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Calvary Chapel Greece
Cody Barton shares the Gospel with two
teens at a NY state park by Lake Ontario.

Pastor Bob Chappell blinked the sleep from his eyes and headed
for the shower. Someone had beaten him to it. Confused, he
walked into the kitchen. “Sandi, who’s in the shower?” he asked.
Turning around with a sweet smile, his wife handed him a cup
of coffee and said, “Honey, why don’t you sit down and have
some coffee? It’s just one of the kids from church.” Sipping his
coffee quietly, Bob figured he shouldn’t be surprised—especially
the morning after one of their
regular youth get-togethers.
Someone was always staying
late talking, spending the night,
or eating dinner at their home.
They loved having folks over,
and God often gave him and
Sandi quiet seasons for just
the two of them.

Cody leads the young ladies in a prayer to
accept Jesus as their personal Savior.

The term “church family” is quite literal at
CC Greece, NY—a largely Italian, Catholic,
family-oriented community in northern NY.
Pastor Bob and Sandi’s front door is literally just a few steps from the church, and
they practice open-door hospitality. They
planted the church in 1980 after serving
three years under Pastor Bil Gallatin of CC
Finger Lakes, NY. Bob and Sandi were both

A Real Family

From left, Pastor Bob Chappell of CC Greece, NY, prays with youth leader Cody, for the
pier. Bob encouraged them to come to youth fellowship on Friday nights. In the background,
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two young ladies who accepted Christ at the
believers from CC Greece share the Gospel.

Pastor Bob has been teaching the Bible
verse by verse for 15 years at CC Greece.

19

Bob prays for Glen Robbins, center right, to receive Jesus as Glen’s parents stand by him.
saved in the 1970s while attending CC
Costa Mesa, CA, under Pastor Chuck Smith.
“We were just young hippies, and Chuck
was open like that with us; he was the real
deal. He didn’t treat us like weirdos or ‘less
thans’—so we had a good role model.”
“What I learned from Chuck and Bil—aside
from teaching the Word verse by verse—was
to have a personal relationship with Jesus,
and just to be genuine and real with people,”

Bob said, “whether it’s teenagers, adults, or
new Christians. We don’t try to be ‘cool’ for
the teenagers; they’d know it was fake anyway. Can you imagine me with a Mohawk?”
After church softball games, the team always
comes over to the Chappells’ house for pizza.
Also quite often, Bob will strum his guitar at
the local pier on Lake Ontario while adults
and teens from CC Greece share the Gospel
with passersby.

John DeBruin, right, quizzes Matthew Pagani
an area where several victims of Hurricane

on the Old Testament after teens had completed an overview study of the entire OT. John recently moved to Pascagoula, MS, to plant a CC in
Katrina had accepted Christ after being ministered to by various Calvary Chapels, including CC Greece.

Hospitality is a trademark of the CC Greece
family, the pastor said. “We don’t see it
as a chore or a duty to be hospitable; as
Christians, that’s just normal for us. The
people in our fellowship are that way too.
They are always opening their homes to host
guests who visit.” Bob added, “That’s just
genuine Christianity.”

Fruitful Fellowship

The open, family relationship at CC Greece
has been fruitful in this close-knit community that lies south of Toronto, Canada, and
west of Rochester, NY.

Reading along in their Bibles, believers at CC Greece listen to verse-byverse teaching on Sunday morning.
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John DeBruin, Bob’s son-in-law, carried
on that approach as the youth pastor. He
and his wife Rachel often had teens at their
home for dinner. “There were so many
nights staying up having long talks about
God,” John said. “It was just as much a

Dan Vacco, left, and Micah Chappell share Scripture with each other.
Micah, the pastor’s son, recently did mission work in Switzerland.

