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We are hard-pressed on every side,
yet not crushed;
we are perplexed,

Shepherding Shepherds

but not in despair;
persecuted,
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but not forsaken;
struck down,
but not destroyed—
always carrying about in the body
the dying of the Lord Jesus,
that the life of Jesus
also may be manifested
in our body.
2 Corinthians 4:8-10
Wayne, right, is overcome as he witnesses the pain of two brothers. Their Muslim
father had been slain because of their evangelism.
The names of Iraqi Christians have been
changed for their protection.

To me, who am less than the least
of all the saints, this grace was
given, that I should preach among
the Gentiles the unsearchable
Ephesians 3:8
riches of Christ.

A team of U.S. pastors listens to the
testimony of two Kurdish brothers
who have faced trials and persecution
because of their faith in Christ.

Pastor Wayne Kinde, top, prays with the two Kurdish brothers as bad news reaches
Iraq. Five CC pastors and a team journeyed there to encourage and equip Iraqi

them at a conference held in northern
leaders with expositional teaching.

Huddled in a corner in a church in northern
Iraq, Wayne Kinde cried out to the Lord to
give him the words to comfort two young
men who are brothers. They were believers
and even pastors despite overwhelming persecution for their faith—their Muslim father
had recently been slain because they converted to Christianity. They had just found
out that their mother had been rushed to
the hospital—a seemingly last straw to break
their spirit.

“Who will be our pastor, who will shepherd
us, who will mentor us?” Ammar cried
out. Ammar’s brother, Nabil, put his head
on Wayne’s shoulder and sobbed. Ammar
joined him. The strain of sharing the Gospel
in a war-torn country, along with their
personal losses, had taken an intense emotional toll. Both young men seemed pushed
beyond exhaustion.
Wayne, an assistant pastor from Horizon
Christian Fellowship in San Diego at that
time, felt at a loss. “It would have been so
easy to point them to all the promises we
have,” he said. “God is our Father. The Lord
is your Shepherd. The Spirit is our Teacher.”
Wayne knew that they already knew that,
and that wasn’t what the men sought.
“These brothers longed for wisdom, strength,
guidance, answers, and they needed someone
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to come alongside them. A pastor for pastors—a fellow laborer to lean on,” continued
Wayne. Both men had heard the Gospel
presented on the local television station
after American forces toppled the regime of
Saddam Hussein. They had accepted the free
gift of salvation—then fearlessly shared the
Gospel in town after town. The realization of
their need for guidance and mentoring had
overpowered their enthusiasm.

Commitment and Passion

The two brothers were attending a conference taught by CC pastors in a northern
Iraqi town. About 60 Middle Eastern pastors and leaders had gathered from less than
a dozen congregations. The lead pastor of
the conference, Jeff Fadness of CC Pocatello,
ID, compared them to the early Christians.
Both groups often risked their lives to share
the Gospel. The danger was especially real
in southern Iraq where many attendees had
traveled from. Their commitment and passion caused Jeff to question the depth of his
own faith.

Wayne reads a Hebrew inscribed plaque that says,
“The prophet Nahum whom the Lord had called …”

Pastor Jeff Fadness, CC Pocatello, ID, shares the Gospel with a
mentally handicapped man. Insaf Safou, center, translates.

Mother and child in a Christian village.

“I have never been with a group of believers that were so passionate and so on fire,”
said Jeff. “Their passion is born out of their
persecution and pain and suffering. It’s very
genuine and sincere.”
“Session after session, day after day, they
were taking notes, asking questions, soaking
it up,” Jeff exclaimed. “And the richness of
the fellowship between the sessions gave us
a vision of what they could do in their own
cities if they implemented verse-by-verse
teaching.” One of their greatest impressions
on Jeff was the Iraqis’ desire to know more
and to preach and share the Gospel—believers who will risk their lives as they stand up
and proclaim the name of Jesus.
Earlier at one of the teaching sessions, Dave
Gonzales of CC Cerritos in Artesia, CA, was
trying to illustrate the Bible’s importance,
saying, “Make sure you always have your
Bible in your hand in case you need to refer
to it and prove what you are saying is true.
When you preach, His Word must be present. It’s not our opinion that has authority,
but it’s God’s Word that has authority.”
After hearing this, Nabil, the older of the
two brothers, stood, and with the utmost
respect, he offered, “That just doesn’t sound
biblical to me. Scripture doesn’t say to have
the Word in our hand; we are to hide God’s
Word in our heart, and when we speak, it
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The U.S. team enter the ruins of an old
synagogue in Al-Qoush in northern Iraq.

