American Believers Encourage Egyptian Christians
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Dirt roads filled with trash are a common sight in this poor community on the
outskirts of Cairo.

Story and photos by Geraldine Wilkins

And it shall be for a sign and for
a witness unto the Lord of hosts
in the land of Egypt: for they shall
cry unto the Lord because of the
oppressors, and he shall send them
a saviour, and a great one, and he
shall deliver them. Isaiah 19:20 (KJV)
Believers at Grace Church in Cairo, Egypt—
in the midst of a predominantly Islamic
community—face poor living conditions,
high unemployment, discrimination, and
religious persecution, but find comfort and
joy in Jesus Christ.

Concealed behind a van’s curtain-covered
windows, Pastor Ed Taylor, Tammy White,
and their Egyptian translators emerged and
cautiously walked into a dark entryway of
a brick apartment building. A lone, bare
bulb lit the way into the 10-foot-by-10-foot
room of a family of believers in Cairo. Eight
Christians remained behind in the vehicle,
mindful of causing suspicion and reprisals,
praying for the Lord’s protection—not only
for them but for the families they planned
to visit. Once a week, Egyptian ministry
leaders visit families to deliver groceries
and offer encouragement and prayer for
believers. This week, the visiting Americans

CC Aurora Senior Pastor Ed Taylor, right, prays for an Egyptian family during a
home visit while missionary Tammy White, center, is overcome with emotion. The
visiting American team partnered with Egyptian believers in Cairo.
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Short-term missionary Tammy White, in a
a Bible-teaching fellowship in the midst of

white sweater, from CC Aurora, CO, developed a special bond with the female believers. The women attend Grace Church in Cairo,
a Muslim-dominated neighborhood. Despite persecution, the church worships Jesus freely.
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joined them, hoping to hearten believers in
this spiritually dark community.
The bleak conditions of the room struck
Tammy’s heart. This was not the first harsh
home environment to confront her, but
these were the first tears she openly cried
during a home visit. Tammy tried to maintain her composure.
“After the first home, when I got back into
the van I started to cry because I was overwhelmed with the poverty and the conditions they have to live in,” said Tammy. Now
in this room, she walked to an Egyptian
believer’s side and placed her arm around
the woman’s shoulders to pray. The woman
gently turned Tammy away from the table
and toward the east wall. The rest of the visitors did the same. Most Egyptian Christians
are Coptic or Orthodox Christians. Coptic
tradition requires believers to face the east
during prayer. As Tammy began to pray
aloud, she was again overwhelmed with
emotion. Then she and the Egyptian believer
cried together.

Fresh spices are available in a bazaar.

Ed Taylor, her pastor from CC Aurora, CO,
stepped in to continue the prayer. “I felt
led as Tammy’s pastor to step in to support
her in expressing her love to the family. It
was when I heard her start to cry that I felt
compelled to come alongside and help,” Ed
recalled. “I was blessed as a pastor to be a
part of it, but even more so, I was blessed as
a fellow believer in sensing this practical gift
of love through food combined with a very
practical expression of love in tears.” Ed
also sensed the mystery of being so far away
from home while being so much at home
with the Egyptian believers.
Ed and Tammy were part of a short-term trip
to Cairo organized by Mission International
(MI), a Calvary-connected ministry serving
the persecuted church in the Middle East.
Leaders at MI have developed relationships
and encouraged Christians in Cairo over a
lengthy period of time. According to the
U.S. State Department, Egypt is the most
populous country in the Arab world and
the second most populous on the African
Continent. Ninety percent of Egyptians are
Muslim while the other 10 percent are considered Christian—of which the majority
are Coptic. Over 16 million people reside in
Cairo, the capital of Egypt.

Carvings and hieroglyphics

Transportation in years past, camels now are
used for racing and entertaining tourists.

A Coptic Orthodox Christian Church is located in what is called “Garbage City,”
where residents haul in and sort refuse from central Cairo to recycle.
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Some Muslim women are
completely covered when in
public places.

The Sphinx, in Giza, Egypt, is one of seven wonders of the Ancient World.

line the walls of a tomb.

Reluctant Leader
to the Children
“Whoever receives one little child
like this in My name receives Me.”
Matthew 18:5

Scott Shultz, another short-term missionary
from CC Aurora, was the first to admit that
children’s ministry is not his calling. In fact,
he thought about backing out of the trip
when he learned he was assigned the task
of leading and implementing the children’s
ministry in Egypt.

