Churches Helping Churches
CC High Desert, CA, and CC Nairobi, Kenya, partner to help new
church plants in Kenya and the Democratic Republic of the Congo
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Asukulu Ibrahimu Celestin’s words rang
out with confidence, despite the variety of
emotions raging in his heart as he preached.
Asukulu was silently asking God for strength
to persevere through this challenge. He
was back in his home village of Baraka,
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DR
Congo), teaching God’s Word—in a building
next door to the site of his childhood home,
where his mother had
been murdered. Years after
fleeing Baraka during the
tribal raid in which she
was killed and the home
burned down, Asukulu
had sensed God sending
him back to his own warAsukulu
torn nation. His presence
Ibrahimu
among them that day in
Celestin
2010 was a result of his

intervening years of preparation at CC Bible
College Nairobi, Kenya. Having recently
graduated, he had returned to plant a church.
Asukulu was being supported in prayer and
with the physical presence of several men
he respected—CC Nairobi’s Pastor David
Zavala, Assistant Pastor Arie Ramirez, and
Missions Pastor Brian DuPont of Calvary
Chapel High Desert (CCHD) in Hesperia,
CA. This past summer, 2011, the three men
returned with several others from CCHD.
Desiring to encourage and equip their fellow brothers and sisters in Christ, the team
conducted a church leadership conference
and VBS in Baraka. The believers ministered in the DR Congo (formerly Zaire),
Africa’s second-largest nation, alongside
Pastor Asukulu and leaders from Calvary
Fellowship Mombasa, Kenya.

With a translator, Missions Pastor
Brian DuPont of CC High Desert, CA,
preaches in Mombasa, Kenya.

Nearly 30 people committed to follow Christ at a street outreach in Baraka, Democratic Republic of the Congo (DR Congo). An
American and a Kenyan CC have come alongside Pastor Asukulu Ibrahimu Celestin, who returned to Baraka to start a church.
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Assistant Pastor Arie Ramirez of CC Nairobi, Kenya, cradles an infant during a home visit in Baraka, DR Congo. Arie was part of a
team of believers from Kenya and the U.S. who traveled to minister with the church Asukulu began in his hometown of Baraka.
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Brian, who has led several CCHD teams to
southeastern Africa, met Asukulu in 2008 in
Nairobi. Brian remembered, “While doing
some home visits, we heard about the tribal
conflicts in the DR Congo. The plight of
the Congolese people burdened my heart.”
Despite the signing of peace accords in 2003,
the Second Congo War has endured since
1998. Frequently termed “the Great War of

Africa,” it has involved 20 armed groups
and has destroyed infrastructure, crops,
and wells. The resultant malaria, diarrhea,
and malnutrition, in addition to horrific
violence against civilians, have made it the
deadliest conflict since World War II.
Among those who had escaped, Asukulu’s
wife and nine children were then staying at
a refugee camp in the neighboring nation
of Tanzania. Asukulu, meanwhile, had

temporarily relocated to Kenya to learn more
of God’s Word at CC Nairobi’s Bible college.
When Asukulu first came to Nairobi, recalled
Pastor David, “He had already begun translating Matthew into his people’s language.
We had a Bible translation expert from SIL
International (an affiliate of Wycliffe Bible
Translators) inspect it, and he said Asukulu
was doing excellent work. Then throughout
his two years of study here, he finished Mark
and Luke as well.”

DR Congo and Kenya

From the Ashes,
a Dream is Born

The next time Brian traveled to Kenya, he
learned of Asukulu’s desire to return to his
village and teach God’s Word. Upon seeing the passion and commitment that the
translation project demonstrated, Brian
commented, CCHD started supporting him
financially on his journey through Bible college. Then in early 2010, when Brian, David,
and Arie accompanied Asukulu back to
Baraka, David remembered, “It was so neat
to see him in his element. He’d been waiting and wanting to go for so long, and his
vision had finally become a reality.” After
the group spent five days with Asukulu as
he re-introduced himself to his community,
he stayed on and planted a church that is
being supported by CCHD. Asukulu’s family then joined him later in 2010. He and
his wife have since had one more child and
taken in two children of deceased relatives,
one of whom has since passed away.

CC Nairobi Pastor David Zavala, center, and CF Mombasa Pastor Benedictor Amai
baptize a new believer in Mombasa, a largely Muslim port city on the Indian Ocean.

Believers from Calvary Fellowship Mombasa fit a man for donated glasses at a vision clinic in Kibera, a Nairobi slum.
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A leader from CC Nairobi explains biblical concepts to the youngest group who accepted Jesus at the “Freedom in Christ”
outreach. The event was held in Nairobi during the summer of 2011.
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DR Congo and Kenya

Brian prays for a boy with an unknown illness. The team was visiting church
members in the remote area around Baraka, where they know of no doctors.

