Combating Child Trafficking
CC Oxnard, CA, conveys Jesus’
love to children at risk for,
or rescued from, exploitation
Story by Debra Smith

For Consideration:
Is there a way God desires for you to join the battle against
human trafficking, either internationally or domestically?

The small Thai boy seemed dwarfed by the large Bible he clutched in one hand,
a microphone in the other. He was sharing part of his story with more than 150
people. The room was filled with mission trip participants, children’s home staff
members and missionaries, ministry school students, and youth who each had their
own stories. His children’s home ‘parents,’ or adoptive caretakers, listened intently.
They knew the parts of his story that would not be shared publicly. They had seen
him the day he arrived—frightened, shy, unable even to lift his head and make eye
contact. Now, he stood confidently before the crowd.
“I was just a kid in a mountain village,” he began. “No one cared about me. Then
I endured terrible things.” A young ministry school graduate interpreted so the
group from Calvary Chapel Oxnard, CA, could understand. “But God has rescued
me, restored me, and made me clean,” he continued.

A Thai ministry school student uses an Evangecube to explain the Gospel in a village school. CC Oxnard, CA, served in Thailand in
that works to rescue victims of, and prevent future, child trafficking. Trafficking, or modern-day slavery, includes forced prostitution,
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November with ZOE Children’s Homes, a ministry
hard labor, and begging rings. Photo by Amy Robbins

The youngster appeared to be 7 or 8, said team member Jeff Daniel. The
Californians were in Thailand serving with ZOE Children’s Homes, which combats child trafficking—modern-day slavery involving sexual or other exploitation
of children. Besides involuntary prostitution, forms of trafficking include begging
rings and forced labor. Rescued victims also report mistreatment of many kinds,
including inadequate food, beatings, torture, and drugging. The ministry battles
trafficking in three ways: prevention, intervention, and aftercare. CC Oxnard
believer Eric Robbins explained, “Prevention includes sharing the Gospel with and
educating families about the risk so they are less vulnerable to traffickers’ scams.
Intervention involves researching situations and helping rescue children. Aftercare
entails caring for the kids from then on: sharing the Gospel; discipling them; feeding, clothing, educating, and loving them.” In addition to previously trafficked
youth, the ministry provides a safe home to others who were at risk for trafficking.
At-risk children include orphans and/or street children who, defenseless and naïve,
can be kidnapped or lured in with food, false promises, initially kind treatment, etc.
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“These kids are not broken and traumatized like
you’d expect. ... God has recreated them.”
Laura Taylor

Restoration Multiplied

While the young boy’s testimony was
astounding, said team member Laura Taylor,
it was not out of the ordinary at the children’s home. She exclaimed, “I see there that
God is a God of restoration. His love heals
and changes, just as He says”:

The mission team shares a song about God’s love with children’s home residents.
Most have experienced extreme hardship and radical redemption. Photo by Rid Chan

As part of a fun physics lesson offered to
team member Brent Hebert teaches youth

children’s home residents on a Saturday,
to shoot a bow. Photo by Eric Robbins

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ,
he is a new creation; old things
have passed away; behold, all
things have become new.
2 Corinthians 5:17
“It’s amazing,” Laura continued. “God really
does make all things new. These kids are not
broken and traumatized like you’d expect.
Many have been broken and traumatized—
but God has recreated them. They’re incredibly beautiful, loving, whole beings.”
Jeff ’s wife Lisa Daniel concurred: “They’re
so full of love and life. Their emotional
health is astounding evidence that God can
do all things. And part of the way He does
it is by giving the leaders incredible wisdom.
They have structured the programs so that
all participants help restore and minister to
one another.” The children’s home currently
houses approximately 70 kids, while the
organization’s ministry school now trains
about 38 young adults. Ministry school
students study the Bible, learn vocational
and business skills so that they can support
themselves, and serve in the children’s home
and surrounding communities. Some were
once trafficked, making their personal experiences of the Lord’s restoration a valuable
resource for current youngsters. Many live
at the children’s home and serve as “aunties”
or “uncles” to the children, who dwell in
family groups of 6-8 same-gender children
with a Thai couple.

Lisa Daniel watches young women construct coconut palm leaf pouches. An elective class on the craft was conducted by another
Please note that ZOE protects their children’s dignity at all times. Therefore photos may show the faces of orphaned or abandoned, but
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CC Oxnard team member. Photo by Eric Robbins
never previously trafficked, youth.

Staff member Sakon grew up at the children’s home and attended the ministry
school before joining staff. “His grandfather is a coffee farmer,” Jeff said. “Sakon has
helped double his business’ size and gotten

the whole village involved. He is even giving
some of the proceeds from his coffee sales
to the ministry. Sakon desires to build a
kingdom business by using it, not to enrich
himself, but to glorify God.”

