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Nationals Share the Gospel of Peace with Military, Police, and Firefighters
in Area Shattered by Drug Violence

In February 2012, a drug cartel in Juárez,
Mexico, issued a warning to the police chief:
If he didn’t step down from his position,
the cartel would kill a police officer every
day. Eight officers died in the next week.
The government responded by cramming
2,500 of Juárez’s police officers into four
local hotels. They then asked the Servant
Senders ministry to come in and counsel
them, pray for them, and teach them God’s
Word. For nearly two months, the Servant
Senders offered biblical truth and comfort

to the beleaguered officials. To this day, the
ministry’s representatives continue to visit
local police stations—representing Christ to
those who enforce justice in Juárez and the
surrounding region.
Servant Senders was begun in 2006 by Nolan
and Marie Schockey after being inspired
by 2 Timothy 2:2, “And the things that you
have heard from me among many witnesses,
commit these to faithful men who will be
able to teach others also.” Nolan and Marie,
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Pepe, right, chats with a firefighter
during his weekly fire station outreach.

whose sending church is Rocky Mountain
Calvary in Colorado Springs, CO, wanted
to start a school in Juárez where they could
train students in God’s Word and then send
them out to proclaim Christ in their communities. In addition to Bible teachings, the
school’s curriculum includes practical job
skills, outreaches, and general education.
As students learn servanthood by studying
God’s Word, many become compelled to
take Christ’s hope to their neighbors.

Now it came to pass, afterward,
that He went through every
city and village, preaching and
bringing the glad tidings of the
kingdom of God. Luke 8:1a
During the Schockeys’ years of serving God
in the U.S. before entering the mission field,
their middle son became ill with a blood
disease. “One night, his doctor told us that
she had a dream where God told her that
his time was short,” Marie remembered.
She then looked at her son and asked him,
“Caleb, are you ready to go live with Jesus?”
He replied, “Mom, I am ready today! I know
you don’t think it’s fair because I get to go
first. Don’t worry; you’ll get to go pretty
soon.” Five and ½-year-old Caleb passed
away shortly after.

And we know that all things work
together for good to those who
love God, to those who are the
called according to His purpose.
Romans 8:28

The Schockeys have daily opportunities to
share their past experiences and trials with
others. “More than half of the ladies in my
Bible study group here have had sons or a
husband murdered in the last couple years.
They don’t have many resources to know
how to deal with grief,” Marie shared. “We
are truly in a place where we have to trust
God.” Nolan shares his practical job skills,
such as electrical and construction work,
with men in the Senders program. As the
couple continues to pray for and equip the
nationals, much of the Senders program is
carried out by the national believers.

Pablo and Juan discuss the Bible with
servant senders intern, Andy, right.

Branching Out

Nolan Schockey leads the weekly Bible
classes for Servant Senders students.
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Firefighters in Juárez, Mexico, gather to pray with Pepe, a Servant Senders student,

and listen to a short Bible lesson. Pepe meets regularly with the men.

Juárez is a dangerous place: “In 2010, 8 to
10 people were killed a day,” Marie recalled.
Throughout the years, as the Schockeys led
their school and watched the violence in
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Juárez escalate, they began to ask God for
a way into the police departments. They
wanted to give the officers an opportunity to learn about Christ’s offer of salvation, pray with them, and teach them God’s
Word. One year later, the Senders’ ministry
to police officers was born. The ministry
received a standing invitation into the first
police station for three days each week.
Carrying refreshments and Bibles, studentpastors drove to the station—once in the
morning and once in the afternoon—to lead
a short Bible study and prayer time with the
officers before they started their shifts. By
the end of the first two months, every officer
who gathered for the pre-shift studies was
praying with the Senders. Many often stayed
after the official gathering was over to ask
additional questions and to intercede for
relationships with family members and for
their roles as leaders in Juárez. Beginning to
see lives changed, the Senders continued to
pray, asking God to open the doors for them
to access five other police stations.

Isaac, right, reaches out and shares the Gospel in a public square in central Juárez.
He also has a daily ministry to pray with city bus drivers before their shifts.

Nolan, left, and Juan, a pastor and graduate of
Servant Senders, enjoy fellowship.

Recently, Servant Senders received permission to lead a short Bible study
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The group was given permission to hold
short Bible studies in each of the five stations they had been praying about. To this

day, Senders’ student-pastors Erick, Isaias,
Raymond, Enrique, Ramón, Javier, and Jose
Luis faithfully teach God’s Word and pray
with the policemen of Juárez. One policeman told Javier: “I’m really happy because
when you come, I feel peaceful; when you
talk with us, I feel something different. I
don’t know what happens in my heart, but I
feel totally different.”

desperate for hope. That’s when he showed
up at Refugio de La Roca de Israel or Refuge
of the Rock of Israel, led by Pastor Juan, a
Servant Senders graduate. Juan told him
about Christ’s sacrifice on the cross and
Javier saw an opportunity for a more fulfilling life—one founded in Jesus. Juan counseled Javier in biblical principles and Javier’s
life began to positively change.

Let your light so shine before
men, that they may see your good
works and glorify your Father in
heaven. Matthew 5:16

As his relationship with God matured, Javier
reached out to his family. In 2010, he shared
Christ with his ex-wife, who then chose to
follow Jesus. The couple was soon remarried.
Javier is currently a student in the Senders
program, and he calls his family, who still
live in Arizona, weekly to teach them what
he has learned that week. Javier also serves
as Juan’s assistant in the church.