“I am a planner. I strive for order and predictability and avoid disorder and chaos.
Children can be unpredictable and boisterous,” commented Scott. “My sense of duty to
the team was stronger than my fear of teaching the kids so I decided if I had help and
prepared well, I could tolerate the kids for

“They expressed their love for me
in so many ways ... It was incredible.”
Scott Shultz

three nights.” The first night went smoothly,
but the next night was a disaster, according
to Scott—complete chaos.
Scott confessed, “God really started to deal
with me. He very clearly chastised me for
not giving the kids the love and compassion
they deserved. He convicted me for treating the kids like a problem to be solved and
teaching as an activity to be endured.” That
revelation, revealed through tearful prayers
to the Lord, brought conviction, repentance,
and restoration. The third day was the first
day Scott’s face reflected love instead of
panic. The children responded to his change

Scott taught the children about
creation using a flannel board.

immediately. They began to cling to Scott
like children loved by a father.
Scott remained with the children and continued to minister to them even after his
responsibilities were completed. “They
expressed their love for me in so many
ways,” said Scott. “They told me they loved
me and were going to miss me. For those
who could not speak English, they hugged
me. One little 4-year-old girl kissed me on
the cheek,” Scott remembered tearfully. “It
was incredible.”

Owe no man any thing, but to love
one another: for he that loveth
another hath fulfilled the law.

Scott Shultz of CC Aurora was
asked to teach the children.

Romans 13:8 (KJV)

Mission International
But speaking the truth in love,
may grow up into him in all things,
which is the head, even Christ.
Ephesians 4:15 (KJV)

Pastor Tim Fraser of CC Irvine plays
a hand game with children. This
was his fifth trip to Egypt.
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Mission International co-director, William
Agius, began his relationship with Hisham,
the pastor of Grace Church, 15 years ago.
The vision and calling of MI is to nurture
and support pastors like Hisham, who work
in difficult Islamic nations, by developing
long-term relationships.

During the children’s teaching, the youth hold cards, written in Arabic, that denote words
in their faith, but to totally trust and depend on the Word of God.

like undecided and fear. The aim of the word game is to help the children not to waver

“We believe it is vital to provide the resources
and support they need to carry out the Great
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“By the third day of the
conference, they opened
to us as sisters when they
saw we were believers
running the same race.”
Elizabeth Beum

A couple from the church rests outside
of their home. Living conditions vary.
praying with the ladies,” said Tammy. “How
was I going to pray with them, what will I
pray, and will I do it correctly through an
interpreter?” The Spirit spoke to her heart
through the words of Colossians 3:14, “…
above all these things put on love, which is
the bond of perfection.”

Elizabeth Beum, right, with the help of a
Egyptian Christians can afford; therefore,

translator, prays for the physical health of several women. Health care is a luxury few
they rely on the grace and mercy of God for healing.

believers running the same race.” Elizabeth,
a believer from CC Aurora, taught the
women for three consecutive nights about
the love of God. “I witnessed the women
blossom like flowers.”

Women at Grace Church enjoy worship. Coptic tradition dictates that women cover
their heads to receive communion.

Commission among their own nation and
people,” said William. MI places a priority
on training future leaders and pastors. “We
believe that teaching God’s Word is vital to
the growth and maturity of the church. Now
is the time to share God’s love with millions
of Muslims who are searching for the truth.”
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Women to Women
But above all these things put on love,
which is the bond of perfection.
Colossians 3:14
“When we first arrived, the women were
closed,” said Elizabeth Beum. “By the
third day of the conference, they opened
to us as sisters when they saw we were

Samia, the Egyptian women’s ministry
leader, reported that attendance grew from
30 to 70 women during the conference.
Those attending began spreading the word
in their neighborhoods about what God was
doing with others. Three women made professions of faith and received Jesus Christ as
their Savior.
Although Tammy had felt assured that
the Lord called her to Egypt to support
Elizabeth and to serve the women who
attended the women’s conference, she feared
she was not equipped. “I was very anxious and concerned about ministering and

Tammy continued, “After praying with the
first few women, it became clear that the
Lord just wanted me to keep it simple. He
impressed upon me to stop worrying about
the what, how, who, when, where, and why.
I was simply to pray for the lady in front
of me and love her.” The women sensed
that Tammy loved them by her actions as
the love of the Lord radiated through her.
“Hugging and embracing them in love created the ‘perfect bond of unity,’ just as the
Word said it would,” reflected Tammy.
Samia concluded, “We saw love through our
American brothers and sisters when they
came close to us with simplicity and humility. They accepted our hugs and kisses in the
Egyptian way.”

