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Sundari felt overwhelmed. It had been difficult
enough that her parents had divorced when she
was a child and handed her over to the Christian
orphanage in Bali. As she grew into a young woman,
her family had not been
supportive or connected
to her. When she had
accepted Christ as a
teenager, she ﬁnally found
peace and joy, though her
new faith angered her
Hindu family.
Now that she was in college, they were threatening
to withdraw their recent support unless she
renounced her faith in Christ.
They forbid her to read the Bible. Even worse,
her father was severely ill and continually rejected
the Gospel. She knew that if he died without
Christ, he would surely go to hell. Sundari had
been praying earnestly for wisdom, asking God
what she should do.

Left, Debbie Denham prays for Sundari about her Hindu family’s persecution and
rejection of Christ. A few weeks later, her family’s harsh attitude changed.

Today, she saw missionary Debbie Denham,
who had been a great encouragement in her life.
Debbie had first shared Jesus’ love with her a
few years ago and then moved to Bali full-time.
Often representing Hindu gods or characters, traditional Balinese Masks are used in
dramas with dance. These masks were made to sell to tourists in Bali.
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Full-time missionary in Indonesia, Debbie, left, listens as Sundari weeps over her Hindu family. As a girl, Sundari was sent away
to a Christian orphanage where she accepted Christ. Indonesian Christians are often rejected by their families.
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“As I met many
brothers and sisters
in the body,
I quickly realized that
Christians were the
extreme minority.”
Pastor Gary Galbraith

A Multi-faceted Ministry

Revival Christian Fellowship—formerly
called CC Menifee, CA—is a CC-affiliated
church that has had an ongoing ministry
in Indonesia ever since Senior Pastor Gary
Galbraith first visited the archipelago 14
years ago. Recently, the ministry in Indonesia
expanded to several facets—including a
Bible College, Christian orphanages, a
program to help local people earn a living,
and ongoing medical clinics. The ministry,
called Revive Indonesia, supports several
full-time missionaries and employs several
Indonesian believers.

“Our vision for Indonesia is twofold,” said
Pastor Gary. “We want to share expository
teaching with the churches and leaders. And
we want to minister on a very practical level
to show the love of Jesus to the Indonesian
people.” They chose the name “Revive
Indonesia,” he explained, “from an evangelistic aspect but more so to help believers
come alive in their faith—to come alongside
the church in Indonesia.”

Short- and long-term missionaries from Revival Christian Fellowship, CA, gather around and pray for Balinese believers who face
Debbie regularly visited the orphanage, and
Sundari often talked to Debbie and her husband, Randy Denham. Sundari and two
other young women sat on the grass outside
the orphanage to talk to Debbie. As Debbie
asked how they were, Sundari found herself pouring out the whole story with tears.
Sundari wanted to be a good daughter but
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also a good witness to her family. Most of all,
she didn’t want to lose her father for eternity.
“I don’t know what to do,” she said.
Debbie listened, then placed a hand on
Sundari’s shoulder and prayed for God’s comfort and guidance. Sundari asked for God’s
wisdom and expressed her trust in Him.

Randy and Debbie sent the family a respectful message, and they all continued to pray.
A few weeks later, Sundari’s family stopped
pressuring her to reject Christ. In Indonesia,
where Christians are often outcast from their
families, it was a huge testimony to Sundari
and her peers, who continue to pray for the
family’s salvation. And it is just one example

persecution from Hindus and Muslims in their small mountain village.
of how the Lord has been encouraging His
church in Indonesia through missionaries
with the Calvary Chapel-oriented ministry,
Revive Indonesia.

Let us hold fast the confession of our
hope without wavering, for He who

promised is faithful. And let us consider one another in order to stir
up love and good works … exhorting one another, and so much the
more as you see the Day approaching.
Hebrews 10:23-25

Gary recalled his first visit to the country
nearly 14 years ago. “As I met many brothers and sisters in the body, I quickly realized
that Christians were the extreme minority.
It was a really oppressing feeling to be in a
country where Christianity is considered by
most to be a cult.”
Randy and Debbie Denham and a young
man named Brandon Ingram were sent out
by Revival Christian Fellowship and have
been serving full time in Indonesia. Often,
they find God using them to disciple or
bless other believers.
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In one Hindu village, the small group
of Christians living there had often been
mistreated and ostracized. A Revive Indonesia
team provided dental and medical care to
nearly 300 people for two days. The village
leaders were so grateful that they publicly
acknowledged the Christian church. “Many
Hindus went to the church’s last Christmas
service. Now the believers are not being
persecuted; they are accepted. The church
can operate without fear,” Randy said.
“That is part of what we believe God wants
us doing right now to help local churches,
pastors, and the people.”

A boy practices English with his mother, a Christian who lives in Klungkung, and shortterm missionary Linda Dozier, right, of Revival Christian Fellowship, CA.

