St. Petersburg, FL

Senders and Goers

Calvary Chapel St. Petersburg, FL, reaches out across the
community and the world with the Gospel of Jesus Christ

For Consideration:
Are you utilizing every opportunity the Lord gives you
to share Him with your friends and acquaintances?
Story by Micah Garbarino

Mark Consigny had just been fired—losing a company car,
phone, and a lucrative paycheck from construction sales.
How was he going to keep his waterfront home, he wondered—and what about the jet-fueled fun he was having
while romping about the country on business? Mark had
to use a payphone to deliver the bad news to his wife. But
she had some news of her own: She was lonely, unhappy,
and wanting a separation. Mark felt hopeless. Then,
about 10 days later, a friend from his past showed up on
Mark’s doorstep with some very good news.
Rob Crisp, a believer from Calvary Chapel
St. Petersburg, FL, told Mark that Jesus
wanted a personal relationship with him.
Rob and Mark had met in business, but they
hadn’t seen each other in years. “He just
decided to look me up,” Mark said later. “It
was a divine appointment.” Mark had grown
up in church but had never surrendered his
life to the Lord. Rob had been attending
Calvary Chapel St. Petersburg (CCSP) since
2007, where he has served in the men’s and
prison ministries.

Pastor Danny Hodges interacts with congregants after a worship service at Calvary Chapel St. Petersburg (CCSP), FL. Danny said
Acts 2:42, with a simple focus on teaching God’s Word, fellowship, communion, and prayer. Photo by Dustin Marr
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the church has always been patterned after

The fellowship meets in a former
Walmart building. Photo by Ryan Marr

Rob told Mark that the relationship that
mattered most was with Christ—and that
if he had that, his other relationships would
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“We need to remember our priorities.
Sensing God’s blessing is worth so much more
than physical comfort and material possessions.”
Pastor Danny Hodges

bring glory to God and have His blessing. That day, Mark accepted Christ as
his personal Savior and Lord. He immediately began a journey of discipleship at
CCSP. After a difficult season of change
and growth, his marriage was saved. Today
Mark, his wife, and their two children, ages
12 and 16, serve the Lord together at CCSP.
They all volunteer in the fellowship’s café,
and Mark does youth ministry.
The church sits eight miles north of downtown St. Petersburg in Pinellas Park, FL,
across the bay from Tampa. It is a congregation diverse in age and ethnicity, with multiple services each week. But Pastor Danny
Hodges said he prays that no matter how
big the group gets, the heart of the ministry stays focused on the earliest Christians’
original lifestyle:

“And they continued steadfastly in
the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and
Acts 2:42
in prayers.”

Danny encourages the church to praise
God openly during a week of fasting
and prayer. Photo by Aaron Lockwood

Because of this emphasis, remarked Bob
Corry, assistant pastor and worship leader,

Elders and prayer counselors minister
to people’s spiritual needs as each
worship service ends. Photo by Dustin Marr
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Believers praise the Lord. CCSP strongly emphasizes the importance of responding to

God in worship. Photo by Aaron Lockwood

“I don’t get people to worship; I let people
worship. When a congregation is well-led
and well-fed from God’s Word, they will
respond to God’s goodness and character.
A majority of our songs are not about what
we’re doing or feeling—but simply about
God. That vertical emphasis keeps the focus
in the right place.” As a musical artist, Bob
continued, “I try to build fences to protect
me from my own ego. For instance, only two
or three songs we sing here have my name
on them. Although I do write songs, I don’t
feel comfortable using too many of them in
this environment. That can be dangerous if
you’re not careful. When you’re dealing with
art, you’re dealing with the heart—and it’s
easy to get out of line. Psalm 36:1-2 warns
about the wicked who ‘flatters himself in
his own eyes,’ having ‘no fear of God before
his eyes.’ But focusing on the reality of Who
God is and what He has done for us leads to
genuine worship.”

A Surprising Start

Founded in 1982 by a small group of believers who gathered in an apartment, the
church was on the crest of a movement without even knowing it. They called themselves
Calvary Chapel. Danny Hodges, feeling what

The lobby facilitates CCSP’s Acts 2:42 vision, with plenty of space for fellowship.
Photo by Rob Moorman
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Marty Glick is one of about 200 children’s ministry volunteers. Photo by Ryan Marr

The Kozik and Iding families fellowship before evening worship. Photo by Rob Moorman

Children’s ministry volunteers liven up kids’

he sensed was a call from the Lord, moved
from Virginia to Florida to lead the church’s
youth group. Then in 1984, the congregation asked Danny to become their pastor. Danny accepted the position, feeling
strongly led to teach through the Bible book
by book and to find a “really good worship
team that was rock-and-roll,” he said. “One
day, a guy from California who had gone
to Raul Ries’ church in Diamond Bar, CA,
walked in and said, ‘You guys are Calvary
Chapel,’” Danny continued. “I replied, ‘Yeah,
that’s the name of our church.’ But I didn’t
know that the name typically meant any
connection with Chuck Smith’s church.”

beaten path and sweltering—lacking any
air conditioning. That’s a major problem
in Florida, Danny said. “It was the most
obscure place you could possibly have a
church. I had several people tell me, ‘I tried
to find your church and couldn’t.’ But that
was where God blessed us numerically.”
Growth, however, has not been without
challenges, Danny continued. “Satan wants
to divide. When a church grows numerically,
leadership multiplies, and the potential
for division increases. Satan loves to break
churches up by splitting their leadership.”

said Art Dykstra, missions and outreach
ministries pastor. Team Hope is a street
evangelism ministry that hits the beaches,
downtown areas, and neighboring communities with the Gospel of forgiveness
through Jesus Christ. The team has also
taken 100 people to Washington, D.C. to
share Christ during the country’s July 4th
celebration on the national mall. “We got
to tell Urdu-speakers from Pakistan and
people from the Philippines about Jesus. St.
Petersburg isn’t a crossroads of the world,
but Washington, D.C. is,” Art said.