“What I learned from
Chuck and Bil—aside
from teaching the Word
verse by verse—was
to have a personal
relationship with Jesus,
and just to be genuine
and real with people.”
Pastor Bob Chappell
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Toughing
Out

Trials

Calvary Chapel Webster

Newly appointed senior pastor Ray Tomkins
stood before the congregation of CC
Webster, NY. When he had been sent there a
few weeks prior to try to restore the church’s
original pastor who had stepped down, Ray
hadn’t expected to step into his shoes. Ray

Ray Tomkins’ wife, Margie Tomkins, right, enjoys a
laugh with Jan Bills, left, and Kathy Rutter.

had been content serving as missions pastor
at CC Finger Lakes, NY. He sensed that the
road ahead at CC Webster was not going
to be a smooth one. “When we started off,
it wasn’t easy. The church was kind of fractured, disrupted. A lot of people had left,”

Ray recalled. “For a few years, I wasn’t sure if
I was the right person to pastor there.”
Ray remembered asking counsel of his sending pastor, Bil Gallatin of CC Finger Lakes,
NY. Ray recalled, “I could always depend on

A common sight after a church softball game, teens joke and talk in the pastor’s home. Bob coaches CC Greece’s co-ed softball team,
which plays weekly and affords teens a chance to fellowship with peers and adults from the church.

Nick Ferrell, left, and Dan Argenta enjoy
playing softball in a Christian league.
sacrifice for Rachel as it was for me. But
it was so worth it.” After a few years, the
youth group swelled to 70 kids.
“My heart was to train up the young men and
women to be the warriors in the church—to
‘fight the good fight of faith’ [1 Timothy
6:12a]—who would also finish the fight,”

said John. “It was really wild: There were
times when we had three different Bible
studies in the public schools that the kids
had started and were leading.” He taught
them to lead by discipling a core group of
students. After graduating from high school,
those students became youth leaders who
discipled other student leaders; the student
leaders discipled their peers. “Everybody was
ministering to somebody,” John said.

His freshman year, Cody started a Bible
study at his high school. He became a youth
leader, often going to the pier to share
Christ along with the pastors. He and Micah
Chappell—son of Bob and Sandi—did mission work in Basel, Switzerland, together last
year with Pastor Bil Gallatin. Now Cody, 21,
heads up the youth group since John and
Rachel moved to the Gulf Coast to plant a
church in Pascagoula, MS.

One teenager, Cody Barton, came from a
traditional religion but had no relationship
with God—nor with his earthly father. “I
believed in God … but I thought I would go
to heaven based on my good works,” Cody
recalled. Coming to youth group regularly,
he began to sense a difference in the other
teenagers. “There was a reality in their faces;
they wanted to be there. You could just see
Jesus in them,” he said. After a few months
in the youth group, Cody accepted Christ at
age 13. John took Cody under his wing, letting him tag along while John did electrician
work. “He became like a father figure to me,”
Cody shared.

Cody recalls, “The biggest thing that
impacted me was when John would invite
me over for dinner, and I’d see how he and
his wife acted toward each other. As a kid,
I was looking at that and I wanted to be a
man like him. I’m trying to be that leader
and example now for the youth group.” He
cited 1 Timothy 4:12, which says, “Let no
one despise your youth, but be an example
to the believers in word, in conduct, in love,
in spirit, in faith, in purity.” Cody said,
“Learning that I could serve God no matter
how old I am was a big part of why I grew
the way I did in the Lord.”
Pastor Ray Tomkins, right, of CC Webster prays for a visiting man and his daughter. Ray has been leading the church for 15 years.
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In the late 1970s, Ray and his wife Margie
hosted Pastor Bil’s initial Bible study in
their Farmington home—a work that blossomed and grew rapidly within the first few
months and is now CC Finger Lakes. “It was
like a revival. ... I had a certain expectation
for that to happen in Webster,” Ray said,
“but it didn’t.” He taught the Word verse by
verse, and people trickled in over time. “Our
growth has been slow over the past 15 years,”
he said. “You can’t put God in a box, and
you can’t rely on formulas for growth. The
Lord has His plan and His perfect timing.”
He added, “I think there’s a certain success
mentality in Christianity at large, and
sometimes in Calvary Chapels. Because we
have seen a lot of success—God blessing
in wonderful ways—we have certain
expectations. Then when we face difficult
situations, we can tend to think that God’s
not in it. But one of the things the Lord has
shown me is to trust in His faithfulness by
waiting on Him and being careful not to
make any rash judgments. We need to be
prayerful and seek the Lord because there
are going to be challenges.”

mission works in Israel, India, and Africa,
partly with proceeds from its coffee shop.

