OUTPOURING

Power of the Holy Spirit at the East Coast
Pastors and Leaders Conference

Story and photos by Tom Price

“I was broken,” remarked Pastor Harry
Pressley of Calvary Chapel Bellmawr, NJ, to
his congregation. Harry had just returned
home from the East
Coast Pastors Conference
(ECPC). Rather than presenting the normal Bible
teaching he had prepared
for that evening’s midweek
service, Harry shared how
Pastor Harry he sensed Jesus Christ had
moved in his life through
Pressley

the event. “When we were invited to walk
forward on the last night of the conference,
I felt that I needed to go up to the front and
hear from the Almighty God. I knew that
the Holy Spirit had pricked my heart and I
needed a fresh filling from the Lord for me
and the entire congregation.”

Then the churches … had peace
and were edified. And walking
in the fear of the Lord and in the

comfort of the Holy Spirit, they
Acts 9:31
were multiplied.
Harry assured his church crowd the night he
returned that he will always teach through
the Bible, as the Lord honors His Word above
all else (Psalm 138:2). But he also exhorted
them to become even more a church of
prayer—to cry out for the Lord’s presence as
they sought Him. What happened next at CC
Bellmawr was memorable, Harry said.

Pastor Chuck Smith of CC Costa Mesa, CA, receives a standing ovation at the annual East Coast Pastors and Leaders Conference in
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Friends pray together between
teaching sessions. The conference
is hosted by CC Philadelphia, PA.

CC Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Pastor Seige
Poteau, left, and CC Santa Barbara,
CA, Pastor David Guzik pray together.

Men from CC Cary, NC, welcome
Pastor Chuck to the event. Many were
delighted and surprised that he came.

North East, MD. Despite battling lung cancer, the founder of Calvary Chapel flew across the U.S. to participate in this year’s event.
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East Coast Pastors Conference

After his teaching, Pastor Jim Cymbala of The Brooklyn Tabernacle in Brooklyn, NY, asks men to come forward to seek the Lord.
Jim spoke of churches’ need for a fresh moving of God’s Spirit.

Touched by God’s Spirit

Pastor Joe Focht of CC Philadelphia, PA,
the leader and host of the conference, also
sensed the outpouring and move of the
Holy Spirit at the ECPC. Joe commented,
“The men got a taste of the miraculous, and
now they won’t be satisfied until that is the
norm. Every teaching was anointed—Sandy
Adams, David Guzik, and Don McClure—
but what happened on Tuesday evening
was truly a gift from God.” Pastor Jim
Cymbala, author of Fresh Wind, Fresh Fire
and pastor of The Brooklyn Tabernacle in
Brooklyn, NY, spoke on the need for a fresh
moving of God’s Spirit in the churches.
Finishing, Jim encouraged all the pastors to
come down to the front of the room and
pray for a new filling of the Holy Spirit in
their lives and ministries.

CC Philadelphia’s worship leader, Rob
Paoletti, leads the group in praise.

Pastors raise their arms and voices in prayer and praise to the Lord after walking forward to seek Him together.
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“It was like a window of repentance was
divinely opened. Congregants came forward
confessing their sins, praying for the Lord’s
anointing in their lives, and asking Him to
make them more Christ-like,” continued
Harry. “People came alive in the joy of the
Lord that evening. Now, we don’t want to
go back to a routine like before.” He and the
entire church, Harry admitted, had previously endured a spiritually dry season.

“‘And it shall come to pass in the
last days, says God, that I will
pour out of My Spirit on all flesh;
your sons and your daughters shall

prophesy, your young men shall
see visions, your old men shall
dream dreams. And on My menservants and on My maidservants
I will pour out My Spirit in those
days; and they shall prophesy.’”
Acts 2:17-18
“It was all in order,” Joe commented, “while
being also an incredible time of seeking the
Lord’s forgiveness for our shortcomings—
and of pleading for the Holy Spirit’s empowering to share Christ with the fire and passion that Jim spoke about. I believe we truly
experienced the Holy Spirit’s miraculous
presence that evening.”
CC Philadelphia has been hosting and
organizing the annual conference for two
decades—handling registration, lining up
speakers, providing worship leaders, and
working with the Christian retreat center at
Sandy Cove in North East, MD. Planning

“I believe we truly experienced the Holy Spirit’s
miraculous presence that evening.”
Pastor Joe Focht of CC Philadelphia, PA
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Pastors Joe Focht, left, Chuck Smith,
and Don McClure share laughs while
doing a question-and-answer session.

