Calvary Chapel-endorsed Chaplains Equip Servicemen and Women Spiritually

Chaplains

Bearing the Presence of Christ
Jason prays at a monthly men’s fellowship breakfast.
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A young Marine sped down dark California
roads, fueled by alcohol and despair. He
had joined the Marine Corps for a sense of
belonging, hoping to fill the void inside him,
but it had not worked. Feelings of futility and
emptiness had prompted him to go “UA”—
Unauthorized Absence. Unable to face the
future or the consequences of returning, he
intended to crash his car
and end his life. Suddenly,
blue lights flashed behind
him. A police officer had
noticed his erratic driving. Discovering that the
man was UA, the officer
returned him to the office
Chaplain
of U.S. Navy Chaplain Jason
Jason Owen Owen at his base, 29 Palms.
The Marine poured out his story to Jason,
from the Christian background he had abandoned to his sense of failure. Now he would
also bear the shame of losing a service stripe.
Jason sensed that—as with almost everyone
he had served—the man needed hope. Not
the kind offered by rank or position, but the
solid hope found in Jesus. Jason read to him:

“And we know that all things work
together for good to those who
love God, to those who are the
called according to His purpose.
For whom He foreknew, He also
predestined to be conformed to the
image of His Son.” Romans 8:28-29a
“Remember, God is in charge of all this,”
Jason asserted. “He’s using even the things
we call evil for good. But ‘good’ doesn’t
mean things work out the way we want—it
means He uses things to make you more
like Jesus, the most perfect Man who ever
lived. The more you are like Jesus, the more
at peace you are with yourself and with God,
and the more confidence and joy you have.
That’s abundant life.” Rather than playing ‘Bible roulette’—reading whatever passage he randomly flipped open to—Jason
encouraged him to study verse by verse.
After the men prayed, the Marine told Jason,
“You’re right—I’ve been running from God
for a long time, but He’s using even this DUI
and losing a stripe to bring me back to Him.”

LTJG Jason Owen, U.S. Navy Chaplain, right, visits with a Marine family prior to a chapel service. “It’s incarnational ministry,” quipped Jason about being a Navy sailor ministering
to Marines. “Embrace their culture; they’ll listen to you.” Jason and other CC-endorsed chaplains provide solid scriptural guidance to the military at home and abroad.

Jason preaches verse by verse from the Book of Romans during a service at the
Marine base of 29 Palms, CA. The expository-style service began five years ago.
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Later, Jason reflected, “One great thing
about the USMC is that it teaches life is
about serving something bigger. When a
Marine realizes he’s serving something bigger than the Corps, God uses the standards
instilled by it to hold his feet to the fire of

what’s right and wrong.” Jason and other
Calvary Chapel-endorsed chaplains in all
branches of the U.S. military are often the
catalyst for such realizations. Their familiarity with military culture and ability to speak
God’s Word clearly and openly enable them

to equip military personnel for the battles
they face—physically and spiritually.
“Just as the military strategically prepares
people for challenges they will face in the
line of duty, chaplains come alongside

people to prepare them spiritually,”
explained Roger Wing, director of Calvary
Chapel Outreach Fellowships (CCOF) and
head of CC’s chaplaincy program. “We
see chaplains as senior pastors with more
mobile congregations; they need the same
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Chaplains

A Marine shows Dennis how helicopter engines turn the blades. Dennis frequently
visits each of the 11 squadrons under his care in order to ensure Marines know he
is available and to build relationships before crises occur. Photo by Sgt. Deanne Hagstrom

Bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.
2 Corinthians 10:5b

Chaplain Dennis Wheeler, left, and his teammates head onto the field for the 2011 paintball tournament at Camp Pendleton, CA. Dennis searches out ways to interact with Marines
informally in order to build relationships and make himself more approachable. Photo by Steve Shambeck
training and experience.” In addition to
CC’s requirements, the U.S. Department
of Defense requires chaplains to have a
Master’s of Divinity. CCOF guides applicants through the stringent process. To date,
there are 15 CC-endorsed military chaplains. Roger stressed, “The chaplain’s role is
of extreme eternal significance—he may be
the last contact these men and women have
before the Lord calls them home.”

Honored Institution

Dennis shares strategic advice with a few Marines before the competition begins.
Several hundred Marines participated in the annual event. Photo by Steve Shambeck
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“I love Marines,” Jason stated. Having served
for almost two decades, he has long considered the Navy and Marine Corps his mission
field. Early on, he developed an appreciation
for chaplains and friendships with several.
For 15 years, the idea of becoming one surfaced frequently in his thoughts and others’
counsel. When the pastor of CC Ridgecrest,
CA, suggested it in 2005, Jason and his wife
decided to pursue the concept in earnest.

Commissioned in 2010, Jason is a Navy
chaplain on the Marine base 29 Palms. As
a department of the Navy, the Marine
Corps is served by Navy chaplains. Jason
is involved with the local detachment of
Wounded Warriors and counsels many with
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD)—
some of whom have never been deployed.
“The road for Marines is hard, even before
reaching combat,” he commented. “They
have to be tough; they can’t communicate
any weaknesses. I get to provide a safe place,
to tell them, ‘You’re a warrior, but you still
feel.’” In counseling, Jason uses the illustration of a “train of thought” to help Marines
work through difficult issues in their marriages and personal lives: “Truth is the
engine, the middle car is faith, and the
caboose is our feelings,” he explained. “If
we set our hope on what’s true—specifically,
on what God says—and take every thought
captive, sooner or later feelings will follow.”