Jenny Gonzales, left, wife of
with young Kurdish girls in

According to an Iraqi newspaper, the ruins of a synagogue in Al-Qoush,
a short drive north of Mosul, is alleged to be the location of the tomb of
the biblical prophet Nahum.

Pastor Dave Gonzales, shares family photos
the town of Al-Qoush.

should be as rivers of life. I do not think it’s
important that we hold this book, but that
we know its truth and speak it.”
In a culture where not all believers have a
physical copy of the Scripture or it would be
against the law to carry it into certain areas,
Nabil’s point was well taken. Christian
resources are scarce. While the pastors
taught, the Iraqi Christians were scribbling
notes furiously, especially if there was quotation from the Psalms or the prophets. The
Old Testament hasn’t been completely translated into the Kurdish dialects yet, a simple
reality that can be forgotten by cultures
who tend to take their numerous biblical
resources for granted.

Let the word of Christ dwell in
you richly in all wisdom, teaching
and admonishing one another in
psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing with grace in your
Colossians 3:16
hearts to the Lord.
Before traveling to Iraq with Mission
International, a Calvary Chapel-connected
outreach to Middle Eastern countries, Pastor
Dave Gonzales confessed to a prejudice
against Muslims and all Middle Easterners
in the wake of the 9/11 terrorist attacks. (See
Dave’s teaching, page 47.) After his second
trip to Iraq, the CC pastor’s burning passion
is to share the Gospel with Muslims.

Conference Planning

The six-day gathering was designed to steer
the growing revival in Iraq and throughout
the Middle East in the direction of strong,
solid verse-by-verse Bible teaching in order
to provide roots to the revival and keep it
from fading or fracturing.
Mission International Co-director David
LeCompte shared, “Many of these Iraqi
shepherds in need of shepherding traveled
eight hours by taxi from Baghdad in order
to attend, and interpreters were needed to
bridge the language barriers, translating
English into Arabic, Kurdish, and Farsi.”
David continued, “Up until now, their primary resources for Bible study were televised messages by pastors who rely heavily on topical sermons. Going through the
Word line by line was a new experience for
these pastors, who were so hungry for more
of God’s truth.” The American pastors had
been concerned about “the winds of doctrine” blowing through the Iraqi church.

Iraqi women embrace as they dance during worship.

The eyes of your understanding
being enlightened; that you may
know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory
of His inheritance in the saints.
Ephesians 1:18

The lyrics to Arabic praise songs are projected as
believers worship during the Bible conference.

Calvary pastors lay hands on and pray for an Iraqi pastor.

An Iraqi believer falls to his knees in worship.

Pastor Chris De Ruyter, CC Rancho
Santa Margarita, answers a Kurdish
believer’s questions about God’s Word.

Jenny Gonzales prays with a young Iraqi woman.

Bill Paquette, left, of CC Rancho Santa Margarita and MI Co-director David
LeCompte encourage an Iraqi believer who had previously worshiped idols.

Baptisms

The conference goal was to teach through
an entire book of the Bible. During each of
the six days, they covered the six chapters
of Paul’s letter to the Ephesians—one a day.
The guest teachers took turns explaining the
text one verse at a time.

An impromptu baptismal service also took
place toward the end of the conference.
Three people were baptized. Afterwards,
the group sang, danced, and praised God.
The gathered believers then surprised the
Americans with an Iraqi tradition. They
began throwing little chocolate candies up
in the air and at those just baptized—symbolizing the sweetness of a life surrendered
to Jesus.

Jeff Fadness felt that the Book of Ephesians
would best cover the practicality of church
life. Once everyone agreed on the book, Jeff
broke it up into sections so that the other
teachers could prepare. “We sent the curriculum to the Iraqi pastors’ leadership, and
they thought it was great,” Jeff said. “And
then the Lord just blessed it.”

One of the men baptized was an Iraqi believer
who had been an idol worshiper six years
before. (See sidebar, page 44.) During the
first session Jeff Fadness taught, he shared
about how God had chosen His saints before
He formed the foundations of the world. Not
yet knowing the man’s testimony, Jeff singled
the former pagan believer out.

