Harvest America

Streaming Living Water

Harvest America transmits the message of hope in Christ
live over the Internet to 2,400 venues

Story by Carmel Palmer

For Consideration:
Does your life demonstrate
that it is Jesus Who changes
His people, not we ourselves?

As Greg Laurie took the stage on a Sunday
evening this past August, 37,000 people in
Anaheim, CA’s Angel Stadium were watching. So was the Strawser family, seated near
the back of a small church in New Jersey.
Bonnie was flabbergasted that her husband
Mike and three of their four children had
agreed to attend the live-streamed simulcast.
The evangelistic event Harvest America
touched on a sensitive topic for the couple,
who had been raised in extremely different
types of churches. “We’d had an ongoing
fight about religion for 15 years,” Bonnie
explained. “On Sundays, we’d fight all the
way to church and back home again. By
that time, the day was shot.” They had gone
through six churches in one year before trying CC Southern Ocean County, NJ. They
had been attending there for a few months
when the fellowship hosted the outreach.
At the event, Bonnie sat riveted as Greg
talked about what it meant to be born again
by Jesus. He was saying, “Can you change
your life? Answer: No. You can’t change

Participants rejoice together at Harvest America, an evangelistic event that was live-streamed from Angel Stadium in Anaheim, CA, to
2,400 venues. More than 15,000 people professed to accept Christ, whether at the stadium, watching online, or at a host church.
Attendees assemble on the stadium field to commit to Christ
as Savior and Lord at the August outreach. Photo by Don Haynes
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Evangelist and Pastor Greg Laurie of Harvest Christian
Fellowship, Riverside, CA, speaks. Photo by Andrew Chappell
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Two men pray together on the field at Angel Stadium. Photo by Don Haynes

“Can you change your life? Answer: No. You can’t
change your life any more than a drowning person
can save himself. … Can God change your life?
Absolutely. He can change you right now if you turn
from your sin and put your faith in Him.”
Pastor Greg Laurie

CC Mercer County, NJ, and CC Living
Hope, NJ, hosted a Harvest broadcast
at a local firehouse. Photo by William Shea
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Tammy White, left, clarifies the Gospel
after CC Aurora, CO’s live-stream
Harvest event. Photo by Sari Arias

A Harvest America volunteer gives Bibles to new believers and people rededicating their lives to Jesus at the August event. Photo by Don Haynes
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in Him.” Bonnie felt a
tug in her heart, but she was impeded by the
thought of standing up in front of everyone.
Then, to her surprise and delight, her three
oldest children leapt to their feet and walked
forward in the sanctuary. Simultaneously,
thousands surged onto the stadium field in
California. Greg continued, “Listen—Jesus
died for you publicly. He shed His blood
for you openly. You can stand up for Him.”
Bonnie stood and followed her children to
the front to accept Christ as her Savior.
Begun by Pastor Greg Laurie of Harvest
Christian Fellowship in Riverside, CA,
Harvest Crusades have been attended by

nearly five million people since 1990. This
year’s Harvest America was live-streamed
over the Internet, and 2,400 simulcasts
were hosted by churches, families, or other
groups. On Sunday night, 15,472 people
attending these gatherings or watching
online professed accepting Christ as their
Savior. “It was groundbreaking, and God
blessed it,” said event organizer John Collins.
“We believe it was the largest live evangelistic event in American history.”

Small Churches’ Great Success

“You’d have to look at a detailed map to find
Manahawkin, NJ,” laughed Mark Santillanes,
pastor of the area’s Calvary Chapel Southern
Ocean County (CCSOC). The church of
roughly 80 adults hasn’t let its size prevent
it from reaching out. Every year, they hold
a four-day surf camp that draws teenagers from neighboring states. Mark had
initially been disappointed to learn that
Harvest America coincided with the camp.
“I thought, We can’t do both. But then I felt

the Lord challenging me to combine the
two events,” he commented. On Sunday evening, about half of the 115 people attending
were surfers. Despite the compelling message, Mark confessed, “I hadn’t expected
many people to come forward. Many were
already Christians, and the surfers had
heard the Gospel clearly all weekend from
our guest speaker, Pastor Billy Rutledge. So I
thought those needing to profess Christ had
already done so. But then one person stood
up, and then another—14 people accepted
Christ or rededicated their lives to Him
that night.” The live-stream, remarked John
Collins, “provides a viable option for smaller
communities who could never have a large
crusade come to their area. Looking at the
preliminary data, the smaller churches had
the largest percentage of people making
decisions for Christ.”
In recent years, Harvest has increased
follow-up efforts. “Follow-up is discipleship,” noted Greg Laurie. “It’s not enough

for people to come forward—we want to
see them go forward in Christ. Wherever
we bring Harvest, we try to connect people
with a local church. But when the church
is the venue, the link to that community is
already there,” Greg added.
John Indorato had recently begun joining
his wife Christine at CCSOC. Despite many
challenges, his Catholic mother had laid a
strong spiritual foundation during his childhood. He reflected, “I lost my father at age
12. Growing up, I thought I had nothing.
But my mother raised us on love and God,
and I’ve since realized those are two things
the world is most lacking.” Leaving home,
John tried to leave church behind him as
well. Yet even during his wildest periods he
was still hungry for God and certain of His
existence. Eventually he started attending
churches again, but it was out of duty—he
could not find the closeness to God he had
known as a child. He was also discouraged
by Christine’s lack of interest in church.
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Pastor Greg Laurie

