C

alvary Chapel
b e l ie ve r s m i n i s tered to ravaged
Nairobi communities after riots broke out over
recent elections. Four weeks
after the uprising began, violence had left nearly 850 people
dead and driven more than
250,000 from their homes,
according to reports.
For the CC believers in Nairobi, several doors
opened in the aftermath to pray for Muslims,
share food with starving children and families, and offer refuge to those being hunted.
Made up of members from several tribes,
the congregation of Calvary International
Fellowship (CIF) in Githurai, Kenya, had
been joyously worshipping the Lord as
usual on Sunday morning, December 30.
Gathering again that evening, they continued with the Bible study. Oblivious to
tribal distinction, Luo and Luhya peoples
worshipped alongside the Kikuyu, the largest of Kenya’s 42 tribes. A week before, the
women’s ministry had sung “Silent Night”
in six tribal languages as part of a Christmas
celebration. Suddenly, a loud roar from outside interrupted the evening service as presidential election results were announced.

Aware of the election, Pastor Ed Compean
and church leaders ventured outside to
investigate. At a nearby traffic circle, they
came upon thousands of Kikuyu tribesmen
beating on cars to celebrate their candidate’s
just-declared victory. Though Githurai has a
majority of Kikuyu, many other tribes live
in the community of about 400,000.

Violence Escalates

Later that evening, angry Luo and aligned
smaller tribes, certain of election fraud,
rampaged throughout slums in Nairobi and
other parts of Kenya. Armed with machetes,
mobs sought to kill anyone from the Kikuyu
tribe. Thousands of shanty homes were
burned. Years of disenfranchisement broke
loose with a frantic vengeance.
Only a very small percentage of each tribe had
been the catalyst for the crisis, local leaders
explained. “Inside the church, people of different tribes have served each other and lifted

A woman from the Kikuyu tribe lost her home in post-election riots within the slums of
in an open ﬁeld behind a mosque. One of her newborn twins died due to malnutrition
their worship to the Lord,” commented Ed,
“but outside the church’s doors, the tribesmen
were killing each other.” Within 200 meters
of the church, Ed and his wife Kelli watched
as a man ran past them with an angry mob
bearing machetes in hot pursuit.

Mathare—forcing her to live
during the violence.
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Extend your soul to the hungry
and satisfy the afﬂicted soul. Isaiah 58:10b

A child holds some of the nails
gathered from burnt areas to sell.
Children in a slum in Mathare drink water from a broken pipe. CC missionaries
minister in this area, destroyed in the violence that left more than 250,000 homeless.
As the missionaries witnessed firsthand
the horrific toll of ethnic cleansing, they
thought about Revelation 7, which speaks
of all tribes and peoples worshipping the
Lord in unity.

Behold, a great multitude which no
one could number, of all nations,
tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before
the Lamb.
Revelation 7:9b
World Turned Upside Down

The church had planned to celebrate their
one-year anniversary in January—the fellowship where the Compean family ministers with their children: Haley, 16, and
Jackson, 14. But the looting, burning, and
murder had turned the community upside
down and caused extreme food shortages.
The Compeans brought bags of groceries to
the following Sunday service. Each family
was given a bag of groceries with tracts for
their neighbors. Pastor Ed said, “If you need
this food, please feel free to use it, but pray
and see if God would have you bless a family
less fortunate than yours.” He added, “All
we ask is that you pray and be ready to give
testimony to the great things God is going
to do as we help those suffering around us.”

water spigot and bathroom with eight other
apartments. Taking her bag of groceries to
people suffering in a neighboring slum, she
later shared, “I never realized how blessed we
are to have so much. … I thank God He has
used us to help others.”

But be doers of the word, and not
hearers only, deceiving yourselves.
James 1:22
After church, a team of believers accompanied
Ed in his vehicle: Lucas, a Kikuyu; Daniel, a
Kamba; and Lillian, a Luhya. Together, they

Lillian, from a slum in Mathare, shared her
experiences. “We had some food, but we
could not share any because they were killing
people outside our door—we could hear the
screaming.” A student of Disciple Support
Ministries Bible Institute in Mathare, Lillian
was the only person from her community to
make it to CIF the second week. Her family stayed for days inside their house, not
even leaving to get food or to use the toilet.
Believers praised God for preserving Lillian
and her family and for using Stephen’s house
as a sanctuary.

Going to the Front Lines

After hearing Lillian’s story, Ed’s vehicle was
reloaded with food, blankets, and cooking utensils for Mathare. Swerving around
torched vehicles and burning tires, they saw
empty fields of ash where shanty homes had
been. Nearly 50 women with more than
100 children were living in a field behind
a mosque. One woman who had recently
given birth to twins had not eaten since the

Locals Minister Amidst Riots

A youth straightens nails he collected from burnt homes destroyed in the violence in Mathare in order to sell to buy food. Where nearly
500 homes had stood, the ﬁre burned the metal walls and roofs, leaving only piles of ash, nails, and chunks of concrete. Food became
scarce, and prices rose beyond what most locals could pay. CC missionaries used their resources to sustain whom they could.
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The testimonies that came back were dramatic. Frieda, a faithful servant in CIF, lives
in a 10-by-10-foot concrete apartment with
her husband and two sons. They share a

