Romania, Part 2:

REACHING GYPSIES & THE LOST
Story and photos by Tom Price

doing different movements with each verse.
The children proudly stood and recited
Scriptures. Silvana shared stories from the
Bible while outside noises competed for the
children’s attention. Silvana made application from the teachings to their lives. The
children stood and prayed for their concerns—many asking God to help their parents stop drinking, fighting, and stealing.
“Don’t forget how much God loves you,”
Silvana said as she passed out a piece
of candy and a vitamin to each child.
“Memorize the Scriptures—get help from
those that can read—don’t forget to pray
each night and talk to Jesus!” she yelled over
the growing commotion. Adults kept opening the church door and peering in, impatient for the grown-up’s church to begin.
Soon the remaining children had been
shooed away by the older crowd.

Women in traditional head coverings
worship at a CC church plant in a Gypsy
village in northwestern Romania.

Silvana Hagiu, wife of Pastor Nicu,
shares her Bible with a young girl.

Children wrap their arms around missionary pastor John Maury upon his return to a
lead the CC church plant in the university city of Cluj, 32 miles away. The CC work in

Blessed is he who considers the
poor; the Lord will deliver him in
time of trouble.
Psalm 41:1

snows had already melted in the northern
Romanian mountains.

The missionary’s car sputtered as it struggled up a hill. It was spring, and the winter

36

“Sorry. It seems there is too much weight in
the car,” Romanian-born Nicu Hagiu said
apologetically. “Maybe you can walk—it’s
only a mile.”

Unfazed, Nicu’s wife Silvana, John Maury,
and two short-term missionaries hiked
into the village. Gypsy children, adorned
in ragged but colorful clothing, ran out to
greet them. John and his wife, Charity, had
spent three years sharing the truth of God’s
Word in this mountain village. Eight months
earlier, CC leaders had asked them to pray

Gypsy village. John and his family ministered there for several years. He was asked to
the village was then turned over to Romanian Pastor Nicu Hagiu and his wife, Silvana.
about moving their ministry to the city of
Cluj. The Maurys had then turned the village ministry over to Nicu and Silvana.
The Gypsy children were happy to see John
again, though the homecoming was somewhat spoiled as villagers argued about new
drainage ditches. Nicu and John listened to

the concerns between the combative factions while Silvana gathered the children for
Sunday school. Thirty youngsters crammed
into the square, brick-and-mortar building—their body heat quickly making up
for the absence of electricity. Praises to the
Lord reverberated through the village as the
kids sang the songs they had memorized,

Nicu and Silvana led the adult congregation
in song as people filtered in and out—the
older group’s attention as easily distracted
as the children’s. Eyes strained out the window as men shouted at a horse struggling
to haul a load of scrap metal up a steep
embankment—a typical sight in an agrarian community. Nicu continued his teaching through the Book of James—aptly suited
for the earthy Gypsy crowd—as it teaches
about enduring hardship, prejudice, judging
others, bitterness, as well as the fallacy of
leaving God out of one’s plans. John encouraged the congregation to exhort and pray for
their relatives in neighboring villages where
the Gospel had been rejected.
“If we don’t pray for our lost brethren, then
who will?” John asked rhetorically. Women
began to weep as prayer concerns were
shared—their burdens heavy from a hard
life that few Westerners could imagine.
Afternoon shadows began to lengthen. The
revived missionary vehicle drove away as
children ran alongside, waving, outpacing
the overloaded car. It had only crested the
first hill when the front left wheel ground
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down and locked tight beyond moving. The
rising moon guided the group as they hiked
four miles down the mountain and back to
the town.

Called to God’s Work
Why are you cast down, O my
soul? And why are you disquieted
within me? Hope in God, for I
shall yet praise Him for the help of
Psalm 42:5
His countenance.
Six years ago in Idaho, John and Charity
Maury felt called as missionaries to Romania.
They had just purchased a house, John’s career
was doing well, and they were raising their
two young children; but the pull on their
lives was unmistakable. John had just recovered from a debilitating, undiagnosed illness.
Their home church, CC Treasure Valley, ID,
sent them out as full-time missionaries.
In 2002, the family started with New
Beginnings, a CC work in several major
Romanian cities. After getting connected in
the country and beginning to converse in the
language, they felt a call to the Gypsy people.

