


would have without all the rock stars.” The 
event had 500 attendees its first night; by 
the fourth evening, there were more than 
1,200. Ryan has been teaching through the 
Gospel of Mark verse by verse and attri-
butes the attendance growth to the teach-
ing of God’s Word.   

Shine began after CC Costa Mesa leader-
ship asked Ryan to start holding a monthly 
outreach at the church. Referring to the 
fellowship’s pastor, Chuck Smith, Ryan 
said, “At the end of his teachings he says, 
‘the Lord bless thee, the Lord keep thee, 
and make his face shine upon thee.’ So I 
thought, I’m going to name the night Shine.” 

“The Lord bless you and keep you; 
The Lord make His face shine 
upon you, and be gracious to you; 
The Lord lift up His countenance 
upon you, and give you peace.” 	
	 Numbers 6:24-26  

From Darkness to Light
Chris Stansell ended his phone call and 
pulled into a gas station near CC Costa 
Mesa. He had been chatting with his friend, 
a devout atheist. It was Friday night, and 
Chris was on his way to Shine, a place he 
still wasn’t sure he wanted to be. Chris had 

spent all week trying to back out of this 
evening, but some of his new friends had 
already planned the night—they would 
meet at Shine and then take him out to din-
ner to celebrate his 26th birthday. He felt 
obligated to go. 

Chris finally arrived at CC Costa Mesa. “My 
friend had saved seats in the third row, so I 
didn’t even have the option of hiding in the 
back,” Chris laughed. Chris had doubted his 
faith in God and was struggling with anxiety. 
He wanted to experience the joy and com-
pleteness that he had felt years ago when he 
was active in his church, but he believed he 
had fallen too far. 

After the band played, Ryan began teach-
ing about the man with an unclean spirit in 
Mark chapter one. “The more he talked, the 
more I felt myself get nervous,” Chris said. 

“It was funny to everyone else in the crowd, 
but it wasn’t to me. I imagined it was me in 
the story—would these people even help 
or would they just laugh at me?” Chris felt 
like Ryan was speaking directly to him; he 
began to panic and head for the door. “I fig-
ured I’d walk outside and cool down, then 
come back when worship started,” Chris 
recalled. “There are audio speakers on the 
outside of the building though, so I could 
still hear him talking. I thought, You gotta 
be kidding me! The only way I could really 
escape would have been to leave entirely.” 
Chris waited at the basketball court for the 
event to be over so he could talk to Ryan Jamie Teissere, left, receives prayer from Brian “Head” Welch, right, and several others. Jamie had been leading 

a destructive lifestyle, but Brian’s testimony encouraged him to repent and trust Jesus as his Savior and Lord.

Brian “Head” Welch shares his story of 
being transformed by Jesus Christ.

The band Dead Bones Arise leads Shine 
attendees in worshiping the Lord.

The crowd worships the Lord after hearing the Gospel proclaimed.

Briana Flores, right, is led in prayer to 
accept Jesus as her Lord and Savior. 

“�verything seems to  
make sense that didn’t  
before. ... �ou can go to  
�esus anytime. �’d like  
to see more people turn  
to �esus before they  
hit rock bottom.”  
Jamie Teissere
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personally. He wanted to find out if the 
speaker really believed what he taught.

Chris chatted with Ryan, and the two met 
again several days later to talk about God. 
A few more days later, Chris broke down 
in his apartment and committed to follow-
ing Jesus. Now he is eager to hear the Bible 
taught at Shine each month and has begun 
a renewed relationship with the Lord—full 
of peace, and free of the spiritual anxiety he 
had experienced.

Rock Bottom
Jamie Teissere, lead guitarist of a metal band, 
had just returned home from a tour. Trying 
to gather confidence to perform on stage, 
he had spent every day of the tour drunk. 
He had realized his life was spiraling out of 
control when he almost got his band kicked 
off their tour. 

Jamie had grown up with the musicians of 
Korn and then watched as Jesus transformed 
band members Brian Welch and Fieldy’s 
lives. So he turned to Fieldy, the bassist. “I 
watched your life change, and I want what 
you have,” Jamie explained. They talked, and 
Fieldy prayed for him. Jamie soon became 

embarrassed, though, and concerned about 
his reputation. He thought, People are 
watching—what will they think of me?

Jamie went home and flipped through the 
pages of a Bible. Later, Fieldy encouraged 
him to go to Shine, where Jamie was also 
impacted by Brian’s story. “Brian talked 
about Korn … the crazy thing is that I was 
there with him through a lot of it—I’ve seen 
those guys go through their ups and downs,” 
Jamie recalled. He remembered his reaction 
to Ryan’s invitation to accept Jesus: “That 
night I was not at all embarrassed. I had had 
time to read the Bible and marinate in it,” 
Jamie remarked. He was the first one to walk 
to the stage for prayer in response to the 
Gospel message. When he looked around, 
he saw others crowding in after him. “It was 
a good feeling to have people go up there 
one after another,” Jamie expressed. 

Since deciding to follow Jesus, Jamie stated, 
“Everything seems to make sense that didn’t 
before. I always justified things in my head 
and never saw clearly how bad of a lifestyle 
I was living.” Jamie also expressed a new 
freedom from his insecurities and said he 
no longer turns to alcohol. Since accepting 

Jesus, he said, he has been completely sober, 
bought a house, straightened out his rela-
tionship with his girlfriend and proposed to 
her, and begun attending Harvest Christian 
Fellowship in Irvine, CA, twice a week. 

Reflecting back on 37 years of life, Jamie 
concluded, “You don’t have to hit rock bot-
tom to believe in Jesus. You don’t have to 
go through a bunch of rough stuff to get to 
where you’re desperate and will turn to any-
thing. You can go to Jesus anytime. I’d like 
to see more people turn to Jesus before they 
hit rock bottom.” 

He also brought me up out of a 
horrible pit, out of the miry clay, 
and set my feet upon a rock, and 
established my steps. He has put a 
new song in my mouth—praise to 
our God. 	 Psalm 40:2-3a

A prayer counselor meets with Jamie, far left, and others in the prayer room after the event. New believers are encouraged to 
read the Bible, pray, and attend a Bible-believing church in their community. Female counselors are present to assist women.
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