Sharing Your Faith

It All Points Back to Jesus
Responding to Doubts, Questions, & Objections to the Gospel
For Consideration:
Arguing rarely reveals Christ
effectively. But answering
sincere questions regarding
God typically does.
The last issue featured an article on sharing
Jesus in a Christlike, Holy Spirit-dependent
manner. Jesus called us to tell others about
the gift of salvation through knowing
Him, and in some cases, such evangelism
leads immediately to conversion and discipleship. Many people, however, respond
to the Gospel message with questions—or
objections. When such a challenge is presented, the believer’s prayerful sensitivity
to God’s Spirit is vital. To help believers
prepare to share the Lord effectively with
those who have genuine hindrances to turning to Christ in faith and repentance, the
following points are offered for consideration. They are intended only to supplement,
not replace, the most important aspect of
answering objections: showing God’s love.

This can be revealed by listening intently,
which displays interest in a person’s concerns and eternal destination.

But sanctify the Lord God in your
hearts, and always be ready to give
a defense to everyone who asks you
a reason for the hope that is in you,
with meekness and fear. 1 Peter 3:15
How can an all-good,
all-powerful God allow evil?

Note to the believer: Pray for wisdom and
compassion as you answer, mindful that for
many, this question is personal—not merely
intellectual. The question may stem from
experiences and pain, and only God’s Spirit
can remove the resulting emotional scars.
• God gives man the freedom to choose
between right or wrong, which allows
people to sin—that is, to disobey Him.
• Evil is a consequence of personal freedom
of choice. Each choice has consequences,
and sinful choices bring pain to God, ourselves (Galatians 6:8), and others.

After Christians distributed gifts at a children’s burn center in
Querétaro, Mexico, a believer, left, interacts with a father.

• God does not watch from afar as we suffer the consequences of sin alone. Instead,
by sending His Son to die an excruciating
death on the cross, God Himself entered
into our suffering and paid the price of
sin: death (Romans 6:23).
• Atrocities such as rape and murder arise
directly from people’s sinful choices. We
don’t understand why all disease, sickness,
accidents, and natural disasters occur—
other than knowing that we live in a
world marred by sin, and such are sin’s
consequences. When mankind turned
from God, Satan was given temporary
dominion over the earth. But by accepting
the free gift of salvation through a relationship with Christ, we can be assured of
an eternity free from evil.
• The existence of suffering bothers
Christians as well. By embracing God, we
do not deny or ignore evil and suffering.
We simply seek refuge in the only One
Who can provide eventual, eternal relief
from this world’s suffering. God will one
day vanquish evil (Romans 8:21).

A believer, right, conveys the Gospel during an outreach
conducted by Calvary Chapel Greece, NY, along a local pier.
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Though life is filled with mysteries
(Deuteronomy 29:29), we can trust God to
judge all people righteously (Psalm 9:8, Acts
17:31). The Lord sometimes reaches people
in remote or closed areas through supernatural means, such as the well-documented
phenomenon of Jesus visiting Muslims in
dreams and visions. The Apostle Paul said
that God commands all men everywhere
to repent on the testimony of Jesus being
raised from the dead (Acts 17:30). And God
has given you an opportunity to hear of
Christ’s death and resurrection. Don’t let a
lack of knowledge concerning others keep
you from responding to the gift of salvation.
Will you obey His command to repent of
your sins and follow Him?

I don’t need Jesus because I’m
a good person.

Declaring oneself good involves judging
oneself by one’s own standard—which is
easy to tailor to personal strengths and
weaknesses. Though you may feel you compare nicely to others, we all compare horribly to God’s standard: perfection. A single
lie, “petty theft,” or an impure thought
(Matthew 5:28) demonstrates that you, like
all others, have sinned (Romans 3:23). This
sin leads to death (Romans 6:23) and separates us from God, the only One Who is
perfectly good (Luke 18:19). But amidst our
need, He offers the gift of eternal life with
Him—through Christ’s sacrifice of His life
as the penalty for our sins (Romans 6:23).

Resurrections and miracles are
unscientific and naive.