Jeff felt that some of the most effective times
of ministry came during small-group sessions or one-on-one talks with the Iraqis.
Throughout the conference, meals were
brought in by a friend of the church, and an
effort was made at midday to provide a real,
home-cooked Iraqi meal—flatbread, hummus, rice, chicken, and pickled vegetables.
Since many of the pastors who attended
brought their families, more than a dozen
women attended the conference. Formal
breakout sessions were designed specifically
for the ladies. Dave Gonzales’ wife, Jenny,
was able to speak with and minister to them
through the team’s translators.

Mission International Co-director William Agius leads a breakout session to answer
entitled “The Body of Christ” covered the entire Book of Ephesians. Believers, many
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Pastor Jeff Fadness answers questions
asked by an Iraqi Bible student.

questions about the verse-by-verse teaching in Ephesians. The six-day conference
new to the faith, traveled from all over Iraq. A kerosene heater provided warmth.

“I pointed my finger at him and said, ‘Do
you know that God has chosen you?’” Jeff
recalled. “His eyes just lit up. He was so
excited. His baptism was one of the most
joyous baptisms I had ever seen, to see the
expression of joy on his face.” Jeff spoke to
him later through a translator, and the man
told him how thrilled he was to be taken out
of the darkness of a cult and into the light
of Jesus. Jeff prayed and laid hands on him
and on two other men from the same village
who desire to start a church.
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Ghazi’s Testimony
Ghazi grew up in a family and village of idol worshippers, yet there was no one to answer
his questions about life and God. Frustrated and lonely, the young Iraqi found no answers
to his questions: Why did life feel so meaningless? If God was really loving and merciful,
why was there so much suffering in the world? The local Muslim teacher offered him
nothing but books that held no answers.
Islam did not satisfy him, but his family and his culture prevented him from learning
about Christianity. Though there was a Christian priest in the area, the youth was not
allowed to meet with him. Ghazi’s father had even threatened the Christian leader, stating
that he would kill one of the priest’s own children if Ghazi became a Christian through
his influence. Culturally, Ghazi was expected not to ask questions of adults because of his
youth; his duty was to listen to and obey his father, not to challenge his authority.
In 2003 things changed. When the American troops came to Iraq and Saddam Hussein
was deposed, new liberties such as satellite TV and the Internet became available. Since
Ghazi married, he enjoyed the freedom to watch the Christian channel away from the
watchful eye of his father. He began discovering answers to the questions he had harbored in his heart for years. He learned about creation and about the difference between
the Bible’s Old and New Testaments and how God’s love for people was expressed through
Jesus Christ. He realized that God Himself had experienced the suffering of this world
that had for so long plagued his mind and heart. A month later, Ghazi gave his life to
Jesus, asking Him to be his Savior and Lord.

CC Cerritos Pastor Dave Gonzales gives
a hug of thanks and encouragement to
an Iraqi who translated his teachings.

For the next five years, Ghazi kept his new faith secret, even from his wife. Unable to
fellowship with other Christians, he drew his spiritual strength from God and from what
he was able to learn from watching Christian TV. Recently he came to know another
believer, and this new friend brought him to the conference in northern Iraq. Ghazi was
baptized at the end of the conference. His heart’s desire is that his wife and children experience the same joy and peace that he has found in Christ.
By Debra Smith

Ministering in Iraq

Evangelism in Iraq isn’t easy, but it isn’t
impossible either, the Calvary pastors agreed.
If a believer tried to tell someone about Jesus,
they could actually be killed on the spot and
their body left on the street. However, when
an acquaintance or family member notices
a difference in the life of a Muslim who has
converted to Christianity and asks questions,
there is an opening. “Come to my home for
tea, and I’ll share with you what has happened,” a believer might say.
Dave Gonzales was impressed with the testimony of Aazim, a former Muslim cleric who
had been a terrorist leader in Iraq’s Mahdi
Army, which was created to usher in Islam’s
false messiah. Instead, Aazim came to know
the true Messiah, Jesus Christ, as his Lord
and Savior. (See sidebar, page 46.) After the
conference, the one-time terrorist wanted to
return to a dangerous southern Iraqi city to
share the Gospel.
“But this guy is marked,” said David
LeCompte in near disbelief. “They’re still
looking for him.”