Sending and Going

The fellowship’s missions program offers
several classes to churchgoers interested in
serving in missions, in addition to functioning as their own sending agency for

Danny soon attended a Calvary Chapel pastors’ conference in Costa Mesa, CA. There
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he met pastors of other Calvary Chapel
churches in Florida, such as Bob Coy of CC
Fort Lauderdale and Kent Nottingham of
CC Tallahassee. When he interacted with
them and learned of Calvary Chapel’s vision,
“I immediately felt like, This is who I am.
This is where I fit,” Danny said.

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell
Psalm 133:1
together in unity!
Three decades later, Danny said he can look
back and see the Lord’s hand on the ministry. The church grew when they had no
business growing—they were meeting in a
warehouse in the early 1990s. It was off the

The church’s robust outreach program
focuses on ministry in the community,
across the nation, and around the globe,

praise time with “Going to Serve You,” an original song they wrote about serving others in Christ’s name. Photo by Ryan Marr
members of their congregation transferring into long-term missions. Most of these
missionaries are supported in part by one
or more of the church’s life groups, who
keep in contact with them, pray for them,
and send them care packages. The church
recently filled 40-foot shipping containers
with specific requests from an orphanage
in Romania, sending everything from desks
and pianos to clothes and bikes.
“We have recently taken less of a shotgun
approach and more of a targeted approach
to missions,” Art said. Missionaries such as
Jim and Janice Larson are the fruit of that
change. In 2007, the Larsons began attending the church’s series of missions classes
and were personally counseled by Art

regarding their giftings and opportunities
for service. Jim recounted, “We learned
there that the Lord’s command is for
all believers to be involved in the Great
Commission, either as ‘senders’ or ‘goers.’
Halfway through the course, we realized
that God was calling us to go.”

And Jesus came and spoke to
them, saying, “All authority has
been given to Me in heaven and
on earth. Go therefore and make
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, teaching them to observe
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St. Petersburg, FL

A team traveled to Washington, D.C. to minister on July 4th. Photo by Julie LeBlanc

A sunrise and baptism service on the waterfront is a long-held Resurrection Sunday tradition at CCSP. More than 100 people were

all things that I have commanded
you; and lo, I am with you always,
even to the end of the age.” Amen.
Matthew 28:18-20

Troy McNatt discusses the Bible with a La Place, LA, resident after August 2012’s
Hurricane Isaac. CCSP partners with Samaritan’s Purse to reach out after disasters.
Photo by Dustin Marr
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The Larsons now serve in the East African
nation of Tanzania with Intensive Care
Ministries, an organization that teaches
inductive Bible study. Jim commented,
“Culturally and historically, there is little biblical teaching in local church services. So the
biblical literacy among the people is low. Few
in the church understand how to live their
day-to-day life according to the Scriptures or
how to grow in Christ.” The Larsons facilitate a 10-day Bible study course for church
leaders and travel throughout Tanzania
teaching Bible study methods to pastors.
“We felt well-prepared by CCSP for the work
the Lord has called us to,” Jim said. The
church supports the Larsons by encouraging

baptized at the 2012 event. Photo by Ryan Marr
them continuously and providing them with
a vehicle and speaking opportunities while
they are home on furlough. The CCSP youth
group held a fundraiser to purchase Swahili
Bibles for the Larsons’ village ministry, and
the couple knows that the congregation is
praying for their needs. “Having been part
of that prayer group, we know we are ‘covered,’ spiritually, by saints who know how to
approach God’s throne in prayer in a powerful way,” Jim said.
Part of CCSP’s impetus to become so
involved in cross-cultural missions came
through Pastor Danny, who took many
mission trips to Russia during the years following the USSR’s collapse. Through those
experiences and the people he met, “I realized that joy is not circumstance-based,”
Danny remarked. “Relational closeness to
the Lord has nothing to do with material
blessing. We often misunderstand that. As

Americans, we’re conditioned to think that
good circumstances or physical abundance
indicates God’s work or presence. But it’s
not so. I will never forget talking to a young
Russian woman who had just finished her
first year at the CC Bible College in Murrieta,
CA. She shared that many Americans had
been extremely kind, providing for her
financially and inviting her into their homes
for holidays. But then she said that she had
sometimes felt more joy in the Lord when
she was back in Russia struggling than here
with things being easy. That challenged me.
We need to remember our priorities. Sensing
God’s blessing is worth so much more than
physical comfort and material possessions.”

Intentional Fellowship

Because getting people plugged into fellowship and ministry is important to the pastors, they invite newcomers to a quarterly
dinner. Art and his staff rarely have problems finding willing hands for the event:
“Outreach naturally flows out of someone
who has surrendered their life to the Lord,”
Art commented. “When I am confronted
with the reality of Who Jesus is and what He
did, my life is going to change.”
Mark Consigny and his reunited family attest that the Lord is transforming
lives at CCSP, and that God is then reaching out through them and changing lives
in the community. “I want to serve, and
I don’t care if it’s cleaning toilets,” Mark
said. “That heart comes from what God
has done in my life. He has transformed
me from someone who was living for

Gabe Graham prays with a young man
who wanted to receive Christ in D.C.

Photo by Shawn Ostermann

myself. God saved my family and my marriage, and He made it clear that what’s
important is to love Him and others.”

For Reflection:
How does your life
demonstrate that you
love Christ and others?
Calvary Chapel Ministry

www.website.com
CC St. Petersburg, FL
email@website.com
www.calvarystp.org
555-555-5555
office@calvarystp.org

727-577-7705
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