Lillian, a believer, speaks with Muslim leaders about helping displaced women and
children who were living in a ﬁeld behind a mosque. She assisted Pastor Ed Compean.
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Nairobi, Kenya

headed out with lentils, cooking fat, unga
(corn/wheat flour), beans, and tea leaves.
The vehicle bounced and creaked down
dirt paths through Githurai to the home of
Stephen, a man who attends CIF and was
sheltering more than 12 people from various tribes. One man had deep gashes from
being beaten. Eight children huddled in the
house, their parents either missing or dead
from the riots. Through donations from several Calvary churches, CIF was able to feed
the refugees.
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trouble began more than a week before. One
twin had already died—the other seemed
close to death.
Curious, the Imam—Muslim leader—came
out with other men. The missionary thanked
the Imam for allowing the women to stay on
the mosque’s property. The Imam seemed
interested to learn that a small church was
donating food to help in the crisis. Their
interaction was easy and natural.
“We’ve come to share the love of Christ,” Ed
offered. “Also, I think it would be appropriate to pray for all of you as you care for
the needs of these women and children.”
Standing in the circle, they all held hands
and bowed their heads as Ed prayed in the
name of Jesus. Ed silently prayed that the
Lord would use this interaction as a bridge
to reach the Muslims for Jesus.

During the riots, believers from different
tribes worship together at CIF as Esther
plays the djembe.

Political Instability

The Compeans’ missionary newsletter
requested prayer for the elections before the
violence erupted. The Luo’s candidate held a
narrow lead after the December 27 election.
Three days later in Nairobi, police allegedly
stormed the building and interrupted the
vote counting; the incumbent Kikuyu candidate was declared the winner. Though the
majority tribe, the Kikuyu represent just 23
percent of Kenya’s population.
Kenya gained independence from Britain
in 1963, but anger still simmered as a few
wealthy tribesmen controlled the country.
Today most Kenyans eke out an existence in
slums, living on less than $2 a day without
running water or indoor plumbing.

CCs in Nairobi

Several CC ministries in Nairobi and the
rest of Kenya had been diligently teaching
God’s Word. Poverty, superstition, and tribal
traditions have been huge obstacles. Kelli
Compean, educating women about leading a Christ-centered life, said that many
Kenyan girls still practice female circumcision—a dangerous native tradition.
After seven years as a missionary in Africa,
Dave Zavala and his wife, Twinkle, testified that God brought in resources to assist
those in need. Calvary Fellowship Nairobi
became a feeding center—spiritually as well
as physically.
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Riots began in Nairobi, Kenya,
located in East Africa.
Pastor Ed Compean of Calvary International Fellowship (CIF) restrains a violent and

And Jesus said to them, “I am the
bread of life. He who comes to Me
shall never hunger, and he who
believes in Me shall never thirst.”
John 6:35
“Remember that Jesus said that He was the
Ugali of life,” Dave shared with 300 adults
packed into the church after the crisis began.
A staple in the Kenyan diet, ugali refers to
the corn maize used instead of bread. “Our
Savior said that if anyone eats of this ugali,
he will live forever.”
They gave food to more than 600 people
in one day. The missionaries purchased
vegetables and sugar through donations

drunken man during a food distribution in January. CIF is north of Nairobi, Kenya.
Some CC Ministries in Nairobi, Kenya:

collected by CC Saving Grace and Far
Reaching Ministries.
Several more came on the following Sunday.
“Remember that Jesus died on the cross to
erase the barriers that divide us,” Dave said.
Thirty-five people gave their lives to Christ.
Earlier that week, Dave noticed that many
food vendors would not sell to certain tribes
but willingly sold to him.

“I am the living bread which came
down from heaven. If anyone eats
of this bread, he will live forever.”
John 6:51a
Robbie and Elizabeth Gordon of Living
Water Christian Fellowship in Nairobi felt

the church was to be a sanctuary during the
unrest. The two CC Costa Mesa missionaries had recently moved the church into a
fenced-in compound. Many of the 40 faithful who attend the fellowship sought refuge
there to escape the vigilante mobs in nearby
Kibera slums.
Once, angry protesters marched around
both sides of the church compound. The
mob seemed blinded to the very tribesmen
they were hunting, who were huddled inside
Living Water Christian Fellowship, and
moved on without incident.
“Those living at the church had prayed that
they would become invisible to those meaning to do them harm,” said Robbie. “The
Lord really answered their prayers and met

them in their time of need.” The pastor
had taught the congregation to trust in the
Lord’s provision. “I also reminded the believers that the Lord’s children would never have
to beg for bread and He would provide for
their needs” (from Psalm 37:25).

Saving Grace
World Missions

And my God shall supply all your
need according to His riches in
glory by Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:19

ccnairobi@gmail.com

Once the mob left, Robbie and the congregation were praising God, as Mary had
done in Luke, saying, “My soul magnifies
the Lord” (1:46).
Editor’s note: At the time of this printing, the
violence in Kenya was ongoing. Please pray.
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