Go Tell It on the Mountain

On both CC Oxnard’s 2010 and 2012 trips,
ministry school students and mission team
members traveled together into mountain
villages surrounding Chiang Mai. A bustling
metropolis and popular tourist destination,
Chiang Mai is the northern city near which
the children’s home is nestled into the jungle. The two groups have found the partnership satisfying—the students translating for
the visitors, and the Americans attracting
audiences in schools and villages where the
locals said they would otherwise be ignored
or denied access. Their mutual goal is to
share Jesus while warning villagers, mostly
impoverished subsistence farmers, about
people who promise to take their children
and provide them a “better life” in the city.
The CC Oxnard team assisted in hut-to-hut
evangelism and in giving evangelistic, trafficking-prevention presentations in public
schools and village centers. Eric Robbins
remembered one home where he, his wife
Amy, and two ministry school students
shared Christ with an elderly widow. She
had formerly considered herself a Christian
but had capitulated, years prior, to pressure
from a family member to return to ancestral
worship. Two of her believing relatives soon
walked by and overheard the story of Jesus
being presented using an Evangecube, a
handheld foldable object that reveals scenes
from Christ’s birth through His ascension.
The widow’s overjoyed granddaughter ran,
gathered three friends, and brought them
to hear the Gospel too. “Praying with those
four girls was amazing,” Eric said. “They
were thrilled to see Jesus’ story illustrated,
and then they all wanted to accept Christ.
They were so excited about the outreach
scheduled for that night that they then
hopped on their bikes and rode around the
village inviting their friends.”
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Lisa Daniel

Starting in August 2013, Eric, Amy, and
their 10-year-old son plan to serve with
ZOE in Thailand for one year. CC Oxnard’s
Pastor Lance Ralston, who has granted Eric,
the church’s business manager, a leave of
absence, said, “We see this as a great opportunity to invest in God’s kingdom.” Lance
intends to visit the Robbinses and see the
ministry for the first time in November.

A God of Deliverance

Many children’s home residents, upon seeing hope and joy in others’ eyes, have given
their lives to Christ. An 8-year-old girl rescued in a night raid was no exception. Once
she was safe, the ministry’s child rescue
team and Thai officials worked together to
locate the girl’s family. After two months,
the organization joyfully reunited her with
her family in a neighboring country.
Lisa said, “Her experience of God had
become so real that she continued seeking
to learn about Him after returning home.
Her Buddhist family saw the difference in
her—and because of her joy and hope in the

Lord, they have come to Christ. Her mother
now shares God’s love in their community.”
Another youngster had been threatened by
her abuser that if she ventured into a particular area, she would be killed. But hearing that there was a potential of being rescued, “The girl decided to go for it,” Lisa
conveyed. “She promised another girl that
if she succeeded, she would come back for
her. She found a ministry representative that
night. After months of investigation, they
found the second girl. She is also now safe.”
Lisa continued, “Though sometimes we feel
like we can’t hear the Lord, we can see Him
at work.” Lisa was also impressed by how
the ministry protects the children’s dignity:
“When rescue stories were shared, the child’s
identity was never disclosed,” she reported.

first time I had ever shared my testimony,”
she said. “I didn’t really think anyone would
be interested. To my shock, many kids
said they were very touched. One little girl
stared up at me and said in broken English,
‘Me too, same same.’ She didn’t have to say
anything more; our hearts connected.”
Calvary Murrieta, CA, also fights human
trafficking, both internationally and
locally. Calvary Murrieta’s recent “Justice
Matters” conference, themed around Isaiah
61:8a—“For I, the Lord, love justice”—was
aimed to equip believers to combat modernday slavery occurring in the U.S. The church’s
website is www.ccmurrieta.com.

For Reflection:
How does the Lord desire
the testimony of His grace
in your life to be used to
minister to others?
CC Oxnard, CA

www.calvaryoxnard.org
info@calvaryoxnard.org
805-485-0111

As CC Oxnard team member Judy Bellrose
shared her testimony at the home, “The
light of the Lord on her face was so incredible,” Lisa remembered. “I was blown away
by how God orchestrated bringing her there.”
As a small child, Judy was among Vietnam’s

As others on the children’s home property do the same, Sandy Fuller and a family
group enjoy a last fellowship opportunity before the team departs. Photo by Rid Chan
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after her mom told her that she wanted to
give Judy in marriage to an older relative as
repayment for a debt she felt she owed him.
Judy heard the Gospel a few years later, “But
because of my past, it was extremely difficult
to trust anyone,” she said. “So I didn’t really
trust God as Friend, as Lord, and especially
as Father. I read through the Bible, but I
didn’t submit to His will.” She lived a selfdirected life until a divorce in her 30s shook
her. “Jesus says those who lose their lives for
His sake will gain it (Matthew 16:25), and
that became real to me. As I began obeying
Him, God gave me things I’d striven for all
my life without finding.” Today, Judy is married with several children. “That was the

Thailand

“The girl decided to go for it.
She promised another girl that if she succeeded,
she would come back for her.”

“boat people”—refugees who fled during the
late 1970s. After her parents separated, Judy
and her two sisters lived with her father and
extended family in California. Judy remembered, “His alcoholism left us vulnerable to
being taken advantage of by relatives. Life
was unpredictable; you never knew who was
going to beat or abuse you. Before and after
school, we were used as domestic servants.
Cooking and cleaning was life.” But summers were worse: “We worked in the family’s clothing factory, with one bowl of rice
per day, from 6 a.m. to midnight. We made
garments, clipped threads, and bagged
clothes.” Around age 10, Judy moved to her
mom’s in Los Angeles, CA. But she fled at 15,

Schoolgirls in a Buddhist area pray to accept

Jesus as Savior and Lord. The ministry and visiting teams share both the Gospel and anti-trafficking information. Photo by Amy Robbins
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