the gathering has grown to be a monumental task for the CC Philadelphia staff, but it
is also one that they look forward to each
year. Joe has routinely asked every senior
pastor who attends the annual conference
to begin earnestly praying for it nearly six
months beforehand.
Randy Cahill, pastor of CC Boston, MA,
sensed all day that God was planning something historic for that Tuesday evening. “I
wanted to return to the pulpit renewed by
God’s Spirit,” commented Randy. “Not just
‘doing church’ anymore ... but going back to
New England on fire for the Lord, with an
unquenchable desire to see souls saved for
God’s kingdom.” Stopping in a restaurant on
the way home, he asked the waitress if there
was anything for which she needed prayer.
The woman began to cry as she related her
concerns, and the believers then prayed for
her and she prayed to receive Christ. Randy
routinely offers to pray for those he meets,
but he suspected his encounter at the conference enabled him to be more sensitive to
God’s Spirit. “I have an entirely new desire
to love people and a passion to share Christ,”
he added.

“As a shepherd seeks out his flock
on the day he is among his scattered sheep, so will I seek out My
sheep and deliver them from all
the places where they were scattered on a cloudy and dark day.”
Ezekiel 34:12
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Chuck pats Pastor Joe Focht of CC Philadelphia on the back after Joe shared how much

it meant to him that Chuck made such an effort to be at the conference.

As Jim Cymbala invited the pastors to come
forward, Randy ended up on the stage to
make room for others. He turned around to
find long-time friend Pastor Don McClure
behind him, so they partnered to seek God
together in prayer. Men prayed, embraced,
repented, and cried out as music flowed
from CC Philadelphia’s worship team the
rest of the evening.

“I wanted to return
to the pulpit renewed
by God’s Spirit. ... going
back to New England
on fire for the Lord,
with an unquenchable
desire to see souls saved
for God’s kingdom.”

Harry from CC Bellmawr soon found himself at the foot of the stage, praying beside
Pastor Chuck Smith of CC Costa Mesa,
CA. Harry was touched as he witnessed
the Calvary Chapel founder, like the rest of
men—pleading for the Lord’s forgiveness
and anointing.

Pastor Randy Cahill
of CC Boston, MA

Inspired to Press On

Harry, Joe, and Randy agreed that Chuck’s
return to the conference after a 10-year
absence made the time even more special.
Chuck had been battling lung cancer since

Pastor Tom Hallman, right, of CC
Williamsburg, VA, hugs a friend.

Leaders pray that God will enable them to

carry the conviction they experienced at the conference back to their home churches.
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“The men got a taste of the miraculous,
and now they won’t be satisfied until
that is the norm. Every teaching was anointed ...
but what happened on Tuesday evening
was truly a gift from God.”
Pastor Joe Focht of CC Philadelphia, PA

CC Charleston, SC, Pastor Richard Perea,
Chuck before he left. Pastor Randy Cahill
the new year began. He had radiation treatment on the morning the conference began,
skipped the chemotherapy so as not to overtax his body, got on a plane and flew from
Southern California across the U.S. to participate in the conference.

A conference attendee studies God’s Word at Sandy Cove
Ministries, a retreat center at the head of the Chesapeake Bay.
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“I wanted to be with the men,” Chuck commented. “No one but God knows the future,
and I was truly encouraged by being with
them as we sought the Lord together.” He
taught and participated in a questionand-answer panel discussion with Joe and
Don. What ensued was a serious discussion on critical topics of men walking in a
godly manner—interrupted by periods of

left, watches as his 11-year-old daughter, Gracie, gets a hug from Pastor Chuck. She had waited outside the conference hall to meet
of CC Boston, MA, is in the background.
hilarious laughter as Don added his own
special humor to each answer.
Joe commented, “It was good for the young
men to see us laughing, unable to contain
ourselves like that. That was healthy.” Joe
pointed out that Calvary Chapel church
leaders are often accused of taking things
too seriously. Joe added with a laugh,
“Obviously, that’s not the case.”

A merry heart does good, like
Proverbs 17:22a
medicine.
Joe also noted that when Chuck last visited
the East Coast, some of today’s assistant

pastors were only in their early teens at that
time. “I certainly want all of the young men
at our church and others to have the opportunity to hear Chuck in person,” he added.
As Chuck carefully climbed the stairs and
settled into a chair to teach, the entire
body of men, nearly 1,000, spontaneously
jumped to their feet with a deafening roar of
applause lasting several minutes.
Joe said that witnessing Chuck’s tireless pursuit to glorify God has inspired him. “Chuck
is like a modern-day Caleb to me. Here he is
at 85, currently battling cancer, with a knee
replacement and having had a stroke two
years ago. And he is still in the fight,” added

Joe. “What a great encouragement he is to
all of us.”

And let us not grow weary while
doing good, for in due season we
shall reap if we do not lose heart.

Galatians 6:9

CC Philadelphia, PA

www.ccphilly.org
info@ccphilly.org
215-969-1520
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