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Faith of a Child Stirs Compassion
Story by Debra Smith
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Ten-year-old exhorts congregation to donate shoes to Mexican children

Eden “Eme” Eskaros stood watching in
astonishment. Along with her mom Carol
and a team from their church, CC Old
Bridge, NJ, the 10-year-old was on a summer
2010 mission trip to Mexico. She had been
playing with other children in an impoverished village when she noticed that two local
girls, sisters, were having trouble keeping up
with the others. The reason horrified Eme:
They had only one pair of dilapidated shoes
between them. The rough ground was scattered with trash, including bottle caps and
glass, so running without shoes was not
an option. So that both could play, Carol
recounted, “One sister took off one shoe and
gave it to the barefoot one. They began hopping around on one foot, each with one shoe.”
As Eme observed the girls, Carol stated, “My
daughter changed before my eyes. She was
stunned by how something as simple as
shoes could so profoundly affect people’s
lives. She ran over and asked, ‘Mom, do we
have any shoes to give them?’” A teammate
remembered that in their vehicle, there were
exactly two pairs of donated shoes—which
fit the girls in need. Carol soon noticed
Eme contemplating God’s provision: “She
told me later, ‘Mom, God knew they needed
those shoes. He had them ready in the van.’”
Carol and her husband Mohab had been
encouraged by their pastor, Lloyd Pulley, in
their decision to involve their children in
both international missions and local ministry from a young age. “Many of us share
a vision for how families can serve together,”
Carol commented. Eme is the eldest of the
couple’s four daughters, and one parent
typically stays home with the younger ones
while the other parent travels with those old
enough on a mission trip or outreach.
The team had traveled to Mexico’s Baja
California peninsula to partner with CC Old
Bridge missionaries Steve and Kathy Yoshimi,
who serve a largely poverty-stricken people
group called the Triqui. In search of work,
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many Triqui have
migrated from their
southern Mexican
homeland to the peninsula. There the team
visited nursing homes,
shared Jesus, and built
“Eme” Eskaros
furniture for families.
It was on a furniture
delivery trip to a rural Triqui community
that Eme observed the sisters sharing shoes.

A Vision Is Caught

Once travel plans were made for a team to
return to Mexico the following summer,
Eme asked Carol to help her draft a letter.
Praying that God would provide 100 pairs,
she sent a request for footwear donations
for the Triqui to 50 local shoe stores. But no
response came for nearly two weeks—weeks
that likely felt longer in 10-year-old time.

While waiting, Eme stated, “My dad kept
saying, ‘Eme, God says not to give up. We
must persevere in prayer.’ Each night after
family devotions,” she continued, “Mom and
Dad prayed God would supply the shoes.”
She drew encouragement from a memory of
God’s provision: “One time, I prayed for two
years that some family friends would have a
baby, and they eventually did.”
So she kept praying. One day while Eme was
playing in the family’s backyard with friends,
Carol stepped outside and informed her
that a Payless Shoe Source store manager
had called. The woman and a staff member
had decided to give shoes personally, using
their own money, as company policy disallowed store donations. “They had 43 pairs
for us to come pick up,” Carol explained.
“Eme started screaming and running around,
high-fiving her friends and sisters. She was
ecstatic to be at almost half the goal already.”
After hearing about Eme’s 100-shoe project,
Pastor Lloyd invited her to address CC Old
Bridge’s congregation of several thousand. “I

A mission team from CC Old Bridge, NJ, plays with children in a migrant camp in Baja California, Mexico. After noting in 2010 that many Mexican youngsters lacked footwear,
10-year-old team member “Eme” Eskaros returned to New Jersey, raised awareness, and brought back more than 1,300 pairs of donated shoes in 2011.
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Local children and team members walk along a Mexican road. Rough streets can
contain broken glass and other debris that make going without shoes dangerous.

A Continuing Flow of Compassion

Eme paints the nails of Elvira, a Mexican nursing home patient. After the trip, CC Old Bridge began a ministry focused on equipping parents to teach children to care for others.
thought, Our church has to hear this,” Lloyd
recalled. “I wanted them to pray and be
inspired by her example. Her concern for
others and willingness to labor on their
behalf demonstrate the definition of being
Jesus’ disciple: taking up the cross and following. The irony is, the more we give our
lives away, the more we find them. Losing
our lives to Jesus is the only way we can
make a difference in this crumbling world.”

Spanish-speaking team members wrote
out Bible verses and messages about Jesus,
which neighborhood friends printed on fabric tags and tied to each pair. Eme explained,
“The whole point was to bless people by giving them something that would not only
heal their feet, but that would open the door
for God to heal their hearts. We wanted to
show, through caring for them, that God
cares for them; He hasn’t forgotten them.”

