Seventy-person Hatteras Island

Christian Fellowship (HICF), NC,
shared Jesus’ message and servant’s heart
with 300 surfers and event staff
at the 2010 East Coast Surfing Championship.
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Longboard competitor Alex Fawess surfs on the first day of the contest. A Calvary Chapel affiliated church on Hatteras Island

served participants in numerous ways throughout the six-day competition.

The unexpected opportunities the storm
presented were possible because HICF was
already in place serving the competition.
The 70-person church delivered breakfast
and lunch to event staff during the six-day
September 2010 contest, as well as a giant
hog roast that fed more than 300 participants—all at no charge.

Then He said to them all, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let
him deny himself, and take up his
cross daily, and follow Me.”
Luke 9:23

Take Up Your Cross

The small island of Hatteras has 33 square
miles, about 3,000 year-long residents, a few
villages, and one highway. For years, Billy
has walked this highway with a cross on his
back. It’s an unpopular image for an area
much influenced by the relaxed, seekerfriendly beach culture.

Erin and Taylor Rutledge, HICF Pastor Billy Rutledge’s wife and son, serve ice cream
to competition participants and their families. The front of their T-shirts asks, Why?
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On Wednesday, believers from HICF served
contest judges, competitors, and families.

a barbecue lunch to

Pastor Billy delivers lunch to contest judges. HICF members
made themselves available for any task officials requested.

“The cross is really your thing, Billy, isn’t it?”
he’s often heard, even in Christian circles.
He responds, “Seriously, guys, the cross is
Billy’s thing? The cross is everybody’s thing.”
Billy, his wife Erin, and their two children moved to Hatteras in 1994. He came
to teach high school but found a mission
field. The economy relies almost solely on
tourism. “People come here to party,” Billy
explained. Locals work long hours during
tourist season, then often lapse into depression during winter months. Alcoholism and
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Hatteras Island, NC

serving
surfers

Massive swells pounded the sands of
Hatteras Island, NC. The Eastern Surfing
Championship, the oldest and biggest surfing competition on the East Coast, had
already been postponed two days. As it began
Tuesday morning, waves produced by distant
Hurricane Igor were, according to chairman
Tom McClaren, “almost beyond safe.” From
the shoreline, apprehensive surfers observed
the broken boards and frustrated attempts
of their fellow competitors. Pastor Billy
Rutledge and other members of Hatteras
Island Christian Fellowship (HICF) moved
among them, praying for their safety before
they entered the turbulent waters. Later in
the day, participant Joe Gillon approached
the pastor. “Your prayers got me through the
impact zone!” Joe exclaimed. “I kept hearing
your words as I faced the huge walls of water
coming at me.” Billy responded that what
really protected him was God’s Spirit, Who
desired a deeper relationship with him.

Two-time Brazilian National Champion Ana Barend finishes a perfect ride on day two of the contest. Ana attended CC Bible
College at Twin Peaks in California during her early years as a Christian.
drug addiction are huge issues, especially
among youth. Although Hatteras boasts 21
churches, Billy said relevance outweighs
repentance. The danger he sees in this trend
is that commitments easily given are easily
abandoned. “People try to make the Gospel
easier to swallow. But if you don’t divorce
yourself from sin, you’re still going to be
miserable. Jesus says it’s a narrow way,” Billy
proclaimed, sensing people’s desire to make
the way much wider. In 2002, HICF began.
He refers to the following words of Jesus as
the church’s leading Scripture:

Whoever does not bear his cross
and come after Me cannot be My
Luke 14:27
disciple.
Attempting to reflect this concept to the
community, Billy and other HICF members
have literally taken up crosses—including 50
people marching in the island’s Christmas
parade under a banner reading, “From the
Cradle to the Cross.” HICF also has a passion for missions and outreach. Contact with
the local surfing community was initially
made through Billy’s daughter Katy, an avid
surfer. HICF provided free meals to officials
and their families at local contests multiple
times over the last few years. Initially wary
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because of negative experiences with other
Christians, recipients soon learned HICF
served with no strings attached. Then an
HICF member approached Billy with a new
challenge—why not feed the whole beach a
barbeque lunch on Wednesday at the Eastern
Surfing Championship? Initially Billy
thought there was no way it could work—
their small church, already taxed by other
endeavors, would never have the manpower
to pull off ministry of that magnitude. He
realized, however, that “the real power, the
ability, the strength, and the resources do not
come due to numbers. They come by faith in
a God who says ‘Jump; I’ll catch you.’”

