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Leah stood in her kitchen preparing lunch.
“I had been discouraged with the progress” of nearly every aspect of ministry,
she remembered. An American citizen
originally from the Southeast Asian nation
where she lives, Leah had returned in 2009
to share Jesus. However, she said, “Things
weren’t going as I had hoped.” Cultural
traditions, legalism, and prejudice against
women kept her feeling bound, as if her
service yielded no results.
A phone call from an unknown number
interrupted her thoughts. A man’s animated,
feverish pace made him hardly understandable, and Leah had to ask his identity. “I
have taught many courses in many places,”
she continued. “So, I’m sorry, but please
help me remember when and where we met.”
“I’m the one who cried in the middle of your
class,” the man replied. Leah felt suddenly
transported to the moment: Six months
earlier, she had been conducting a Bible
storytelling workshop. The goal was to help
church leaders teach God’s Word effectively to auditory learners, who remember
truth presented through stories better than
through traditional sermons. On the second
of five days of training, a young pastor from
a minority people group had abruptly dissolved into tears. The nation contains more
than 50 different tribes, Leah later explained,
but the majority group comprises more than
80 percent of the population. “So minority
people, whom society treats as inferior, frequently feel self-conscious when they interact with the majority,” she continued. “The
young man was probably about 25, though
he looked 15 due to malnutrition.” Leah and
her co-trainers had already noticed his trepidation, prayed with him, and decided not to
push him when his turn came to retell the
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Overcoming Obstacles through Perseverance in

Hoping to help them recover failing crops and thereby restore their
livelihoods, Leah brainstorms with church elders and farmers.

Bible stories. Though the interactive workshop was intended to provide practice, not
just transmit information, they knew he
needed time. Yet despite their sensitivity, he
had been overcome by fear.
“But a day or two later, he volunteered to
tell a story,” Leah recalled. “Since the main
language isn’t his mother tongue, he struggled because of the language barrier. But
he did a good job. Then six months later,
I got that call. He reported that his church
had more than doubled in the intervening months. ‘I have an entirely new confidence to teach God’s Word, because now
people understand so much better,’ he said.
‘I don’t have to explain everything—they
can see truth for themselves as they listen
to the stories straight from God’s Word.’
Hearing that,” Leah continued, “made all
my turmoil and fears worthwhile. It gave
me encouragement to persevere, and it
reminded me that God is in control. All He
calls me to do is be faithful; I am not to
worry about the results.”

Leah, right, models use of hand motions during
two days of Bible storytelling training in a village.

A farmer traverses his fields
boat when she was young.

in a rural area near Leah’s home. She is originally from the nation in which she serves but grew up in the U.S. after her family fled by
Photo by Hayden Sewall
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Moreover it is required in stewards that one be found faithful.

“I feel unworthy to be called a missionary.
But the Lord has taught me not to cower
from the privilege or responsibility of the
term. He ordained this for my life ...
and I’m to walk in His path for me.”

1 Corinthians 4:2
Leah, whose sending church is CC Costa
Mesa, CA, lives in a rural village. The nation
is officially atheistic, although the majority of its population follows an indigenous
form of ancestral worship influenced by
Buddhism. While nearly 10 percent consider themselves Christian, only 1 percent
is evangelical—and the church, Leah said,
is fraught with persecution and division.
Leah’s ministry tools include training leaders in Bible storytelling and teaching believers about natural farming techniques. As
Christian orphanage directors learn to grow
crops and raise livestock, she expressed,
their ministries can better feed youngsters
and teach them a means of making a living.
And as village Christian farmers who are
barely surviving begin to flourish financially,
she added, they are empowered to support
the church and its outreach ministries.

Leah

Leah counsels farmers fresh off their motorbikes.

Leah serves in a village in which most
residents are subsistence farmers.

Coming Full Circle

Leah’s family fled the nation by boat in 1981
during a war. She was nine when they settled in Virginia, where they were sponsored
by a local church that ran a Christian school.
“So I was enrolled there,” Leah expressed.
“One day some missionaries visited and
explained their ministry. I can’t remember
much about them, but I told my teacher
later that I wanted to become a missionary. I
didn’t really know what that meant, and my
English was not good enough yet to understand all of what they had shared. But something in their demeanor spoke to my heart.”
Ironically, Leah added, she didn’t yet know
the Lord. But a dream had been planted.
By seventh grade, Leah’s parents were
divorced and she was living with her father.
Around this time, her piano teacher offered
to take Leah to church. “Through her guidance, I professed faith in Christ as Savior and
Lord,” she remembered. “That meant separating myself from my dad’s ancestral worship. But he never objected to my becoming
a Christian; he gave me freedom to choose.
My family has occasionally mocked me for
my beliefs and decisions—since I base my
life on an entirely different set of values—
but they’ve never ostracized me.”
Repeatedly from 2002 till 2007, Leah took
mission trips to the region. “I wanted to
visit family and learn about the condition
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A participant marks a passage in her
Bible during Bible storytelling training.

of the local church,” she expressed. “I had
forgotten all about being a missionary. I
wanted to understand the situation better
so I could intercede effectively and mobilize
others to go.” Then in 2008, Leah took a
three-month leave of absence from her real
estate job to attend a missions course. She
returned to California, however, to find
her job unexpectedly terminated. “That
was when the real estate bubble burst,” she

A farmer harvests peanuts. One aspect of
aims to reduce malnutrition and disease.

