Rosarito, Mexico
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Youth from several churches unite to ignite a love for Jesus in Mexico
“The kids couldn’t sleep last night,” declared
a children’s home worker who had just
escorted her charges to a soccer camp in
Rosarito, Mexico. “They’ve been so excited
for three days. That’s why we arrived so
early—they couldn’t wait to get here!”
Since 2001, CC Boston, MA, has annually
visited northwestern Mexico to serve alongside CC Montebello, CA. When CC Boston
contacted CC Montebello’s Pastor Pancho
Juarez in 2011 with the idea of providing
a soccer camp on their next visit, Pancho—
who is originally from the Rosarito area—
responded, “Anything that has to do with
soccer in Mexico is a win-win situation.”
The venture grew into a youth mission
trip also including teens from CC Orange
County, NY, and CC Montebello.

Exhausted from her trip to live at an
orphanage, 6-year-old Yara fell asleep
in Niccole Emery’s lap upon her arrival.
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CC Boston Associate Pastor
Scott Greenberg remarked,
“God provided incredible
financial support, as well as
the idea of a used-cleat-anduniform drive. The response
was overwhelming. We even
Scott
Greenberg had uniforms donated by the
University of Massachusetts
Boston—whose team is named the ‘Beacons’!
Doesn’t God have a sense of humor, providing uniforms to Christians announcing who
they are: beacons of light!” he laughed.

You are the light of the world.
Matthew 5:14a
The group partnered with CC Rosarito to
provide the three-day camp, during which

more than 100 kids participated in drills
and games. Both local families and the residents of two children’s homes attended. In
addition to hearing the Gospel explained via
interpreters from CC Rosarito, “Everyone
had a blast,” reported Pastor Mike Vincent
of CC Rosarito. Many children received
Christ as Lord and Savior, Mike continued—
including, as his son Daniel eagerly conveyed, many of Daniel’s own friends from
his soccer team.
After camp each day, the team split into
two groups. One assisted with framing, dry
wall, pew building, and ceiling construction
for CC Rosarito’s new church building. The
other group, though scheduled to visit Casa
Hogar Children’s Home just once, went
all three days. “You meet the kids and get

Paul Doolan, right, from CC Boston, helps Assistant Pastor Vincent Barone, left,
from CC Orange County, NY, fit a camp attendee with donated cleats.

Laura Sudbey of CC Boston, MA, jokes with camp participants, not allowing them to push the line forward before a drill begins.
This past summer, three American churches joined CC Rosarito, Mexico, in using soccer to reach kids with the Gospel.
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As Niccole sat on Casa Hogar’s cool cement
porch one day, she watched 6-year-old Yara
and her 4-year-old sister disembark from a
van. They had arrived the night before, the
home’s newest residents. Niccole offered
them a bottle of water, which Yara accepted
before crawling into Niccole’s lap, arranging her long legs, and falling asleep. “She
was exhausted from her ordeal and just
needed to feel safe and loved,” Niccole commented. “I felt blessed to be that source for
the moment she needed it.”
High school senior Dean Delagrange from
CC Boston was astounded when the entire
group of Casa Hogar residents recited
both Psalms 1 and 19 in unison. “These
kids range from preschool to my own age,”
Dean reported. “If you asked me if I could
do the same thing, I wouldn’t come close.
It’s incredible. They’ve been studying the
Bible together, and it inspired me to get into
the Word more.” Another day, Dean was
impacted during his morning Bible study by
Philippians 4:13: “I can do all things through

Christ who strengthens me.” Then at breakfast, where each student was given a slip
of paper each day containing a Bible verse,
Dean’s was Philippians 4:13. That afternoon at the orphanage, “I was exhausted
and in pain,” Dean recalled. “My neck hurt
so much from giving piggyback rides the
day before that I was tempted just to sit in a
corner. But I asked God to strengthen me—
and then I had a great time playing with
them. Now whenever I feel like I can’t do
something, I ask God to strengthen me.”

Rosarito, Mexico

immediately attached to them!” exclaimed
Niccole Emery of CC Boston. Several students brought pictures from prior Rosarito
trips, hoping to find old friends. “The kids
were thrilled to see the photos,” confirmed
Niccole. “You can imagine how loved they
felt, knowing that someone held on to their
photograph, cherishing it until their return.”

One day the group went to the Rosarito
Walmart, where they purchased both practical items and special treats such as nail polish. “We wanted to help the girls feel special,”
explained a team chaperone. “Wanting this
to be from the Lord, not from us, we simply
left two large boxes of items in the orphanage kitchen without any presentation.”
After the trip, “The kids came home on fire
with a real desire and energy for the Lord,”
exclaimed CC Montebello’s Youth Pastor
Derek Limon. “They’re already asking when
they can return to Rosarito, which we plan
to do in December.”

Pure and undefiled religion
before God and the Father is this:
to visit orphans and widows in
James 1:27a
their trouble.

Pastor Pancho Juarez of CC Montebello, CA, leads participants in prayer to give their lives to Christ. Freddy Perry of CC Boston also stands available to pray with kids individually.
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Rosarito is just across the U.S. border,
less than 40 miles from San Diego, CA.

CC Boston, MA

Michaela Draheim of CC Boston holds a jump-rope for children’s home residents.
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CC Rosarito’s Bible College Assistant Oscar Serrano, right, directs children through
ball-handling drills. He and others from CC Rosarito interpreted during the camp.

Jamie Little, left, and Chris Londergan
of CC Boston play with kids at
Casa Hogar Children’s Home in
northwestern Mexico.
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