After service, a young boy listens to a
Gypsy believer talk about the Lord.

A Rocky Start
John explained, “We felt that God put on
our heart a call specifically for the Gypsies—
a compassion and love for people before we
even met them.” On their first trip just to
pray for the village, Gypsy children began
pelting their car with rocks. They left hurriedly. Despite their hostile introduction, the
Maurys were still overwhelmed by a desire
to share with the Gypsies the treasures of a
relationship with Christ.

Three young girls pray during children’s church as a boy harasses his sister.
“I was just weeping because I loved those
people like I’ve never loved anybody before,”
related John. “It was incredible—something
really supernatural.”

Pastors Nicu, far right, and John lead villagers in prayer.
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The Gypsies worship in a small church that has no electricity.

On an early foray to make contact in the villages, they were invited into a home to have
coffee and share the Gospel. Charity went
to check on her daughter, Jerusha, and son,
Ethan, playing outside. She was horrified to
witness an older youth with a bow and arrow

drawn to Ethan’s head. She interrupted the
struggle, and Ethan escaped unharmed.
After another visit, as they were leaving, a
Gypsy youth stole Ethan’s eyeglasses and
began to run away into the hillside. The 10year-old boy was shocked to look back and
see Charity, who had been a runner in high
school, quickly overtaking him. After she
recovered her son’s glasses, the Gypsy children began wailing eerily in a high pitch.
The missionaries felt it was a good time to

Farmers still use horses to carry
manure as they fertilize the ﬁelds.

leave for that day. They discovered that each
new village had its own set of obstacles.

First Fruits
Later, CC Treasure Valley, ID, brought a
mission team and did a VBS presentation in
a village. The entire community—children
and adults—participated. Nearly 30 grownups committed their lives to Christ.
“It was like a mini revival,” said John. “If you
understand the Gypsy people, you can see
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Romanian Razvan Pop, a CC missionary, leads worship at CC Cluj.
The believers remodeled the new facility near the center of town.

A horse strains to take a load of scrap metal up a hill as a family of Gypsies returns home near the church. Gypsies are not welcome
live separately in their own rural communities. They make up nearly 10 percent of the country’s population. It is believed that
that God is really doing something there
because their lives are changing. We don’t
offer material help, so they are really there
for the Lord.”

Jesus said to him, “If you can
believe, all things are possible to
him who believes.”
Mark 9:23
Last fall the Maury family moved to the
nearby university city of Cluj, a stark contrast to life in a Romanian village. A group of
CC believers there have renovated a flat near
the center of town. They have a coffee bar
as an outreach to the community. Romanian
believers Razvan Pop and his wife Anca
lead worship, do the translation, and assist
Charity with the children’s ministry.
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CC Bistrita

“As soon as the soles of the feet of
the priests who bear the ark of the
Lord … shall rest in the waters
of the Jordan ... the waters of the
Jordan shall be cut off.” Joshua 3:13b
Brian Fouts, pastor of CC Bistrita, prayed
silently after teaching the Sunday service.
Romanian-born Adi Blaga, his assistant pastor, was sharing with a lady who had several
misunderstandings about Christianity.
“A pastor told me that you have to be baptized to be saved,” the woman stated.
Brian smiled pleasantly as he asked her,
“Where do you see that in the Scriptures?”
Adi held up the Romanian language Bible,
explaining that God’s Word is their guide
for doctrine.

Brian offered, “Jesus told the thief on the
cross that the man would be with Him in
paradise that day. The Apostle Paul stated
in 1 Corinthians that he came to preach
the Gospel and not to baptize. At Calvary
Chapel, we encourage baptism. But the Bible
never says it is a precondition to salvation.”
The woman also asked about communion
being freely offered to anyone who wanted
to receive it. Brian explained that Jesus had
given the parable of the wheat and tares—
allowing only God to discern the righteous
from the wicked. The lady, who had recently
begun attending, promised to return after
examining the Scriptures.
“Don’t trust man’s word, but study what
the Lord says through His Word,” Brian
exhorted her gently. As he bid her farewell,
new attendee Dan Jordan approached with
several questions of his own. Brian perceived
that Dan didn’t understand the Gospel

into mainstream Romanian society and
Gypsies originally migrated from India.
message. Brian asked Dan if he knew he was
going to heaven. When Dan replied that he
hoped so, Brian patiently went through the
Scriptures and then led Dan in the prayer of
salvation. They set up a time to get together
for discipleship the following week.

