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Worshipers exit after one of the church’s three Sunday services. Overhead appear
CCCV’s four emphases: God’s Word, worship, fellowship (“withness”), and witness.

Lines of orange cones formed six neat rows,
or bays, in CC Chino Valley’s parking lot. A
few dozen men had gathered: Many wore
grease-stained shirts as they worked busily on vehicles; others laughed and chatted.
It was the church’s quarterly oil change day,
on which Men’s Ministry members change
single mothers’ automobile oil for free. The
women sign up in advance for a time slot,
and the men strive to complete the job in a
half hour. Meanwhile, the moms are served
coffee and donuts inside a large tent. There
other women, primarily wives of the men
changing oil, talk and pray with them. The
oil change ministry has existed since 1996.

Pastor David Rosales, left, of Calvary Chapel Chino Valley (CCCV), dedicates Kamilah Belle Quezada, daughter of Manuel and Martha Quezada, right, to the Lord. As the Southern
California church continues growing, it strives to retain the same sense of intimacy, service, and dependence on God it had when it was comprised of only 60 people.
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Calvary Chapel Chino Valley (CCCV) in
Southern California serves its believers and
their community through more than 40
ministries and 57 home groups. “We’re a
family,” said Pastor David Rosales, who with
his wife Marie began the fellowship in a relative’s home in 1981. “It’s a loving, serviceoriented group of people.” Four emphases,
or “pillars,” are painted in the church’s foyer:
Word, Worship, “Withness” (fellowship),
and Witness. While David is teaching, the
phrase “We would see Jesus” (John 12:21b,
KJV) is projected overhead—“to remind the
church that they are a congregation, not an
audience,” he explained.

Robert Rosalez, left, a member of CCCV’s prayer team, prays with one of the men of
the fellowship. Ministry leaders are available for prayer after each worship service.
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Sunday school teacher Manuel Jauregui helps a boy find a Bible
passage. The children’s ministry emphasizes personal mentoring.

Men with a Mind to Serve

The oil change day began, recalled Men’s
Ministry leader and truck driver Marco
Miranda, “When some of us who lead men’s
small groups were brainstorming about how
to teach guys to serve. Someone brought up
James 1:27a—‘Pure and undefiled religion
before God and the Father is this: to visit
orphans and widows.’ We realized that while
we don’t have many orphans or widows in
our church, we do have single moms! So
we tossed around some ideas about how to
serve them. Eventually, someone suggested
an oil change day.”
Moms are asked only to supply the oil filter specified for their car; all other supplies are provided, along with an inspection. The ministry has sometimes funded
repairs when a service need was found that
a woman couldn’t afford. The men generate
the resources through fund-raisers, which
also enable them to provide Christmas
gifts for single moms’ families and to take
the women’s sons on occasional outings to
theme parks, sports events, etc.
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A Letter in the Mail

Pastor David surrendered his life to Jesus
in 1970 at an all-day concert of Jesus People
bands. His history of drug use and rebellion
contributed to his parents’ and two sisters’
shock when, that night, he witnessed to
them. One sister gave herself to the Lord that
evening; his parents did three weeks later,
and the other sister years later. After serving 21 months in the Army, David returned
to California, enrolled at Biola University,
and began a home Bible study. His brother
Frank was saved one year later, and David
and his sister Madelyn began driving to
Ontario, CA, to teach Frank the gospel of
Matthew. Immediately, Frank began inviting friends to attend. One, Frank’s coworker
Marie, quickly came to know Jesus—and
David and Marie ultimately married.

The couple attended CC Downey, CA, for
18 months and then CC Claremont, CA,
where David became an assistant pastor in
1979. Two years later, he and Marie planted
the small church that eventually became
CCCV. The number of believers grew to
about 60 and began renting space in another

Youth prepare to lead children in worship. The church encourages teens to participate in ministry as role models for the younger kids.

church’s building; but due to theological disagreement, the host church soon informed
them that they must leave.
One afternoon shortly afterward, David lay
facedown on the floor crying and praying.
The date of departure drew near, and he
had no idea what to do; the group was too
large for a home but didn’t possess the funds
to rent any other available location. “Lord,
these are the most important people in my
life,” David prayed. “Please provide us with
a place.” The next day, he read Jesus’ words—

Most assuredly, I say to you,
unless a grain of wheat falls into
the ground and dies, it remains
alone; but if it dies, it produces
John 12:24
much grain.

David closed his eyes. “Lord, I am dead—to
my own will,” he prayed. “My desires don’t
matter; Yours do. Please do whatever You
want.” He looked up, saw the mail being
delivered, and sensed the Holy Spirit indicating that “his letter” had arrived. He found
that the top envelope was from CC Costa
Mesa, CA; inside was a note from Chuck
Smith welcoming him into the Calvary
Chapel family of churches. This reply
brought him great joy because it allowed
him to be part of the association of churches
that he felt represented the Jesus Movement
he loved so much. Soon, the church was
given an extension to meet at their current
church building for two extra months—by
the end of which they had doubled in size
and could afford to rent space in a school.
“Your letter’s in the mail,” David concluded.
“When people are struggling, I frequently

Greeter Kelly Madden welcomes a teen entering the chapel on a Sunday.
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Sunday school teacher Vennesa Alarcon, right, leads children in singing one of her class’ favorite songs, “Deep and Wide.”

tell them, ‘Your letter’s in the mail.’ You
never know what God is going to do when
and how, but He can and will take care of us.”