A former believer of the Yazidi religion, an ancient Kurdish faith, is baptized at the conference
(see sidebar, above). Iraqis toss chocolate candies to symbolize the sweetness of salvation.

An Iraqi leader lays hands on and prays for another Iraqi believer moments
before the man’s baptism. Three people were baptized at the conference.

Jeff described the conference as a life-changing experience for him as well as the attendees. “What God is doing in Iraq is behind the
scenes. You’re not going to see it on TV or
read it in the newspapers. There is a revival
going on in Iraq, but it is not advanced with
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A pastors and leaders conference was
held in northern Iraq.

David LeCompte pauses in front of one of several registered churches in Iraq. The
freedom of worship in Iraq varies from one location to the next, yet all experience
some level of persecution for their faith in Jesus Christ.
solid teaching. That’s what Calvary Chapel
has to offer. We came alongside of the Iraqis
to encourage and equip them with the teaching of the Word of God.”

Aazim’s Testimony
Aazim and his wife nervously endured the
police officers’ questions. While traveling
from their home in Baghdad to last year’s
Bible conference, the couple had been
stopped by soldiers at a checkpoint. They
were taken to the local police station where
armed policemen vigorously questioned
them. At first, the 28-year-old Iraqi fearfully
gave vague, imprecise answers, but then he
felt a voice speak to his heart, Be a witness of
Me. Don’t deny Me. As the words encouraged
Aazim, he spoke more boldly: “I have some
words I want to share with you. We were
Muslims, but we decided to follow Jesus.”
The police officers’ faces expressed their
shock. They asked, “How much did they
pay you to become Christians?” Aazim
responded, “They gave us eternity in Jesus
Christ. No one else can give us this, just
Jesus Christ.” Later, the befuddled officers
let them go.
Aazim’s own journey to eternal life in Christ
had begun in 2003 when he was a member
of the Mahdi Army—an extremist militia organization dedicated to expelling the
Americans from Iraq. The Mahdi Army
grew out of Islam’s minority branch, Shi’ism.

Other teaching conferences are being
planned later this year and next.

“And everyone who has left houses
or brothers or sisters or father

Expecting the Shi’ite messiah, or Mahdi,
to return soon in Iraq, Mahdi Army leaders claimed that the Americans invaded in
order to seize and kill the Mahdi. As a Shi’ite
with deep religious passion, Aazim joined
this cause and engaged in jihad, a holy war,
against the Americans.
Aazim eventually turned again toward his
earlier occupation: Islamic education. He
had studied Shari’ah, or Islamic law, at
university for six years, and hoped to be a
mosque leader and help people study the
Qur’an. Sensitive to criticism of Islam, he
wanted to be able to answer questions
asked by critics and disbelievers. But as he
returned to Islamic studies, he noticed disturbing teachings he had never before considered. Women, he noticed, were regarded
in the Qur’an as less than animals, and children were also treated poorly.
Aazim had an educated friend named
Roshan, and the two began to study Islam
together. They met for a year until Aazim
became so confused that he told Roshan he
needed another solution. “Let’s try the Bible,”
Roshan suggested. The two began comparing the Bible and the Qur’an, classifying
subjects and studying each book’s teachings

or mother or wife or children or
lands, for My name’s sake, shall
receive a hundredfold, and inherit
Matthew 19:29
eternal life.”
Mission International

www.missionintl.org
missionintl@msn.com
719-686-7761

side by side. They studied six days a week,
and soon the Bible began to eclipse the
Qur’an in its hold on Aazim. He explained
the reason for his attraction to the Bible’s
teachings: “When I hold the Qur’an, I feel
that I have a weapon in my hand. When I
hold my Bible, I feel that I have a flower in
my hand.”
In time, Roshan invited Aazim to meet him
the next day for a mysterious trip. Aazim
discovered that Roshan’s destination was
a church—a dangerous place in a Muslim
culture. “But when I entered the church
and saw the cross,” testified Aazim, “I felt
a special peace in my heart, and I had no
problems there.” Two men immediately
began talking with Aazim about Christ,
and one of them—who eventually became
his father-in-law—discipled him. Roshan
had been a follower of Jesus the whole time,
Aazim discovered.
Aazim’s only regret—not knowing Christ
sooner. “When I pray, I start crying for one
reason. I am so sad because of the 28 years
that I lived without Jesus Christ.” Aazim and
his wife attended the conference where he
shared this testimony and requested prayers
for their mission and safety in Iraq.
By Debra Smith
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A Heart Transplant
P A S T O R

D avid

G on z ales

The attacks of September 11, 2001, did more
than prompt the planting of six American
flags in my front yard. Within me, a growing resentment for those of Middle Eastern
descent had begun. As the collapsing Twin
Towers were repeatedly shown on television,
I wept bitter tears as thousands of my fellow
Americans were killed in the attack.