Then, 18 months ago, his stepson—who
had been struggling with drug addiction—
became involved with a Calvary Chapel
in New York. This prompted Christine,
and eventually John, to begin attending
CCSOC. “I thought it was marvelous that
she was finally getting involved in church,
and I like Pastor Mark. He’s humble and
easy to understand. But I held back; I didn’t
let myself fit in,” John reported. When the
family entered the Harvest event, he continued, “I knew ‘I’m where I’m supposed to
be.’” During the invitation, he felt compelled
to go forward and rededicate his life to the
Lord. He realized, “I’ve slowly been inching
my way toward God all these years. Then
that night, I got a jumpstart forward. Now I
feel different toward God and the church—I
want to get more involved and closer to God.
All this time, God had everything lined up—
He was waiting for me to surrender.”

Prayer and Preparation

Greg noted that six months before the
event, Harvest created an online ‘prayer
cloud’ where people could write the names

of unsaved loved ones, who planned to
attend the event. “More than 70,000 prayer
requests were sent in by 10,000 people,” said
Greg. “Remarkably, we began receiving
emails before Harvest America requesting
names be removed—some of the people
listed had already gotten saved.” Sixty days
before the outreach, they also started a
24-hour prayer initiative. Greg made a plea,
asking for prayer, which he believes was crucial to the night’s success. “While we tried
to provide churches with all the tools they
would need,” he commented of the event’s
website, webinars, and planners, “the most
important preparation was prayer.”
Calvary Chapel Aurora, CO, Assistant
Pastor Jason Austin and his wife, Cassandra,
had both gotten saved at a Harvest outreach
in Colorado Springs, CO. So Jason perked
up when Harvest America was mentioned
in a staff meeting. Later that day, Jason felt
that God was prompting him to lead the
live-stream at CC Aurora. He accepted the
challenge, though he had only been on staff
two months and had never organized a large

Friends embrace after one surrendered her life to Christ at the stadium in Anaheim.

Photo by Don Haynes
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“It’s not enough for people to come forward
—we want to see them go forward in Christ.”

event before. He was grateful for Harvest
America’s monthly webinars on everything
from technical issues to evangelism. “The
website resources guided me along, providing a way to check progress and make sure
I wasn’t missing anything,” he said. Jason’s
openness about his own inexperience and
the help from Harvest staff convinced
another area church to host their own event.
Jason had dreamed of filling all 1,300 seats
in CC Aurora’s sanctuary; but instead, 350
people showed up. Though the numbers
disappointed him and they faced technical difficulties, Jason knew the effort was
all worthwhile when the first woman came
forward to receive Christ. Thirteen others
followed her.
Henry Gutierrez, who arranged time off
work to be on the ministry team and pray
with those making commitments to follow
Christ, was approached by a mother and her
7-year-old daughter. Non-churchgoers who
lived three cities away, they had learned of
Harvest America via the radio. The mother
was still dressed in her work uniform, and
both wanted to accept Christ. “There was
confidence in their approach and joy in
their countenances,” reminisced Henry,
who was also saved at a Harvest event. “It
brought my mind back to when I first met
the Lord. Tears didn’t flow then, but as I
look back, tears come down—tears of joy.”

A Transformation

A month after Harvest America, Bonnie
Strawser confirmed that God has changed
her life: “Before, I felt like I was stumbling
through life, going through the motions. Now
I’m so grateful—for my family, my husband,
and even the sunshine. I love God so much
I could stand on a mountain and scream it. I
used to stay in the background at church. But
since Harvest, we’ve been getting to know
people, going to their houses. It’s against my
nature, but Jesus has opened this door and
invited me to come through and be a part
of things. I want to be closer to people who
know Him, and I’m not drawn into the negativity at work anymore. The Bible used to be
a paper holder in our house; now one of us
reads a story about Moses on the mountain
and can’t wait to share it with everyone else.
I truly have started to cherish my husband
because with Jesus in my life, I’m more humble. I used to think constantly, I need, I want,
I deserve … Now I am so thankful Christ
gave Himself for me, and I realize none of
that matters—my husband matters. I wish
we’d known this from the beginning. We’ve

A young woman clutches the new believer’s Bible she received after dedicating her life to Jesus Christ as Lord at Angel Stadium.
Photo by Andrew Chappell

both been carrying these cement blocks on
our backs for no reason, but we didn’t realize we wanted the same thing.” Recently,
Bonnie and Mike accompanied their kids
to a church youth event. Leaving as a united
family, Bonnie asked Mike, “When was the
last time we had a fight?” He thought for a
while. “I can’t remember,” he replied.

For Reflection:
Is there any area of your
life that you have not yet
surrendered to God?

Harvest America

www.harvest.org
www.harvestamerica.com
951-687-6595
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