Leah’s ministry is helping locals grow organic crops. By limiting intake of pesticides and antibiotics used liberally in the region, she
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For of Him and through Him and
to Him are all things, to whom be
glory forever. Amen. Romans 11:36
Leah moved into her relatives’ village where,
rather than renting, she built a house to demonstrate long-term commitment. Only afterward, when she recoiled emotionally from
hearing others introduce her as a missionary, did she remember the aspiration she had
voiced as a 9-year-old. “I feel unworthy to be
called a missionary,” she explained. “But the
Lord has taught me not to cower from the
privilege or responsibility of the term. He
ordained this for my life long before I understood it, and I’m to walk in His path for me.”

Let the Little Children
Grow a Garden

Leah ministers alongside a local pastor and
his wife who run an orphanage of approximately 30 youngsters. “Almost every child
has become a Christian,” Leah related.
“Many of them now share the Gospel with
their relatives on holiday visits.” However,
she continued, the home’s monthly operating expenses are formidable.
Desiring to provide some of the groceries and
to teach the youth the skills to make a living
one day, the couple has recently used natural farming methods Leah taught them to set
up a chicken coop and vegetable plot in their
backyard. “They have about 20 chickens, and
they’re growing okra, beans, Chinese spinach,
and fruit,” Leah stated. “Their home is near
the orphanage, so the older kids are beginning to walk over and help. Doing something
worthwhile gives them confidence and dignity, and working also combats the shame
and mindset of entitlement that orphans
generally absorb in this culture.”

If anyone will not work, neither
shall he eat.
2 Thessalonians 3:10b
Eating chicken, eggs, and produce that is
organically produced, Leah added, protects
residents from much sickness and food
poisoning. Antibiotics and chemicals used
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heavily and without regulation in the region,
she explained, decrease food’s nutritional
value and introduce health risks. “Growing
organic products also raises the value of any
surplus,” she said. “Those things can be sold
to provide finances for other needs and to
teach the kids entrepreneurial skills.”

Equipping Storytellers
Across the Divide

Since Leah has discovered that most local
men are unwilling to be trained by a woman,
she is praying for male co-laborers to teach
Bible storytelling techniques to pastors. But
already, she has learned something surprising: “The pastors’ wives sometimes write the
sermons for their husbands. The pastors are
so busy that some just read the sermon the
night before. So when the wives took the
storytelling course and began writing Bible
stories into the messages, the pastors started
telling stories.” Initially, Leah reported, pastors asked their wives things such as, “What
did you do to my sermon?” But without adequate time to make revisions, “The pastors
typically went ahead and presented whatever their wives wrote. As they include Bible
stories, they are noticing their congregations
change. People’s body language is becoming
more engaged, and believers are becoming
more involved in the churches.” After seeing
the fruit, she added, of narratively conveying God’s work in history, “Many pastors
want to be trained personally. That’s why we
need male trainers.”

Baptism by Fire

Twice on Leah’s trips to the region before
moving there, she encountered challenges
that helped her understand the persecution that local believers experience. Once
she was detained and almost detained again
in an incident which was tremendously
frightening. It ended up being short-lived
for her—but had more serious implications
for the local pastors who had hosted her.
“The government doesn’t see Christianity
as a religion but as a tool used by the U.S.
government to infiltrate the nation,” she
explained. “That mindset came from the
early 1800s, when a lot of French spies disguised themselves as missionaries. We must
show them that Christianity really is a belief
system—and that it produces love, respect
for authority, and eternal life.”

Therefore I exhort first of all that
supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be
made for all men, for kings and all
who are in authority, that we may
lead a quiet and peaceable life in
all godliness and reverence.
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explained. “The course had impassioned me
to move there, but I wouldn’t have been able
to handle quitting my job. But having no
job made it easy! God knows what we each
can handle, and He was moving me—in His
own way and timing.”

1 Timothy 2:1-2

CC Costa Mesa, CA

www.calvarychapelcostamesa.com
translations@twft.com
714-979-4422 x5030

The group at the children’s home ends their evening Bible study with prayer.

Being a woman without a team, Leah confessed, has its challenges, such as not planting a church directly. However, she sees God
using even her limitations: “I’m praying that,
as I pass on skills such as storytelling to
local people, they can be the ones to revitalize struggling churches and plant new ones.
And for them personally to begin churches
is so much more effective—language-wise,
culture-wise, and persecution-wise—than if
I, as an outsider, do. I really am a foreigner,
after growing up in the U.S., and there’s so
much I don’t understand.”
One pastor, though averse to attending Leah’s storytelling workshop himself,
invited her to train all his church’s Sunday
school teachers. “Now they’re telling Bible
stories,” Leah said, “not just to the kids, but
to the youth, young adults, midlife group,
and seniors. I’ve heard that people are more
interested in the Bible stories than in traditional Sunday school lessons.”

Youngsters gather around God’s Word for a
and raise chickens. She desires to help the

nightly Bible study at a local orphanage. With Leah’s help, the ministry’s directors have recently begun to grow organic produce
leadership feed the children nutritionally and teach the kids both dignity and a means of making a living.
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