Today’s physicists who study cosmology
and quantum mechanics routinely observe
objects—such as dark matter and subatomic
particles—doing things that were previously thought to be impossible. And since
God is outside the system of natural laws He
created to govern the universe, it’s not difficult to believe He could create exceptions
to those natural laws. Skeptics such as Lee
Strobel have set out to disprove Jesus’ resurrection—and have been shocked to become
instead convinced, through their research,
that He did rise from the dead. Strobel was
persuaded by evidence such as Jesus’ followers’ willingness to die—in gruesome martyrdoms which were attested even in ancient,
non-Christian sources including Josephus,
Tacitus, and Seutonius—for the claim that
Jesus rose from the dead.1 Josh McDowell,
similarly, surrendered to Christ after an
intellectual effort to prove Christianity
ridiculous. Today, he is one of its most
ardent defenders.2

Jesus was a really good
teacher—but not God.

This conclusion is impossible—unless good
teachers lie. Jesus’ words and actions repeatedly demonstrated a claim to be God:
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What about people who never
hear of Jesus? For them to go
to hell would be unfair.

• According to their own accusation in John
10:33, the Jewish listeners understood
Jesus’ assertion in v. 30 to be a claim to
be God.
• Thomas declared Jesus to be his God
in John 20:28, and Jesus’ reply in v. 29
affirms Thomas’ statement.
• In Matthew 9:18, 14:33, 15:25, and 28:9,
17, Jesus accepted worship—though an
angel in Revelation 22:8-9 rebuffed worship, saying it is only for God.
Moral, sane teachers do not consider themselves God. Jesus must therefore be an outrageous liar, a lunatic, or the Lord God.

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ,
for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone
who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.
Romans 1:16

Don’t all paths lead to God?

In a sense, this is true: Every person will
indeed eventually stand before God, before
Whose Son Jesus every knee will bow
(Philippians 2:10). But the question is, Will
you be meeting Him as your gracious Savior
or wrathful Judge? Jesus Himself instructed
us to fear Him due to His rightful power to
condemn us to hell (Luke 12:5). We will all
die and then be judged (Hebrews 9:27); the
only way to escape hell and spend eternity
with God is through Jesus (John 14:6).

A Christian, left, discusses Jesus’ claim to be Messiah with a man on the streets of Tel Aviv, Israel.

Jesus said to him, “I am the
way, the truth, and the life. No
one comes to the Father except
John 14:6
through Me.”
A believer from CC Chino Hills, CA, discusses the Gospel with a woman in Mexico.
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After explaining the Gospel, Joey Roper challenges a Brazilian man to follow Jesus.

Space permits only three briefly summarized points regarding this vast topic. First,
the second law of thermodynamics pronounces all things to be in a state of degeneration—not improvement. Both the theories of the natural spontaneous generation
of life and of the origin of species by evolution would require processes contradicting
this law.

A Christian, right, gives a man contact information at a Muslim event in Washington, D.C. Believers distributed Gospel literature
and the Jesus DVD to event attendees, and many personal connections were made.

I’m against religion in general;
it has caused so much evil in
the world.

Religion is like a tool, such as a hammer—
which can be used to build or to destroy a
house. When people embrace religious sets
of doctrine or rules without allowing themselves to be changed by a relationship with
God, the result can be guilt, pride, self-righteousness, or violence against those who disagree. Jesus, however, commanded “turning
the other cheek” (Matthew 5:39)—and modeled non-retaliation when spat upon and
slapped (Matthew 26:67; 27:30). Tragically,
the label of “Christianity” has often been
flown as a banner over actions that misrepresent Christ. Non-Christlike actions
done in Jesus’ name, however, do not represent Him accurately. Many of those people
who have represented Him more accurately
have served with Christ’s love after natural
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disasters; others have established orphanages, feeding programs, homeless shelters,
or schools for the handicapped.

How can one religion be true
above the others?