Jason said that spiritual warfare is prevalent
in the military, much of which he believes is
due to addictions to pornography and alcohol. He faced similar issues before becoming
a Christian, and he now takes this part of
his job extremely seriously.
Every Sunday, Jason leads a Bible-teaching
service of a style modeled years ago by Dave
Starkey, CC’s endorsing agent (an individual
who helps prepare chaplaincy candidates to
serve) during Dave’s chaplaincy at 29 Palms.
Today at the service, Jason’s verse-by-verse
teaching is heard by more than 200 people
per week. The greatest privilege, he says, is
not what he does but Whom he represents:
“Wherever I go with the cross on my collar, people remember that God is there.
Civilians see pastors on weekends. We get to
be the pastors who go to work with you.”

Doors Open

Chaplain Dennis Wheeler received Christ
at one of Greg Laurie’s Monday night services at CC Costa Mesa, CA, in 1992, but for
years he struggled to replace the party lifestyle he had developed during active Marine
duty with his new life in Christ. He found
himself doing well when stationed where he
could be involved in a Calvary Chapel, but
backsliding when he moved away. Finally
he told God, “I’m done living my way—I’m
turning it over to You.” Hoping to encourage Marines like himself, Dennis repeatedly
approached chaplains about starting Bible
studies. But the men always seemed to be at
the end or beginning of their rotations, and
the study never started. He recalled, “I was
very frustrated; I thought about all the times
I had needed to talk to a chaplain but didn’t
even know who he was. I felt God challenge
me: ‘Do you think you could do it better?
Then go do it.’”
When Dennis’ 10-year commitment ended,
he took a risk by declining opportunity to

“We see chaplains as senior pastors with
more mobile congregations; they need the same
training and experience.”
Pastor Roger Wing, director of CC Outreach Fellowships
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On the flight line, where aircraft are serviced, Dennis talks with two gunnery sergeants about the impact of their
involvement in the lives of the Marines they lead. Because Dennis realizes that not everyone will visit his office to discuss
important issues, he visits them in their place of work. Photo by Sgt. Deanne Hagstrom
retire—despite knowing that after he spent
years pursuing chaplaincy, the Navy could
reject his application. Once he had stepped
out in faith, doors opened and obstacles fell
away. His father introduced him to a chaplain who mentored him, he met and married
his wife, and through background experience and testing out he completed what was
expected to be an eight-year process in only
five. In 2002, Dennis’ chaplaincy became
official. Now serving at Camp Pendleton,
CA, he endeavors to find creative solutions
to challenges his own chaplains faced. “My
biggest problem is that I’m unable to divide
myself into three people,” he joked. “The
Lord has blessed me with 4,500 kids, ages 18
to 48.” He said that forging relationships is
the precursor to ministry, but the transient
nature of Marines—and their chaplains—
makes it difficult to stay connected through
the years or to see long-term results.
Dennis perseveres by making contact with
Marines in their natural environments
whenever possible, even when it means
being exposed to language and atmospheres
he doesn’t enjoy. “In order for Marines to
accept what you’re saying, they have to know
you’re real,” he explained. “You can’t sit in an
office. As ambassadors of Christ, we are to
act as He acted. And Jesus hung around with
sinners.” Often those who started off hoping to shock him end up in his office, their
respect for him resulting in trust.
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The most frequent issues he encounters are
endangered marriages and alcoholism. In
response, he has started monthly Building A
Better Marriage classes. All Marines intending to have Dennis perform their wedding
services are required to attend, but many
married couples come voluntarily. Though
PTSD often sparks marital issues, Dennis
has found positive communication goes a
long way to restoring marital health. He has
also given new connotations to the acronym
‘DUI’ by sending out emails each morning
titled, ‘Daily Under the Influence’—a word
play he employs to share about the effects
of a life lived according to the Holy Spirit’s
influence. Though the messages go out to
many who might not welcome the spiritual
truths they offer in another format, he has
received overwhelmingly positive responses.
In all things, Dennis seeks to rely closely
on the Holy Spirit. “My prayer every day is,
‘Lord, give me discernment,’” he said. Once,
after multiple sessions ministering to a
female Marine, her non-Christian companion began asking questions about their conversations. As Dennis turned his attention
toward the man’s questions, he experienced
for the first time what it meant to have a
word of knowledge from the Holy Spirit. He
found himself answering the questions in a
deeper way than they were being asked, and
then, to everyone’s surprise, he felt tears
streaming down his face.

Startled, the man, also a Marine, asked
Dennis, “Why are you crying?”
Looking at the spiritual struggle in the
man’s face, Dennis answered, “Because I
can tell that this is affecting you—isn’t it?” A
little shakily, the Marine agreed. “I need you
to know,” Dennis continued, “that these are
not my words. I am receiving these words
from the Holy Spirit.”
“I’ve never heard anything like this before,”
the Marine remarked.
“Neither have I!” declared Dennis. “My
friend, I feel that God’s Holy Spirit is
prompting me—are you ready to receive
Jesus as your Lord and Savior?”
“I am!” said the man. “Because of what
you’ve said today, I believe that God exists.”
There in Dennis’ office, the Marine asked
Jesus Christ to take charge of his life. Dennis
concluded, “Those are the moments I am
here for—to see marriages restored and lives
reconciled to Jesus.”

Calvary Chapel
Outreach Fellowships

www.ccofministry.org
ccof@calvarychapel.com
714-540-4155