In early July 2011, reaching the microphone
by standing on a stool, Eme spoke during
each of the church’s four weekend services.
She vividly recounted watching the sisters
share a single pair of shoes, described the
Payless employees’ response, and playfully
challenged the believers “not to be outdone
by a shoe store”—a quip that was met with
approving laughter. Within weeks, more
than 1,300 pairs had been donated. Eme
said, “I asked God for 100 pairs, and He
gave so abundantly, as my mom always says:”

Eme’s project attracted the attention of NBC
and other media—inviting multiple TV,
radio, and newsprint stories and appearances. Because Carol and Mohab hope to
see compassionate, others-centered behavior become more common among children,
they recently started Training Children To
Care (TCTC). A monthly educational group
that is an outreach of CC Old Bridge, TCTC
shares biblical principles and practical ideas
intended to help parents teach their children to love and serve others. “We have an
opportunity to bring up a different kind
of generation,” Carol said. “We need to get
them involved.” The lifestyle people adopt
as children, whether selfish or caring, will
continue into adulthood, she explained.

“Give, and it will be given to you:
good measure, pressed down,
shaken together, and running
Jesus, Luke 6:38a
over.”
50

Hands and Feet of Jesus

A team departed for Mexico in late July 2011
to build more furniture, visit nursing homes
and orphanages, and distribute shoes. Many
pairs went to children in a migrant camp, a
temporary community where parents labor
in seasonal produce fields before moving on
in search of other work. Eme recalled, “When
one girl realized her shoes were the light-up
kind, her face lit up too! I’ve never seen a kid
so excited about light-up shoes.” When the
team visited and gave shoes to a family of
six children whose father had passed away, “I
can’t tell you how happy they were,” Eme said.
“They seemed to understand that God cares
about their hurts. What a great way to share
the Gospel!” Some missionaries later told the
team that several orphans under their care
insisted on sleeping in their new shoes.
Throughout the media flurry back home
both before and after delivering the shoes,
Eme counted on her parents and 8-year-old
sister, Asia Grace, for prayer support and
encouragement. “Each time I was nervous
beforehand,” Eme stated. “But then after we
prayed and the interview started, I’d feel fine.
I kept thinking about my favorite verse:”

Whenever I am afraid, I will trust
Psalm 56:3
in You.
After asking the Yoshimis what else could
bring long-term hope and benefit to Triqui
communities, Eme and her parents have
begun raising funds to send a teacher to
instruct children in reading, writing, and
arithmetic for one year. Carol explained,
“Since most Triqui are born at home, they
don’t have birth certificates and therefore
aren’t admitted into local schools. Poverty
thus becomes a generational cycle because
they aren’t educated and can’t do skilled
work.” Eme and Asia Grace contribute a
portion of the money they earn doing odd
jobs or receive as gifts to the fund, and
they are praying about what other sources
of revenue to consider. “Through this all,”
Eme said, “My prayer life has become so
much bigger. I want to be like David, who
always kept blessing God and praying—
through easy and hard times. Prayer is one
of our biggest weapons against the devil. He
doesn’t rest; he wants to ensnare us, but God
is on our side—and with Him, we’re invincible. There’s no way the devil can stop us if

While most of the 1,300 pairs of donated shoes were from the CC Old Bridge (CCOB)
congregation, many people read about the project online and shipped shoes from
other parts of the country, including Upstate New York and Kansas. Later impact: An
elderly woman gave 50 pairs of Reeboks after reading the story in a newspaper • The
host of the NBC show that interviewed Eme donated $500 worth of shoes • Payless
Shoe Source was overwhelmed by the positive response and promoted the manager
who donated many of the original 43 pairs. The same manager recently donated an
additional 25 pairs • CCOB was one of a few organizations selected to participate in
the company’s Payless Gives program, whereby the church received $3,000 worth of
Payless coupons for New Jersey residents • Eme was invited to share her testimony with
a local girl scout troop • A New Jersey church decided to support struggling churches
in Egypt, stating, “If a little girl could do that for Mexico, we can help Egypt.”

“If you want to help others, God is your guide.
All you have to do is pray and not give up.”
Eme Eskaros

we’re asking God for direction and strength.
… If you want to help others, God is your
guide,” Eme concluded. “All you have to do
is pray and not give up.”
Parents can access audio files of the monthly
Training Children To Care meetings by
searching for “TCTC” on the church’s website.

CC Old Bridge, NJ

www.ccob.org
carol@ccob.org
732-679-9222

Tanesha Gladstone, a Canadian
missionary to Mexico who worked
alongside the team, fits a boy for shoes.
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