357 magnum revolver. Bil was
no one you wanted to mess
around with.”

Senior Pastor Scott Gallatin, left, of CC

Finger Lakes prays for Wilson Cruz.

His strength and His wonderful
works that He has done. Psalm 78:2-4

various other ministries. “All I can say is, it’s
a miracle that this transition has happened.
… It’s just Jesus,” he said with a smile.

“It’s a big transition when a first-generation
pastor leaves—and that’s starting to happen in Calvary Chapels,” Scott said. “The
congregation here had a pastor whom they’d
fallen in love with and followed for years. …
They didn’t ask for that change, so they had
to be allowed time to mull it over.” For him,
the challenges were different: He would suddenly be pastor to several men on staff whom
he had looked up to as uncles for years; he
would oversee a church, a Bible school, and

“It’s a thrill to serve together as father and
son. At first it was awkward: He’s such a
lion, a real strong leader, and I’m a bit more
reluctant. He’s used to leading, and I’m used
to following. So for those roles to change
was uncomfortable for us both,” he recalled.
“But the blessing for me is that, while he’s
here, he fills in—we utilize his gifts. He still
teaches at the School of Ministry; he did
our Christmas Eve service and the Prophecy
Conference.” Scott has often sought Bil’s

Jeff Gallatin, manager of WZXV, CC Finger Lakes’ Christian radio station, records a
radio announcement. WZXV also reaches Rochester, Auburn, Syracuse, and beyond.
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have fewer churches per capita than
we’ve ever had in any other time of
our history.” CC Finger Lakes has
a School of Ministry for men and
women to come and learn biblical
principles and practical ministry.
They also have a two-week Shepherd’s
School modeled after Pastor Chuck’s
school that Pastor Bil attended more
than 30 years ago.

Glenn Feidner plays with youngster Devon
DeRuyter at the annual summer picnic.
advice about issues or questions that have
arisen over the past four years. “But sometimes I couldn’t reach him; I could only go
to the Lord.”

Training & Sending

Though the pastorship has changed, Scott
added, “God has still given us the same calling: to begin new church plants in America
because we are probably the fourth largest
unchurched population in the world. We

“Men are challenged at the school:
Maybe God is calling you to a city
that doesn’t have a good, solid, lineby-line Bible-teaching church,” Scott
said. For the Shepherd’s School,
CC Finger Lakes asks its daughter
churches and other CCs if they would
recommend any men in their fellowships who are interested in going
into the ministry. The men gather
in Franklin, PA, for two weeks learning the CC Distinctives and being
taught from the Word by seasoned
pastors. “We give them an idea of what real
ministry is all about and how to recognize
the call of the Lord. We ask if they have a
spiritual gift or a talent that can be cultivated
for His service. Some guys respond that they
are called; some recognize that they are not.
It’s somewhat like a filter,” Scott said. “Not
everybody is called to be a senior pastor;
some are called to assist. The best thing is to
find out what you are called to.”

Pastor Tony Falcione drives children around the church grounds as Brit Powell leads
them in song.
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On discerning one’s calling, Scott commented, “Paul said, ‘woe is me if I preach
not the gospel’ (1 Corinthians 9:16b).
It’s not a career, not a job. If you can do
anything else, then go do that. But if this
desire is burning in you and you can’t stop
thinking about it, and it’s your passion to
serve Him full time, I believe God is beginning to call you. We encourage guys to seek
the Lord, get in the Word, and see what He
tells them through His Word.”

From New York to the World

Jack and Jan Slocum first began attending
CC Finger Lakes nearly 20 years ago, back
when attendees brought portable lawn
chairs, since seating was limited but space
was plentiful in the skating rink building.
They attended Bible classes at night—what
has now grown into the School of Ministry.
“The guys who were our teachers are now pastors of other Calvary Chapels,” Jan said. “Or
they were leading home Bible studies back
then.” Jack remarked, “We’ve seen God call

Glen Amesbury, front right, thanks God for the meal with his family at CC Finger
Lakes’ annual picnic and baptism.

“Maybe God is calling you to a city
that doesn’t have a good, solid,
line-by-line Bible-teaching church.”
Pastor Scott Gallatin
men to be faithful to the Word and share it
with those who are hungry. Then He raises
up co-laborers to come alongside them.”
Involved in the missions ministry, Jack
added, “We have gone from having outreaches only in New York to having 14 missionaries around the world now.” Believers
at CC Finger Lakes support missionaries
through prayer, financial support, and other
gifts of encouragement; a large missions bulletin board with prayer cards is constantly
updated in the church’s main lobby.

Cathy VanScott, left, congratulates Louise

Hasselstrom after her baptism.