Relationships Restored

After 23 years of marriage, Javier’s wife was
ready to call it quits. Javier’s excessive drinking, pursuit of money, and abusive behavior toward his family led to their divorce in
2006. Then, Javier’s work visa was revoked.
His profitable business of buying electronics in the U.S. and then taking them across
the border to sell them in Mexico was no
longer feasible. With many of his relatives
and friends living in Arizona, Javier felt
alone in Juárez. He was without money and

hospitality, Pepe stole the man’s furniture,
sold it for drug money, and fled the house.
Sometime later, Pepe showed up at the front
gate of Juan’s church begging for a plate of
food. There he met men in the Senders program, who helped Pepe establish a new life—
one which would rely on Christ, not drugs.

Lawbreaker Reaches Law
Enforcement

While walking through town, a man found
Pepe—a drug addict, who abused his wife
and had since been kicked out of his home—
alone on the streets. He took Pepe to his
home, and let him sleep there for a few
nights. Taking advantage of the nice man’s

Isaias prays with a police captain and
encourages him to serve God.
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and time of prayer with Juárez Police cadets. Some have already made professions of faith in Jesus Christ.
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Pablo, right, leads worship at a Christian-based rehabilitation center. Afterward,
Juan, left, led the men in a Bible study. Pablo and Juan are two of several students
who serve the spiritual needs at the center weekly.
Pepe trusted in Jesus as Lord and Savior,
and he entered the Senders program two
years later. After the cartel threat had made
it commonplace for Senders to be on-site at
police stations, trouble arose for Pepe. As
Marie recalled, Pepe had been concerned
about being a part of the ministry because,
before surrendering his life to Jesus, he “had
lived his life on the wrong side of the law.”
However, in most of the cases where police
officers recognized Pepe, they marveled at
his sincerely changed life—a change Pepe
credited solely to God.

Pepe to leave the police ministry and start a
similar study in the fire department.

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ,
he is a new creation; old things
have passed away; behold, all
things have become new.

One fireman, who needed help repairing the
roof of his house, invited Pepe over to help
with the work and have dinner with his family. While enjoying their meal, the fireman’s
father looked at Pepe and recognized him.
Pepe was sitting with the man whose furniture he had stolen years ago. He apologized
sincerely, and the man forgave the changed
Pepe. (Pepe is pictured on page 18).

2 Corinthians 5:17
But after teaching in the police department one afternoon, Pepe caught the ear
of a commandant who remembered Pepe
the criminal. The next day, the commandant started spreading rumors about Pepe,
saying that he was only pretending to be a
Christian to escape being arrested. Unsure
what to do, Pepe turned to Nolan and Marie
for advice—he wondered how he could
vindicate his name. But Nolan and Marie’s
counsel was to let it rest. They encouraged
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So Pepe headed to the local fire station,
where he spent his first day mopping the
floor and washing dishes. When the captain
arrived that afternoon, he was surprised to
see a stranger helping with chores. At Pepe’s
request, the captain granted Pepe permission to come to the fire station to pray with
and teach his men God’s Word. A few weeks
later, Pepe gained permission of all nine fire
stations in Juárez to expand the ministry.

Bibles, Buses, and Bases

Isaac and Pablo, two more student-pastors,
faithfully devote their Monday, Wednesday,
and Friday mornings to sharing Christ with
the city’s bus drivers. Three of the drivers,
who spend 12-13 hours each day carting
passengers around the city, have since committed their lives to Jesus and have stopped

Marie Schockey, left, co-founder of Servant
share a hug after Kika’s near-blind husband

Senders, often visits students’ extended family members like one student’s mother-in-law, Kika, who is pictured above. The women
received a new large print Bible. The Schockeys show Christ-like discipleship and love for others to the Servant Senders students.

“But lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither
moth nor rust destroys and where
thieves do not break in and steal.”

Word with the soldiers and pray for them.
The general had already noticed positive changes in some of his men after they
had heard Pablo teaching the Bible. So he
granted permission to Pablo and anyone
associated with the Senders to stand near
the gates of the military base to teach the
Scriptures and pray with the men.

Every Friday, Senders’ student-pastor Israel
accompanies Pablo to the gates outside the
main military base to pass out camouflagecovered Bibles and pray for the servicemen. Summoned to appear before the base
general and give an account for his intentions, Pablo, shaking yet bold, informed
the official that he was there to share God’s

The Senders’ Feed My Little Sheep program is dedicated to giving food, Bibles,
homework help, and hygiene lessons to
approximately 80 kids aged 5 to 18. Andy,
an intern with Senders, and Juan jointly
oversee this weekly meal. Undeterred by
the hectic commotion of hungry children,
Andy relishes the opportunity to show

arguing over customers—instead entrusting
their financial stability to God.

Matthew 6:20

Feeding the Children

them Christ’s love. He reflected, “It’s one
of the biggest blessings when I hear a kid
shout out, ‘Hey, I know that verse!’ That’s
what it’s all about,” Andy continued, “having them hide God’s Word in their hearts;
and despite all the bad things [they experience], they feel God’s love for them here
… To spend time with the kids and feed
them, not asking for anything in return …
it makes a difference.”
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El Paso and Juárez are separated by the
Rio Grande river, part of which forms a
portion of Texas and Mexico’s border.
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