Pastor John Maury, left, shares God’s Word at a Sunday evening
service in Cluj. The Maurys have been in Romania for six years.

“The Lord has been directing us to personally disciple these new believers,” said Brian.
“When they are in a group setting, the new
believers are self-conscious but will open up
when it’s one-on-one.”

“I will … put breath in you; and
you shall live. Then you shall know
that I am the Lord.”
Ezekiel 37:6
Many Romanians believe in God but don’t
understand that they can have a personal
relationship with Him. The country is predominantly Romanian Orthodox; many

The missionaries’ vehicle, left over from the communist days, ground to a halt after
the front left wheel locked up. The believers had to leave the car behind and hike
four miles back to town. John peers in the trunk as Nicu examines the wheel.
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A converted garage next to the missionary house serves as the sanctuary.

O Lord, revive Your work in the
midst of the years! In the midst of
the years make it known; in wrath
remember mercy.
Habakkuk 3:2b
The woman on right, a new attendee at CC Bistrita, questioned Calvary Chapel’s stance on baptism and communion. Assistant
Pastor Adi Caciula, center, holds up a Romanian Bible as he explains that God’s Word is their reference for Christian doctrine.
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Pastor Brian’s wife, Cynthia, leads Sunday school. She demonstrates Jesus’ concern
for Israel when He said He wanted to gather them like a hen with her chicks.

CC Bistrita Pastor Brian Fouts, center, shares the message
of salvation with Dan Jordan, left. After their conversation,
Brian prayed with Dan to receive Christ as his Savior.

other Romanian Christians come from
works-based movements.

I will put My Spirit in you, and
you shall live, and I will place you
in your own land.
Ezekiel 37:14a
42

Natalie Bridges, center, a long-term missionary from CC
Boise, ID, enjoys worship before leading a class for the older
children at CC Bistrita.

Brian and the other families serving at CC
Bistrita are from CC Boise, ID. He had felt
God’s calling on his family a year before his
wife Cynthia had. Church leaders directed
him to pray for the Lord to reveal the family’s direction to both of them. Once they

both felt called, the couple met with Pastor
Bob Caldwell.
Brian related with a laugh, “We went into
Bob’s office thinking we were just going
to have an informational meeting. It
soon dawned on us that we were being

interviewed to becoming the church’s next
missionaries.” Getting rid of most of their
possessions and arranging to move overseas
in two months seemed a daunting proposal.
Bob had encouraged them, “Don’t worry
about it; the Lord will take care of it. If you
wait until everything falls into place, you’ll
never leave.” Less than three months later,
Brian and Cynthia were in Bistrita with their
two children. Their third child was born in
Romania a year later.
They moved into a missionary home beside
the garage that had been converted into a

church. The home housed 22 people, who
came mostly from the Boise fellowship.
Despite the crowding, Brian remembered it
as an exciting time of new beginnings and
sweet fellowship.
Recently, Brian has felt that prayer is the
lifeblood of the church and will unleash the
power of the Holy Spirit.
He shared, “Through prayer, we can start
asking the Lord to work in our communities
in ways that realistically are impossible for
missionary churches.”

There are several CC works throughout
northern Romania.

CC Bistrita
www.calvaryromania.org/bistrita
bcfouts@yahoo.com
(U.S. contact) 208-658-5683

CC Cluj
www.calvaryromania.org/maury
mauryromania@yahoo.com
(U.S. contact) 208-342-1072

Vladeasa (Gypsy village)
www.calvaryromania.org/vladeasa
nichagiu@yahoo.com
(U.S. contact) 208-342-1072
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