Bil Gallatin related how the Lord divinely
crossed his path with several men overseas
who went on to become pastors. One young
man from Croatia—Damir Srnec—traveled
to Austria to serve as a translator. Damir
recalled, “I met Pastor Bil Gallatin and
Pastor Joe Focht at the castle in Austria in
1989. They were such an example to me to
start to live by the Word and teach it line
upon line. I began to do that at the Baptist
church until I heard the voice of the Lord
call me to move on and start a fellowship
which later became Calvary Chapel.” Damir
pastors CC Čakovec in Croatia.

Ty Allen and his son, Elijah, pick ﬂowers
for mom at the picnic.
Two years later in 1991, a Christian pastor
named Peter Will traveled from Germany
to meet Pastor Bil at a conference at the
Calvary Chapel castle in Austria. He was
deeply impacted as Bil explained the
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Jeff. “We are so privileged to see lives transformed; the ripple effects are amazing.”
One nonbeliever named Patrick Powell
heard a broadcast and set out to research
and to disprove what he heard. Soon after,
Patrick accepted Christ; he now serves as
the station’s production manager.
The station broadcasts locally and to
Rochester, Syracuse, Auburn, Ithaca, and in
the near future, downtown Buffalo. Adding
the Buffalo transmitter will nearly double
the current potential listening audience of
1.2 million listeners. “The growth has been
the most exciting part; everywhere we start
broadcasting, we get responses very quickly.
It encourages us that we are in the Lord’s
will,” Jeff said. With WZXV also broadcasting online, Jeff shared, “We get emails and
phone calls from listeners in Korea, Australia,
Switzerland—all over.”

Stacey Bauer, right, helps identify fossils
in a dolomite quarry.

Pastor Scott added, “Radio waves are really
light waves; we love to think of that because
Jesus said He is the Light of the World, and
we’re proclaiming Jesus.” Those who accept
Christ through the radio station are then
directed to a CC in their area.

Band of Brothers

On a trip that served as both an outreach and a ﬁeld trip for the K-12 CC Christian School, Bob Decker hands a fossil to his
grandson. Front, Sandra Peterham learns with her son Noah and her other son Aaron, to the left.
importance of verse-by-verse teaching. He
stayed in contact with Bil, often discussing
Calvary Chapel Distinctives. Peter has now
been pastor of CC Hannover, Germany,
since 1993.
“Other people have taken a step of faith,”
said Bil, who spends nearly half the year
teaching and encouraging the church
abroad. “We have other churches in Bosnia,
Slovenia, Serbia, and the Czech Republic.
We stepped into Basel, Switzerland—this
great young couple is serving there. Now
a young man from their fellowship is coming to our Bible School—our first student
from Switzerland.”

Scott stays in close contact with the other
CC pastors in the area. Once every three
months, they come together to share a meal,
worship, and fellowship. “We share our
hearts together; we have a fantastic family
relationship,” he said. “We also call each
other and pray for one other.” He related
a recent incident in which he was going
through a trial of discouragement. The
Lord gave him a verse in Nehemiah as he
was reading the Bible. Later that day, a fellow pastor called and shared the same verse
with Scott. “I fell back in my chair: ‘Thank
You, Lord!’ We have that mutual encouragement together.”

Nearly 150 children between the ages of 4 and 12 participated in last summer’s
Vacation Bible School (VBS) at CC Finger Lakes. Above, youngsters enjoy doing hand
movements to worship songs. Children came from the fellowship and the community.

Worldview

Pastor Bil said he has watched world events
take shape which signal that Christ’s coming
could be soon. “I believe we are absolutely
living in the end times,” Bil said. “We are
very, very close to the coming of the Lord.”
Bil also noted that, as the Lord is building
His church around the world, many nonbiblical churches are either dying or forming
a “false unity through seeker-friendly and
emerging-church movements.”

“I see the unity of the false church—forsaking the Word of God for false unity and
false love. God’s Word, when you strictly
adhere to it, causes division,” Bil said, citing
Jesus’ statement in Matthew 10:34-38. “But
then you also have the true church—where
the Spirit of God is working—not just the
CC churches, but others who adhere to the

Many of the local CC pastors once served
or worshipped at CC Finger Lakes, Scott
added, so he’s known many of them for
years. Pastor Bil often invites some of them
to teach at the Shepherd’s School. Several
different ministries and many of the outreach fellowships broadcast on the radio
station. The Shepherd’s School, School of
Ministry, and the recurring pastors’ fellowship help the local CCs stay connected.

Waves of Light in NY

Bil’s son Jeff Gallatin oversees the radio
station ministry, WZXV, The Word. “We
went on the air in May of 1993,” said

Mariann Giglia helps Ruthie Williams
make a craft at the yearly VBS.
Word. Nationals are planting churches in
their own countries.”

CC Finger Lakes, NY

www.ccfingerlakes.org
info@ccfingerlakes.org
585-398-3550
Farmington lies southeast of Rochester.

Dave Walton, right, shows Glen Amesbury and his son Luke a fossil.
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