Hear His Voice

South Los Angeles church trusts God to do the impossible
Story by Shellie Renz
Photos by Sadie Lyda

The rap band Priesthood encourages the crowd’s participation in an outreach called Hear His Voice. The event was led by Calvary Chapel South Los Angeles, CA, alongside nearly 20 other participating churches.

“If you have faith as a mustard
seed, you will say to this mountain,
‘Move from here to there,’ and it
will move; and nothing will be
impossible for you.” Matthew 17:20b
Pastor David Trujillo of Calvary Chapel
South Los Angeles, CA, was shocked when
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he learned it would cost $20,000 to rent
Nokia Plaza. It was 2009, and the church of
about 150 people wanted to use the space
for an evangelistic outreach. They had, however, just a few hundred dollars in their budget. But David desperately wanted to reach
the area with God’s Word, and Nokia Plaza
is in an excellent location. An open meeting
space about the size of an acre surrounded

by high-rise commercial buildings, the
plaza is in the heart of Los Angeles—and
the heart of Los Angeles is in the heart of
former gang member David Trujillo.
Since conducting their first Hear His Voice
(HHV) outreach two years prior, CC South
Los Angeles had held the festival-style event
in parking lots or high school football fields.

Then one day, while a planning group met
in a building across the street from Nokia
Plaza, David had looked out a window and
noticed the Nokia sign. The group was
intending to use one of their usual venues,
but David requested that someone inquire
about the cost of using the plaza. After
hearing the staggering reply, David counter-offered an amount that was drastically

lower—and seemed, at the same time, drastically more than the church could conceivably raise. “Let’s offer $10,000,” he had said.
The proposal was denied. The group prayed
for a miracle. Eventually, Nokia Plaza’s management accepted the offer. In five days, the
group scraped together a down payment
of $5,000. David petitioned other churches

Pastor David Trujillo of CC South Los
Angeles presents the Gospel.

People listen to the music at Hear His Voice. Many came intending only to enjoy
a nearby concert but instead also attended the outreach and heard the Gospel.
to join the effort, and about 20 fellowships
labored together to host the event. The
believers’ theme came from Hebrews 4:7b:

“Today, if you will hear His voice,
do not harden your hearts.”
The 2009 festival included speakers, five
bands, a rock climbing wall, a puppet show,
and inflatable games. Corporate sponsors
helped, and the cost surpassed $80,000.
Pastor Gabriel De Alba of CC Glendale, CA,
estimated that 3,000 people attended and
that nearly 50 gave their lives to Christ. The
believers were delighted. They resolved, however, to see that in the future, if God allowed,
HHV would reach even more unbelievers.

Seizing Opportunity

Jack Jimenez talks with a boy who gave
his life to the Lord at the event’s Kids
Stage. Jack shared what it means to
have a relationship with Jesus.

The venue had required last-minute security measures that raised Hear His Voice
2009’s price tag by an unexpected $8,000,
so the planning team determinedly took
the following year to pay the last bill—and
brainstorm the 2011 event (choosing not to
hold one in 2010). After observing that the
Staples Center across the street from Nokia
Plaza holds 20,000, the group intentionally
booked the plaza for a day on which popular singer Sade would perform at the Staples
Center. Her concert sold out in four hours.
The believers hoped that many concertgoers might come over to the outreach.
“What’s going on over there?” people lining
up for the concert asked a security guard on
August 20, 2011, the day of the festival.
“I don’t know. They’re talking about Jesus
and giving away free stuff,” replied the man.
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Believer Ron Rose, left, gives a Bible tract and a balloon sword to a mother and son at Hear His Voice 2011. Nearly 8,000 people attended.

He then escorted the group over to Hear His
Voice, where believers gave them free Bibles.
At 2:00 p.m., a few hundred people were
milling about. By 4:00, several thousand
were present—as people lining up for the
Sade concert walked over to the festival.
Nine bands played throughout the day, and
skateboarding and basketball competitions
were added to previous years’ activities.
David estimated that more than 8,000 people attended. The team gave away 300 Bibles,
and volunteers walked throughout the
crowd sharing the Gospel. From the stage,
David and three other pastors preached
messages that also reached the multitudes in
line for the Sade concert.
Though tired from working nights, 25-yearold Daniel Loaiza was willing to take his
date to HHV, at her request. He had not previously given much thought to a Creator, but

while hearing a pastor speak about the vastness of God’s universe, Daniel became convicted that it was true. He walked forward
at the event and accepted Jesus as his Savior.

Future Hope

David hopes that Hear His Voice will one
day expand to fill 56,000-seat Dodger
Stadium. “For that to happen,” he said, “multitudes of believers must labor together—
not sit back and watch a few do so.” He
concluded, “Peter got to walk on water;
everyone else just sat in the boat. God richly
rewards those who serve Him with faith.”

CC South Los Angeles, CA

www.ccsola.org
davidt@ccsola.org
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The Scott Cunningham Band from CC Costa Mesa, CA, leads the crowd in worship.