Christianity is distinguished from other
faith systems by teaching that God Himself
reached down to people (through Jesus’
incarnation and crucifixion for mankind’s
sins), instead of teaching that people can
earn entrance into God’s presence or other
rewards by performing good works or
other actions. Logic’s law of non-contradiction states that if a claim is true, its opposite cannot be true at the same time and in
the same way. Therefore opposing claims,
such as Christianity’s claim that Jesus was
crucified and Islam’s claim that He was not,
cannot both be true. While Christianity’s
aim is not to disprove or vilify other

religions, Christianity does clearly proclaim Christ as the only means of access
to God (John 14:6). Since Christianity
includes claims that certain things are true
(such as that Jesus rose from the dead),
investigating historical records and other
data will either support or disprove these
claims. Historical findings continue to
substantiate Christianity.

Modern science has disproved
creation—and therefore, all of
Christianity.

Note to the believer: Extreme caution must
be exercised. Debating evolution can be an
endless, fruitless distraction from the critical
issue: Jesus. Discussing creation and evolution is recommended only rarely, when it is
prayerfully discerned that an unbeliever is
genuinely blockaded from belief in Christ by
being convinced of evolution.

Second, the origin of species by evolution
(sometimes called macroevolution) would
require positive mutations—though a strictly
positive mutation has never been observed.
The example that evolutionists sometimes
cite is the partial immunity to malaria associated with sickle cell anemia. However, this
mutation does not meet the qualifications
because sickle cell anemia also causes respiratory failure.3
Third, evidence for evolution can be
tweaked or fabricated in order to support specifically-desired ends and alreadyformed conclusions—as Steven Jay Gould,
a leading evolutionary scientist, pointed
out regarding Ernst Haeckel’s drawings of
embryo development. Haeckel’s drawings
were included as support for macroevolution in U.S. high school textbooks until
2002 4; however, Gould wrote, “Haeckel
had exaggerated the similarities [in early
embryos] by idealizations and omissions.
He also, in some cases—in a procedure that
can only be called fraudulent—simply copied the same figure over and over again.”5

I grew up in a Christian home
and/or attend a church.

These things are a fantastic start to a healthy
lifestyle, but they don’t earn forgiveness of
sin. As an old analogy declares, “Attending
church doesn’t make someone a Christian
any more than standing in a garage overnight makes a person into an automobile.”
Even the demons believe in—and tremble
upon contemplating—God’s existence
(James 2:19). The question is, Have you
turned to God in faith (dependence on Him)
and repentance (turning away) from your
sin? Jesus called this being “born again” in
John 3:3, 5, and 7. This means that in order
for us to have eternal life, God must take
away our sin, change us internally, and give
us new life that comes only through Him
(John 14:6). Christianity, as Jesus explained
it, is about being His disciple—embracing
and following Him personally—not about
doing whatever actions we deem good. God
saves us by faith in Him, not by good deeds
(Ephesians 2:8-9). Good deeds then result
from, instead of causing, salvation (observe
the progression in Ephesians 2:8-10).

Life is too much fun; I’m not
ready to obey all those rules.
Maybe when I’m old.

Sin does bring pleasure—but only temporarily (Hebrews 11:25b). Our sinful desires are
deceptive and don’t deliver the long-term
enjoyment they promise (Ephesians 4:22).
Instead, in the long term, sin produces pain,
suffering, and ultimately death (James 1:15).

Teacher and student talk en route to
released-time Bible class in California.

But even if you wanted to, you could not
abandon sin and obey God on your own
(Romans 8:8).
Instead, God’s Spirit lives inside His people
(Romans 8:9b), enabling them to turn away
from sin (Romans 8:3-4). And eventually,
God will give His people eternal reward
beyond compare, in heaven with Christ (1
Corinthians 2:9; John 14:2-3). Tomorrow is
guaranteed to no one (Proverbs 27:1; James
4:14), but today you are offered opportunity
to turn to Christ in faith and repentance
from your sin.

Walk in wisdom toward those who
are outside, redeeming the time.
Let your speech always be with
grace, seasoned with salt, that
you may know how you ought to
Colossians 4:5-6
answer each one.
Footnotes: www.calvarymagazine.org

For Reflection:
Am I answering Jesus’
command to “Go therefore
and make disciples”?
(Matthew 28:19a)
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