Training Up and Sending Out
Witnesses

College sophomore Tara Barba has attended
CCCV, along with her family, since she was
in elementary school. Her desire to walk
with God was sparked in eighth grade, Tara
remembered: “We had a purity seminar at
church. I learned there that following the
Lord is so much more than going to church
or even reading the Bible; it’s about personally knowing Him. That night I dedicated
my life to God, and I began desiring to
serve only Him.”
During the following years, Tara grew spiritually through the church’s weekly youth

group, twice-yearly retreats, and other
activities. In turn, she desired to help classmates at her local public high school to
know Jesus more intimately. She served in
the school’s Christian club for one year, after
which she sensed God leading her to begin
a Bible study for her peers. A friend helped
her acquire permission from school administration, and for two years Tara led 15-25
young women in studying and discussing
God’s Word weekly in a math classroom.
“It was beautiful seeing girls eager to spend
their lunch period hearing from the Lord,”
Tara stated. “Classmates knew where they
were going—it wasn’t a secret—but they still
wanted to do it.” Tara looked to her youth
leader at CCCV, Dustin Harrison, for guidance and mentoring as she led the study.
“He frequently prayed for us and was always
available to help me do Bible research or

“We need to be abiding in God’s presence to give
Him opportunity to convict and change us.”
Youth Pastor Dustin Harrison
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prepare study notes,” Tara recalled. Dustin’s
wife Brandi once attended and shared her
testimony; “That was neat because she had
graduated from our school,” Tara added.

Changed by God’s Presence

Today at CCCV, the church’s high school
ministry offers a monthly worship gathering called The Dwelling. Dustin explained,
“We realized that sometimes after the Bible
teaching, we accidentally send the message,
‘Get outta here!’” However, Dustin said, “We
need to be abiding in God’s presence to give
Him opportunity to convict and change us.
So at The Dwelling, I give a shorter message
than at our regular youth group meetings.
That’s followed by an extended worship session. During that time youth leaders are
available to pray with students, and we’ve
found this to work better than sending kids
straight out after the teaching.”
“One teen who’s been really impacted
is Matthew David,” Dustin continued.
Matthew was raised in the church, but his
family had stopped attending until a few
years ago. After a youth group friend invited
Matthew to return, “He came and gave his
life to the Lord,” Dustin said. “Today he’s

With Bibles open to the upcoming Sunday school lesson, third- and fourth-grade children are led in prayer by their teacher,
Carson Crucil. The fellowship emphasizes preparing youngsters spiritually by studying God’s Word.
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Before the sermon begins, the church body joins hands to pray for God’s blessing on the service.
hungry for God’s Word and serious about
loving Jesus. He brought his parents back
to church, and they’re now serving in ministry. They came to me weeping one day, so
thankful for what God has done. Matthew
is now a senior in school, and he and his
family host a weekly Bible study and fellowship for seniors in their home. He can’t
get enough of the Lord. He’s the kind who
rallies the troops—constantly asking other
kids, ‘You’re coming, right?’ to various
youth events. He wants to be a pastor and
focus on letting people know how much
Jesus loves them.”

Love and Good Works

Staff Minister Joe McTarsney, a father of
two who met his wife at CCCV, serves the
church’s families, married couples, and
middle school students. He said the driving Scripture for each of these ministries is
Hebrews 10:24-25: “And let us consider one
another in order to stir up love and good
works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some,
but exhorting one another, and so much
the more as you see the Day approaching.”
Though Joe’s father wasn’t involved in his
childhood, Christians who were determined
to obey that Scripture became so involved in
his life, Joe said, that they could exhort him
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personally as needed. For two decades, Joe
has looked to Pastor David for father-style
mentoring; and during his own 16 years on
CCCV staff, Joe has built relationships that
have led former middle school students to
ask him to perform their weddings.
“I am so privileged,” Joe said, “to serve
among loving volunteers who make the
ministries possible.” One such believer,
Ed Littell, started attending CCCV after a
coworker told him the church provided
strong family support. Then a single parent,
Ed desired to serve in children’s ministry
only temporarily; but one step of willingness led to another, and Ed eventually taught
third graders on Wednesday nights for five
years. Today, he is one of the leaders within
the children’s ministry. The children’s ministry program was already designed around
a construction theme and titled Kids Under
Konstruction when Ed became involved—
though fittingly, he is a construction worker.
“We emphasize building one’s life on Jesus,
the only ‘Sure Foundation’ in existence,” Ed
explained. “Kids Under Konstruction exists
to come alongside parents as they construct
that foundation for their kids.” While serving, he met fellow volunteer Michelle—who
is now his wife. “It is our desire to see kids
come closer to Christ,” Ed concluded.

People leave the sanctuary, right, and relax in areas designed for fellowship.

Focused Forward

CCCV’s website proclaims “Thirty years of
Ministry and looking forward,” recognizing
the church’s recent 30th anniversary celebration. Pastor David said, “We look forward
with Paul’s confidence in Philippians 4:13—
‘I can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me’—and with Peter’s boldness
in Matthew 14:29, when he walked on the
water to go to Jesus. It’s safer to walk on the
water with Jesus than to stay in the boat,
apart from Him. The world’s boat is sinking;
faith in Christ is the only remedy.”
A Sure Foundation, CCCV’s radio ministry,
is broadcast on many stations around the
U.S. Years ago, Pastor David wrote to evangelist Arthur Blessitt to encourage Arthur by
informing him that David had become saved
after hearing Arthur preach at a concert in
1970. Arthur replied that he frequently listens
to David’s teaching on the radio.

David, his wife Marie, and others praise God in prayer as they celebrate the church’s 30th anniversary. Many pastors and
friends joined in the festivities, which included a congratulatory video from Pastor Chuck Smith of CC Costa Mesa, CA.
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“It’s safer to walk on the water with Jesus than to stay in the boat,
apart from Him. ... faith in Christ is the only remedy.”
Pastor David Rosales
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