Spiritual Climate

“In Indonesia, there are five accepted
religions: Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism,
Catholicism, and Christianity,” Randy
explained. “On your government ID card,
you have to choose one of those religions.
So many people think: This is who I am; I
was born into it. Many simply claim their
parents’ religion.”

Indonesia

Protecting the Persecuted

Randy, who is president and overseer of
Revive Indonesia ministries, shared that
God had used their ongoing medical and
dental outreaches to not only bless the poor
but also to forge a new respect for Christians
in small villages—and in some cases putting
a stop to persecution.

Many ‘Born Christian’

Indonesia has the largest Muslim population
in the world—nearly 200 million—and also
has a high Hindu rate, according to U.S.
government statistics. “Bali, where we are
based, is mostly Hindu with nearly 25 percent Muslim,” Randy said.

In Indonesia, as with other countries, those
who call themselves Christian are a varied
group. “There are some strong Christians
in Indonesia; there are also some who don’t
have that personal relationship nor operate
according to the Holy Spirit,” Randy

Life for Christians is not easy, Randy
explained. “It runs the gamut—in smaller
villages, it can be very tough. You may be
ostracized from the community and village
elders. On some islands, there’s a tremendous amount of conflict—even killings.”
Some Indonesian churches try to reach out
in a very low-key way, knowing that overstepping bounds could get their church or
homes burned down. “You can’t go proselytizing throughout Indonesia. If you’re a
Westerner, you can get your passport taken;
if you’re Indonesian, you can get killed.”
That’s why it’s important that their outreaches offer something positive to the community to show people the love of Christ
first. He explained, “Some religions here
have looked upon Christianity as an evil
religion, so you’re already facing a bias.”

Ron Berenschot of Revival Christian
Fellowship prays with children at an
orphanage where long-term missionaries
serve in Bali.
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While their Indonesian ministry is multifaceted, one powerful aspect is how God has
used them to bless persecuted or impoverished believers.

In the village of Bulian in Bali, long-term
each person who was treated at the medical

missionary Brandon Ingram chats with a Christian woman as he records prayer requests for
and dental outreach late last year.

A Christian church on the island of Bali
served as the site for a medical outreach
to the community.
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Meme, wife of local evangelist and farmer
Ketut, plays with their grandson. Meme
and Ketut offer hospitality to CC teams
and often join in sharing the Gospel.

Workers carry dried grass to mulch the
base of fruit trees on Ketut’s farm.
said. “I think there needs to be responsibility and accountability. We see an example
of that with Paul on his second and third
journeys—he went back to where he had
planted churches. There was evaluation,
accountability. We also need to be good
stewards of our support.”

Partnering with Local Pastors

An active believer who has started at least 10 churches in the mountains of Bali, Ketut,
several Indonesian believers participating in a “Mandiri Project,” which loans money to

Missionary Randy Denham shows Maria
Mercado of Revival Christian Fellowship
some of Ketut’s 1,000 vanilla plants in
the high mountains of Bali.
said. “We have encountered two polarities
in the Christian churches here: hyperpentecostalism and ultra-conservativism.
We offer encouragement, teach the Word,
and share music that is biblically balanced.”
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In the Mentawai islands, the missionaries
have met many people who say, “I was born
a Christian.” They reason that, since their
parents called themselves Christians, they
also were automatically Christians from
birth. Some who don’t have a personal relationship with Christ even undergo persecution. Randy commented, “Some grow up
thinking it’s a good [salaried] profession to
be a pastor. We ask them, ‘What makes you
a Christian?’ At our pastors’ conferences, we
give people an opportunity to accept Christ
as their personal Savior.”

Aiding with Accountability

After talking to an Indonesian pastor about
his needs, Randy felt the Lord leading them
to help people earn income by having their
own small businesses. Through the ministry’s
“Mandiri Projects” (mandiri means “self-sufficient”), Revive Indonesia has helped many
people—Christians and non-Christians—to
earn a living. People apply to the ministry
for small amounts of financial assistance, a
viable plan is formed, and terms are agreed.
“We tell them they need to give 10 percent
to their church. If they don’t go to a church,
they must give it to a social organization in
Indonesia,” Randy explained. “Then they
learn the concept of helping others or giving

left, receives a hug from frequent short-term missionary Dr. Phil Ortiz. Ketut is one of
Indonesians to start businesses. Ketut planted vanilla, ready for harvest this year.
back to the community.” Participants agree
to pay the loan back over time so that the
money can be loaned out to others. “We
have 35 Mandiri Projects,” Randy said earlier
this year. “Some have already paid us back.
Some didn’t function well, but others have
been very successful.” A Christian woman
in Sumba who makes wedding dresses has
done well; a Christian man in Bali runs a
stand that sells food, flowers, and trinkets.
“Our first project began in 2005—a vanilla
farm,” Randy recalled. “Vanilla takes three
years, so this will be the first year we are
going to see fruit. It’s like spiritual fruit: You
have to be patient, just like in missions.”