Reaching Church Kids

Ray’s son-in-law, Billy Merkovsky, serves as
youth pastor. His desire is to challenge teenagers to make their faith their own.
Since Billy had accepted Christ in college,
being married to a pastor’s daughter opened
his eyes to what some “church kids” deal
with as they get older. “I grew up very
differently from my wife, Sarah. She said
what drew her to me was that I was excited
about the Lord because I had been a nasty
sinner and I knew how much I had been
forgiven,” he said. “She saw something
different in me. It encouraged her to have
that same excitement.”

“These kids needed to focus on the rewards of
serving other people rather than themselves,”
Billy said. “We used to do retreats that were
very inward-focused. When they got back,
they’d fall into their old ruts.” He started
doing a Christian version of “Fear Factor,”
with secret challenges for kids to publicly
stand for Christ. “It was to help them conquer their fears and preach the Gospel,” he
added. Some of the challenges were doing
street dramas or praying in public places.
Now they go on service-oriented trips instead
of retreats. This year, they helped remodel
and paint a CC in Ontario, Canada. Then
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him for a word of encouragement.” Pastor
Bil urged Ray to keep simply teaching God’s
Word verse by verse. “CC Finger Lakes has
spawned more than 20 churches—many in
this area—and we all consider Bil our pastor;
we look up to him,” Ray said.

Youth Pastor Billy Merkovsky teaches junior and
senior high students once a week from the Bible.

Left, Billy encourages Nate Teal with godly counsel and prayer.

He added, “Sometimes kids question their
salvation after spending years in the church
because their experience has been based on
tradition instead of relationship. They fear
telling anyone about their doubts—sometimes even their parents—because it’s not
what is expected.”
As he sought the Lord, Billy realized that
many young people also have a hard time
understanding the sacrifice Christ has made
for them.

For You, O God, have tested us;
You have refined us as silver. …
You laid affliction on our backs. …
We went through fire and through
water; but You brought us out to
rich fulfillment.
Psalm 66:10-12
“When I read Psalm 66, I realized that God
leads and directs us even into trials. It may
not be what we had in mind, but it’s God’s
perfect design,” Ray said. “The Lord is in all
of that to teach and train us, and make us
utterly reliant on Him … to bring us into
‘rich fulfillment’ in Him.”
He concluded, “If I had left after the first
two or three years, I would have missed
the greatest blessing of my life.” Now the
church has nearly 350 people, a radio program, and a teen group that often swells to
35. Believers at CC Webster often evangelize
in the community during summer months.
The church also supports several overseas
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Angela Miner, left, and Grace Kelly lean
on each other in a “Simon Says”-type
game before the youth gather for worship
and a Bible study.

High schoolers worship the Lord before Bible

study at CC Webster. Teens have been serving through outreaches—which has also helped them appreciate Christ’s servanthood and sacriﬁce.
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“For even the Son of Man did not
come to be served, but to serve,
and to give His life a ransom for
many.”
Mark 10:45

“If I had left after the
first two or three
years, I would have
missed the greatest
blessing of my life.”
Pastor Ray Tomkins

Two ladies from CC Webster lead a teen in prayer to receive
Jesus at a local skate park. The evangelism team goes out into
the community weekly during the summer months.

A believer from CC Webster shares the Gospel with two young
couples at a park.

they helped clean out a warehouse for a soup
kitchen in Pennsylvania. “It was the grossest
thing they had to do so far, but they came
back saying, ‘It was the four best days of my
life,’” he said.
“They are blown away by the rewards that
come from serving. You can’t explain that or
teach that; it’s just by experience,” Billy said.
“The Lord showed me that they have to do
selfless things to learn about the Gospel—to
really understand that Jesus came to serve,
and that He demonstrated the ultimate act
of servanthood by dying on the cross for us,
for them.”
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CC Greece, NY

www.calvarychapelgreece.com
office@calvarychapelgreece.com
585-225-6180

CC Webster, NY

www.calvarychapel.com/webster
webster@calvarychapel.com
585-265-6080

Greece and Webster, northwestern NY