Victory in Christ

During a home visit with believers, William Agius, Mission International co-director,
delivers groceries and later has the opportunity to pray with the family.

Although the Egyptian government does not
have a public policy to persecute Christians,
they enforce restrictions on repairing or
constructing church buildings that hamper
the believer’s freedom of worship. Grace
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Pastor Ed Taylor, CC Aurora, left,
prays over the fellowship at the
first worship service held in the
new church building. Church leader
Elisha translates Ed’s prayer.

Threatened by radicals, Pastor Hisham and men from Grace Church were forced to
destroy the church’s third floor pillars rather than lose the entire sanctuary.

Church recently built a new building. “On
several occasions, the government tried to
tear down the building and stop any further
development,” said William. “God is always
faithful. During the most difficult times He
gave favor to the church leadership in the
eyes of local authorities.”
Last year, during the process of constructing the third floor, more than 15 angry
Muslim men confronted Pastor Hisham
about erecting a church. They threatened to

destroy the entire church building if Pastor
Hisham did not comply with their demands
to destroy the third floor support pillars.

communion service in the new sanctuary
this past January.

Pastor Hisham and several men from
the church took the threat seriously and
destroyed the pillars for the third floor while
the rest of the building remained unscathed.
The visiting team of Americans were the
first to visit since that threat was made, but
they also had the privilege of joining the
Egyptian fellowship in its first worship and

“The team’s visit was good timing,” said
Pastor Hisham. “It helped the congregation
come out of the sadness and the depression it was feeling because of all the circumstances happening around them.” The
Egyptian pastor noted that the team was not
just preaching words, but acting out their
faith, demonstrated through the home visits.
He said that the entire church body is praying for the team’s return to Cairo.

Returning in Love

The men at Grace Church stand to recite Scripture. Men and women traditionally sit
separately during worship service.
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A translator, left, interprets Pastor Hisham’s
new church. Hisham said that the visitors

words for the American women. This was the first Sunday worship service held in the
encouraged the Egyptian believers and helped them not feel isolated in their faith.

Pastor Tim Fraser, senior pastor of CC
Irvine, CA, declared, “I believe that God’s
call is for us to enter into the suffering
of others.” Tim has ministered at Grace
Church each year over the past five years.
He said that his love for those in the body of
Christ, who continue to experience persecution and suffering, persuaded him to return.
Another key factor in his multiple trips has
been the willingness of his fellowship back
home to gladly support him in the work that
God is doing in Egypt through prayers and
their heart for their persecuted brethren.
Although Grace Church is in the middle of a
community that is opposed to the Gospel, it
is thriving despite the fact that local radicals
have continually tried to extinguish its light
and prevent it from spreading.
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Seen through an iron gate,
Grace Church is located in a
Muslim-dominated area.

“They are bold
in their service,
they openly gather,
loudly worship,
and have not stopped
doing what the Lord
is leading them to do
in declaring Jesus
to the community.”
Pastor Tim Fraser

Jordan
Cairo

Believers at Grace Church are led in worship with accordion music.
“What struck me about the church is that
while they are right in the midst of radical
Islam, surrounded by several mosques, they
are not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ,”
continued Tim.
“They are bold in their service, they openly
gather, loudly worship, and have not stopped
doing what the Lord is leading them to do
in declaring Jesus to the community.”
Tim is excited over the changes he has seen
the last five years. He said, “Pastor Hisham

14

has begun to teach expositionally through
the books of the Bible, which has resulted in
great spiritual growth in the congregation as
well as in Hisham himself.”

“Whom will he teach knowledge?
And whom will he make to understand the message? ... For precept
must be upon precept, precept upon
precept, line upon line, line upon
line, here a little, there a little.”
Isaiah 28:9a,10
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Cairo is on the Nile in northern Africa.
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