The vanilla farm is run by a Christian man,
Ketut, who is considered by locals to be
an expert in agriculture and has used his
farming ability to teach others, share food
with the poor, and preach the Gospel in
the mountains for many years. “He’s an
evangelist extraordinaire. He has started at
least 10 churches over the years, but the
government won’t recognize him as a pastor
because he doesn’t have a degree,” Randy
said. Helping Ketut and his wife Meme
increase their farming production will
benefit countless others.
“I don’t think missionaries should simply
throw money at indigenous people,” Randy

Randy, Brandon, and CC pastors who visit
from the U.S. often go to the nearby island
of Java, where the capital city of Jakarta is
located, to teach God’s Word verse by verse
at an English service in a large Christian
church. “This year, we’re looking at planting our first church in Bali,” Randy said. “In
Indonesia, you can’t simply start a church.
You have to prove that 100 families are
attending before you can call it a church.
Until then, you can start Bible studies or
other things.” They will partner with a local
pastor to start an official church.
Pastor Gabriel, another local pastor, first
heard teaching in the verse-by-verse style
when Pastor Gary Galbraith taught from 1
Timothy. Gary said, “When I teach at his
church, I always teach verse by verse. Now
he’s caught that vision, and he’s teaching that way. The church has grown; he’s
excited about what’s going on. God has
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At one Christian orphanage where believers
had often faced pressure from their Muslim
neighbors, the team provided medical care
to many from the area regardless of their
religion. “At first it was uncomfortable, but
when we left, Muslims were shaking our
hands. That’s unheard of because it’s considered touching an infidel. Now they treat the
orphanage with respect; the director said the
tension is gone.”

Debbie, center, joins the worship team at
the Sunday English worship service.

Ron plays “Amazing Grace” at
Gereja Kristus Yesus, a large
Chinese-Indonesian Christian
church in the capital city of
Jakarta on the island of Java.

Pastor Tim Thompson of
Revival Christian Fellowship,
left, prays with Randy
Denham, right, and an
Indonesian believer at the
Christian church in Jakarta.

many new ones—shows them continuity,
rather than us coming to throw money at
them and leave. They get to know us and
our reasons for being there, and they come
to trust us.” Team members want to make
life better for the people there—including
the already-persecuted Christians. “We need
to be aware and sensitive to the cultural differences,” Ron said. “You don’t want to go
over there and think that you’re showing
God’s love when you’re actually being disrespectful.” They try to keep teams between 6
and 10 people, with at least a half-and-half
ratio of men to women for safety and cultural reasons.

The Jakarta church and Revive Indonesia work together to provide an English worship service—popular
abroad. CC pastors often provide verse-by-verse teaching.

blessed His Word as Pastor Gabriel has been
faithful to teach it.”

Support from Home

While Revive Indonesia has become a separate nonprofit entity, Gary serves on the
board, and the Menifee fellowship is greatly
involved in the work through prayer and
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support. “If you talk to anyone who has
been coming to the church for a few months,
they’ve heard of Revive Indonesia. It’s our
main mission field outside of our local community,” explained Associate Pastor Tim
Thompson. “We keep people up to date on
what’s going on; we have prayer meetings
every month. It’s something people here are

excited about. For the annual dental trips,
we take up a collection of dental supplies,
and we always get a great response.” The
church also helps support Randy, Debbie,
and Brandon as missionaries. Various
Calvary Chapels and other churches in the
States and abroad have also come alongside
the Indonesia ministry.

Indonesia

For God is not unjust to forget your
work and labor of love which you have
shown toward His name, in that you have
ministered to the saints. Hebrews 6:10a

The American team enjoys worship and
fellowship with their Indonesian brothers
and sisters in Christ. Ron has played his
bagpipes there; Debbie often sings. “We all
give testimonies about being brothers and
sisters in Christ and praise Him for what
He’s doing there. Every time we do that,
there’s such an outpouring of fellowship
and hospitality,” Ron said. “We do outreaches with Christian churches or orphanages to show the community, ‘This is what
Christ’s love looks like.’ It’s been amazing
what God has done.”
The following issue will document several
medical and dental outreaches that have
opened the door to Christianity and helped
deter persecution in Indonesia.

Revive Indonesia

www.reviveindonesia.com
reviveindo@yahoo.com
951-679-4782

among Indonesians who have studied English

Serving Wisely

Gary has been to Indonesia nearly 25
times in the past 14 years. Ron Berenschot,
who has led teams from the fellowship to
Indonesia for the past four years, said that
building relationships and understanding
has been key. Ron said, “The fact that we do
return and go to the same places—besides

Revive Indonesia is a Calvary Chapel-born ministry based in Bali, Indonesia. More
than 200 million people follow Islam on the archipelago.
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