Taking the Jump

In some way, the majority of the HICF congregants participated in the event. Many
were up before dawn baking food; others
delivered it to the beach. Coolers of drinks
were hauled across hot sand all day. Some
served food while others mingled with
contestants and officials, offering prayer.
Wherever they served, HICF members were
distinguished by their red T-shirts, which
asked Why? on the front and answered on
the back: Because of Jesus. Violent waves
were not the only challenge. Only three people from the other church they had invited
to help actually participated. An additional

judging site, erected 300 yards from the
original, complicated efforts to serve the
officials, and the HICF table’s location gave
the unintended impression that their coffee
was meant for the entire contest. Rather than
turning people away, they served four times
the expected amount of coffee each morning.
Yet it was often through obstacles they saw
God move most powerfully. Officials had
been promised HICF would only share the
Gospel if asked. At a previous contest, the
team’s table contained stacks of newly-purchased tracts that looked like million dollar
bills. They caught the eye of surfing contestant Joe Gillon’s young daughter, who asked
if she could have them. Though Billy agreed,
he was thinking What a waste! Later that
day, he saw her handing the tracts out to the
judges and everyone on the beach. Along
with everyday service, HICF wowed participants with special treats. Perhaps the most
ambitious was dragging ice cream out onto
the beach in five-gallon cooling containers.
Long lines stretched across the sand, waiting for cool refreshment from 90-degree
heat. When questioned, those serving people spoke about true refreshment found in
Christ. As Billy observed, “You earn the
right to preach the Gospel in a radical fashion by serving in a radical way.”

Local doctor Jamie Fountain echoed Ken’s
thoughts: “I think the outreach made people
stop and think. People saw that we weren’t
shoving Christianity down their throats to
get money; everything was offered for free.
We just went out and served with a smile. If
they wanted to talk, we talked. It was totally
different from what many had seen before.”
Though Jamie had not believed they could
feed the entire beach, after everyone was
fed she served the last side of macaroni and
cheese to some tourists wandering by.

serve surfers, Hatteras Island, and the world.
They expect further outreach will continue
to stretch them beyond their comfort zones
without necessarily seeing huge numeric
results. Yet, in Ken’s words, “All we’re called
to do is plant seeds; God cultivates them.
Personally, we don’t have to see the increase.
It’s for God’s glory, not ours.”
This attitude led the small church to give
away 43 percent of 2010’s budget, and it
continues to inspire sacrifice belying their
small size. That, more than any numbers,
tells Billy that HICF is on track. He concluded, “This outreach was a venture of
faith. It worked because Jesus hasn’t lost His
power. I hope people see that if a little-bitty
church can pull this off, anybody can—with
blood, sweat, and prayer.”

And with great power the apostles
gave witness to the resurrection
of the Lord Jesus. And great grace
Acts 4:33
was upon them all.

Hatteras Island, NC

Ken Randall, who headed up the hog roast,
exemplifies this radical service. A local
ambulance driver, Ken worked a 24-hour
shift before driving three hours to pick
up the pig. He started cooking after midnight; by dawn he was setting up on the
beach. The hog cooked all day, its mouthwatering smells gathering a crowd. Finally,
it was served to more than 300 waiting
contest-goers with sides of coleslaw and
macaroni and cheese. Afterward there were
still hours of cleanup before Ken could go
home and rest before his next shift. “It was
physically exhausting, but worth it,” Ken
related. “We see our church’s purpose as
showing, through our actions, why we serve
the true and living God of the Bible.”
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HICF is located on a 42-mile-long
barrier island off North Carolina’s coast.
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Ken feels HICF’s previous service enabled
this event’s success. Once-suspicious officials opened closed parking lots and offered
other help because they knew the church’s
reputation. Also, previous exposure to
rough surf culture made it easier for the
believers to look past challenges, such as
foul language, to the people themselves. At
the week’s end, the judges called Billy up to
receive a thank-you card they had designed
to show HICF their deep appreciation. “My
personal highlight,” Billy said, “was when a
first-place winner handed his trophy to his
mom and walked all the way across a highway to thank me for praying for him.”

True Relevance

Billy traces his focus on service over cultural relevance back to a Christian girl in
his high school whose example led him to
Christ. Though for two years he mocked
her for the Bible always open on her desk,
she never responded in anger. “She seemed
irrelevant because I thought being a man
was about fighting and drinking—but that
girl showed me real strength and power.
Her example convinced me Christ was real.”
HICF hopes to display the relevance of a
relationship with Christ as they continue to

Billy prays for Chuck Barend, Ana’s husband. Between heats, the HICF team prayed
with unbelievers and encouraged brothers and sisters in Christ.
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