For two years prior to my first mission
journey to Iraq, I tried to arrange teaching
trips to South Sudan or Sri Lanka, where
I felt I was among those that deserved our
assistance. As it turned out this past year,
there was only one mission expedition available to me—Iraq—the Middle East, my
imagined enemies.

This set the stage for a life-changing encounter with God. I was about to embark on a
crucial venture into how God views things
so differently than I do. Like all believers, I
continue to relearn the basics through His
Spirit each day. Just when I think that God
has settled the major issues of my heart,
He exposes another lethal flaw. By studying God’s Word we understand that the
Lord will sometimes allow circumstances to
bring our hearts into harmony with His. I’m
reminded of the time Jesus found Himself
doing that with James and John.

I know I must have grieved my Lord as He
observed the cold heart that stepped on the
plane bound for the Middle East. Is it actually possible for us to weep with such heartfelt thankfulness over His gracious words of
grace and still nurture bitterness toward others? Paul, writing to Spirit-filled Christians,
said, “Let all bitterness and wrath and
anger and clamor and slander be put away
from you, along with all malice” (Ephesians
4:31 NASB).

And when His disciples James and
John saw this, they said, “Lord, do
You want us to command fire to come
down from heaven and consume
them, just as Elijah did?” But He
turned and rebuked them, and said,
“You do not know what manner of
spirit you are of. For the Son of Man
did not come to destroy men’s lives
Luke 9:54-56a
but to save them.”
On the day of my salvation, I was so overwhelmed with gratitude; I never thought
I’d have to struggle to negate my sinfulness
to “call fire down” on anyone. After the
attacks on the World Trade Center, however, I noticed a personal lack of empathy
when I would learn of a tragedy in a Middle
Eastern country—populated by those I rendered deserving of God’s wrath.
Was I, like James and John, in desperate
need of our Savior’s rebuke of being ready
to “bring fire down on them”? Had I conveniently forgotten that Jesus came to save
men’s lives, not destroy them?

Pastor David Gonzales encourages an
Iraqi believer.

... God had sent us to share His life-saving
message of grace. The shackles of Islam hold
the Muslim people in spiritual bondage.
In September of 2008, on a busy street in
downtown Amman, Jordan, this destructive period of my life was about to end. In
God’s merciful and loving sovereignty, He
reached down and gave me His own heart
through a desperately needed “heart transplant.” As His love flooded through my soul,
I saw all those around me through His eyes.
As I shed tears of repentance and shame, I
found myself praying, Oh Lord, I love these
people, and they need You. Forgive me, Lord.
In one heavenly moment, my heart of stone
was changed forever.
As a result, I could not get enough of being
with these wonderful but lost people. I fully
embraced the truth that God had sent us to
share His life-saving message of grace. The
shackles of Islam hold the Muslim people in
spiritual bondage. Satan is the enemy. At the
same time, our team marveled at the historic

revival sweeping through Iraq and the
Middle East. Countless souls are being saved.
The body of Christ is alive and growing.
Our Lord still calls us to fulfill His Great
Commission—making disciples of all the
nations (Matthew 28:19). The Bible clearly
teaches that the sacrifice of Jesus Christ and
the price He paid is for the whole world, not
just the nations considered friendly. God
also promised in Ezekiel 36:26, I will give
you a new heart and put a new spirit within
you; I will take the heart of stone out of your
flesh and give you a heart of flesh. I humbly
pray to be prepared for a heart transplant
when our Savior deems it necessary.
David Gonzales planted and led a CC in
Wisconsin. He has taught the Bible in South
Sudan since 1998. He now pastors CC
Cerritos, CA, and is planning his third trip to
teach believers in Iraq.
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