For Asukulu, David said, “It’s extremely
encouraging to have us come in person. He
gets to bounce Bible questions and ideas off
Brian and me, which he loves doing. And
the presence of a whole team there praying,
who have worked hard to raise the funding
to come, helps him and his family feel not
so alone. He has really caught the vision of
equipping God’s people for service, so we
want to come alongside and help him in that.”

And He Himself gave some to be
apostles, some prophets, some
evangelists, and some pastors and
teachers, for the equipping of the
saints for the work of ministry, for
the edifying of the body of Christ.
Ephesians 4:11-12

Encouraging God’s Workers

Rebecca Veloz had previously taken other
mission trips, but 2011 was her first visit to
the African continent. She wanted to help
the team partner with Asukulu by encouraging him and praying for him. “I was
astounded at the people’s hunger for God’s
Word,” Rebecca said. “About 300 Congolese
believers came to the conference to learn to
study the Bible inductively, get to know Jesus
better, and hear CCHD pastors teach about
the gifts of the Holy Spirit.” Since Jehovah’s
Witness teachings and other cultic beliefs
had proliferated in Baraka before Pastor
Asukulu came, “It was exciting to see truth
proclaimed in a place where false teaching
had once abounded,” Rebecca remarked.
32

A child in Baraka thanks 17-year-old Christian Flores of CCHD with a hug after tea
and bread is distributed during VBS.

Till we all come to the unity of the
faith and of the knowledge of the
Son of God, to a perfect man, to the
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; that we should no
longer be children, tossed to and fro
and carried about with every wind
of doctrine, by the trickery of men,
in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, but, speaking the truth
in love, may grow up in all things
into Him who is the head—Christ.
Ephesians 4:13-15

Seventeen-year-old Christian Flores from
CCHD was impacted by the local people’s
struggle just to attend church. “It’s difficult
for many people to get from their own village to one that has a church,” Christian
explained. “They have to walk everywhere.
So it was great that we could pray for and
encourage people through home visits.”
Christian was also challenged by the courage
Asukulu demonstrated by returning to teach
next door to where his mother had been
murdered. “He doesn’t let that ruin God’s
work,” Christian remarked. “He hears the
calling of God to teach people, and he obeys.”
Christian was particularly impacted by the
testimony of a CC Baraka believer whom
the team met on a home visit. The man had
come to know Christ primarily through the
influence of music, Christian explained:
“As a child, he overheard some people singing Christian hymns. As he listened to the

During a three-day Vacation Bible School,
Chapel High Desert (CCHD) work together
words, they really pulled at his heart.” The
boy soon began following Christ, and he
was subsequently kicked out of his Muslim
family’s home. A local believing family,
however, extended God’s adoptive love to
him and brought him up as a son. The man
has faced other persecution since, but he
continues to serve the Lord.

Having predestined us to adoption
as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself,
according to the good pleasure of
Ephesians 1:5
His will.
Isabel Hill, another team member, said she
saw God work in the life of someone she

a translator and Rebecca Veloz of Calvary
to teach children about God’s creation.
met on a van ride in Mombasa. As they
talked, Isabel learned that the man, who
was the driver’s assistant, was part of the
Rastafarian movement—a religious way
of life that typically includes the smoking
of hallucinogens. Isabel was shocked and
delighted when the man said very directly,
shortly after she began sharing the Gospel
of Christ, “I want to be saved.”
Isabel remarked, “That was just amazing. I
didn’t even get a chance to ask him; he just
said, ‘I want to be saved.’” Isabel went on to
explain that he didn’t have to go to a church
to accept Jesus: “You don’t have to wait. God
says today is the day of salvation. … If you
know you want to be saved, you can right

People who walked forward to pray to receive Christ as Savior and Lord listen as
Asukulu translates for Brian in Baraka.
now!” The man then bowed his head in the
taxi and prayed, confessing faith in Jesus
as Lord and Savior. Isabel then told him he
didn’t need to smoke marijuana anymore,
and he threw the bag he had with him out
the window and yelled, “I’m saved!”
Pastor Brian and several team members
said they were encouraged to see the Gospel
of Jesus Christ bringing healing in a wartorn nation. The team sought to inspire the
Congolese people to trust God’s words from
Romans 8:31b, “If God is for us, who can be
against us?”
Brian plans to return, with another team, to
the Democratic Republic of the Congo in June.
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The DR Congo, in Central Africa, is the
continent’s second-largest nation.
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