




throne and the rainbow were in the same 
order of appearance as the colors of the 
Hungarian flag: red, white, and green. 

Bodi prayed, “Thank You that Your rain-
bow shows us Your faithfulness. Thank You 
that You remain ever so faithful to Your 
Word and to us. Jesus, please help all of 
the Calvary Chapels in Hungary to remain 
in Your Spirit and in Your grace. Bless our 
brothers and sisters around the world who 
are celebrating with us today. Bless this 
world so everyone would come to know You, 
and fill us with Your Holy Spirit so we can 
make disciples of all the nations.” 

Calvary Ministries  
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new generation of Hungarian pastors and 
leaders to take the Gospel across the country.”

Jani Nemeth is one of 
the new generation of 
Hungarian CC pastors and 
was asked to speak at the 
celebration. Greg had min-
istered to him in the 1990s 
when Jani was a teen skate-
boarder who heard Greg 
teach in the park. Jani said, 

“I always listened to the missionaries from a 
distance, but as I did, the Lord began to work 
in my heart.” Later Jani became the church’s 
worship leader and assistant pastor, then 
he became the senior pastor before feeling 
called to plant another church in the town of 
Tatabanya. Jani has since passed that work on 
to his assistant pastor and is teaching at the 
Bible college, seeking to give others a passion 
for church planting. He is also assisting Phil 
oversee different ministries around the coun-
try. Out of the two dozen CC churches, most 
pastors and church leaders are Hungarian.  

Pastor Zsolt Bodogan, 
“Bodi,” was another national 
who spoke at the event. A 
Calvary pastor in the city 
of Debrecen for nearly 12 
years, Bodi had become 
senior pastor shortly after 
graduating from medical 
school. His fellow gradu-
ates had been shocked that 

he turned down a lucrative future as a doc-
tor, especially with his high grade standing. 
Before beginning to pray to close the day’s 
celebration, Bodi shared that he was recently 
encouraged for the nation while studying 
the book of Revelation (4:3). He noticed that 
the precious stones (jasper, sardius, emerald) 
described by the apostle John around the 

to the individual and no credence to 
Christianity. She said, “The teens desired the 
joy they saw in the lives of the missionar-
ies.” The number of people attending soon 
grew to over 150, and the town’s cultural 
house was rented. Isabella learned English 
and was the first Hungarian to attend the CC 
School of Discipleship at the church’s retreat 
center in Austria. Isabella said that she will 
always be grateful that the Lord sent the first 
Calvary Chapel missionaries to Hungary, 
Greg Opean and Rod Thompson, to her 
hometown of Baja. Paul Lange eventually 
took their place. Isabella currently translates 
at the Calvary Chapel Bible College Europe 
in Vajta. 

SINGING PRAISES TO THE LORD
Calvary Gospel Choir, begun in 2002 by Director 
Mark Zeeman, has performed in Italy, Serbia, 
Poland, Romania, as well as across Hungary. The 
choir’s outreach concerts are heralded by and have 
become a bridge to the Hungarian community. 
There are no auditions and it is open to anyone 
desiring to join. 

Mark, a missionary to Hungary but originally 
from South Africa, is a pianist and previously 
worked as a worship leader/choir director at a 
church in Arizona. The Gospel choir, an out-
reach of Calvary Chapel Budapest, has grown to 
more than 150 people and is accompanied by a 
five-piece professional band with a three-piece 
brass section. The choir has also been an effective 
tool in sharing the Gospel message to those who 
would not normally attend a church service but 
would go to hear a concert. 
www.golgotagospel.hu

And He has made from one blood 
every nation of men to dwell on all 
the face of the earth, and has deter-
mined their preappointed times and 
the boundaries of their dwellings.” 	
	 Acts 17:26

Starting the Work
After beginning fellowships in Baja, Szeged, 
and Esztergom, Greg Opean felt called 
to start a new work in the capital city of 
Budapest. That church eventually grew from 
the ten attendees of the initial service to a 
congregation of several thousand in which 
many university students heard the Gospel 
presented for the first time. 

The church moved into a historical theater 
in the city center. Greg was also instrumen-
tal in the purchase by CC Costa Mesa, CA, 
of another historical property two hours 
south of Budapest where CC Bible College 

Europe is currently located. Hundreds have 
graduated and serve in European ministries.

Several years ago, after 15 years as a mis-
sionary pastor, Greg sensed that the Lord 
was sending him and his family back to 
America. Greg sent a video message for the 
20-year celebration. Now an assistant pastor 
at the Packinghouse (formerly CC Redlands, 
CA), Greg shared the great joy he experi-
ences when hearing of what is going on in 
the nation. 

Greg said, “As I watch from afar, I thank 
God every day for the sweet memories. 
The Lord is using Phil Metzger and the 
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Director Mark Zeeman encourages the choir, 
which has performed in several countries.

Songs of joy flow from Calvary Gospel Choir in both Hungarian and English.

Phil thanks Judit Egyed, the Hungarian government representative, for attending.  
Albert Pataky, governing pastor of the Hungarian Pentecostal Church, looks on. 

Hungarians greet one another. 
There are over two dozen Calvary Chapel ministries in Hungary, four in Budapest. 
CC Bible College Europe is located in Vajta, about two hours south of the capital. 
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