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Seth Ramirez wandered down the California beach looking for a secluded spot to sit. While the rest of the On the
Edge (OTE) students were running around and making
new friends during the 2013 summer discipleship program’s kick-off camping trip, Seth had already made up
his mind that he wanted nothing to do with those people. So he sat down, alone, and hoped the next five weeks
would pass quickly. Before long, he noticed a counselor
coming toward him. I’ll just tell him what he wants to hear,
and he’ll leave me alone, Seth told himself. After growing
up in church, he knew the right words to say to convince
the counselors that he was a good person. But for reasons Seth didn’t understand, “I just started talking to the
counselor—I couldn’t stop,” Seth remembered. “Then he
looked me right in the eyes and shared his testimony with
me. His eyes never leaving mine—I could sense he was
being genuine.”
In the next few weeks, Seth started participating in classes
and outreaches. “I started reading my Bible and praying
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more,” he shared. “God was showing me that He is real
and true.” During a class, Seth heard the teacher refer to
God as ‘I AM.’ When Seth left the session, he re-read the
Bible passage in Exodus that was referenced, pondering its
meaning. “I AM is in the past, present, and future,” Seth
learned. “That means that He never changes. How could
I ever walk away from a God who is always the same?” As
God continued to reveal Himself, Seth trusted in Jesus as
Lord and Savior.
And God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.”
Exodus 3:14a
OTE is described as a five-week discipleship program designed to bring young men and women into a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ and to give them time to seek
the Lord’s will for their lives. With Bible classes, workshops, mission trips, community service, worship, and
daily devotions, the summer program, which originated
in 2009, provides avenues for students to grow in their

Far left: The teens, or “edgelings,” laugh as
they participate in one of many engaging
activities. The On the Edge (OTE) program
holds a five-week discipleship course
every summer and a three-day retreat
during winter.
Above: Seth Ramirez, left, hugs Justin
Siedschlag as they reunite at the 2014
Winter Retreat. Seth’s father pastors a
Calvary Chapel in Fredericksburg, VA.
left: Ty Wickline, right, helps student
Daniel Marshall answer a Bible question
as Timothy Henderson challenges other
youth to participate.
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relationships with Jesus. In the winter, many students return for a three-day retreat to be refreshed and encouraged through God’s Word.
“The OTE staff disciples the students by taking time to
say, ‘Hey, can we talk?’ and by always having their Bibles
open,” Seth reflected. “One moment during a service, I
was sitting by a counselor when I got bad news from
home. I hadn’t cried since middle school, but I couldn’t
stop myself that day. This dude just wrapped me up, covered my face so no one would see me, and walked me
to the back of the room and prayed for me. He was still
praying even after the service ended.” When the OTE
summer program ended, Seth submitted a Bible college
application and moved to Murrieta, CA, just two weeks
later. Now finishing his second semester of school, Seth
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looks forward to being in pastoral ministry one day. But
until then, he happily serves wherever he can. During
the 2014 OTE winter retreat, Seth was a middle-school
counselor. On the final night of the event, he stood with
the other leaders at the front of the auditorium, available for prayer. “This one kid from my group came up
for prayer,” Seth remembered, “It was so cool to be able
to wrap him up and pray, just like someone had once
done for me.”
Fruit that Remains
Daniel and Joey Marshall have spent the last two years in
OTE. Their father, Pastor John Marshall of CC Ruidoso,
NM, sensed that the program would be a good experience
for his teenagers. While in California, the brothers were
deeply impacted. Daniel confessed: “My dad is a pastor,

and I went to a Christian school for five years, so I knew
the Bible pretty well. But that summer, I really began to
understand what it meant to have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. All of the head knowledge I had
as a pastor’s kid went into my heart for the first time.” Acknowledging God’s Spirit at work in his life through the
program, Daniel continued, “Between all the classes, devotions, and worship, I started pursuing God.”
“I used to be worried about what everyone thought about
me,” Daniel stated. But after being mentored, he said, “I
wanted to share the Lord with others and read my Bible
daily.” This summer, instead of returning to Murrieta for
more training, Daniel hopes to serve the Lord as a camp
counselor just outside his city in New Mexico. “After two
years of OTE, I feel prepared to go out to other places and

Below left: Brothers Daniel and Joey Marshall have
been discipled at OTE for the last two years.
Bottom left corner: Students enjoy time together
relaxing in The Overflowing Cup, the coffee house
located on the campus of CC Bible College and
Conference Center in Murrieta Hot Springs, CA.
Below: When an OTE leader asked students how they
were feeling, nearly 100 youths jumped up, and with
laughter they chanted back, “We feel good, oh we
feel so good!” OTE is a ministry of CC Costa Mesa, CA.

Let no one despise your youth,
but be an example 1 Timothy 4:12a
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serve. I want to have an impact on kids’ lives now, like my
counselors had on me,” he explained.
Heart of Worship
Snow dusted the Marshall’s front yard in December. As
Joey peered out his window, he took a moment to consider
the beauty of God’s creation. “It used to be that I would
only worship God in a church service. But I’ve gotten
to a point where I can worship God anywhere, just seeing the awesome things He does,” Joey shared. The high
school sophomore, also known as “the funny kid” to his
classmates, hasn’t always understood worship this way. He
learned, “I have to have a relationship with God to be able
to worship Him. Before OTE, it was all about religion for
me,” said Joey. During his first time attending the disciple-

ship program, Joey was placed in a dorm with Aaron Sabio
as his room counselor. Aaron, who is now OTE’s director,
was at that time the worship leader. “I got to talk to Aaron
about what worship is not; It’s not just singing and playing
guitar in front of people—that’s just a small part of it,” Joey
explained. “Worship is anything we do that brings glory to
God, anything that pleases Him.”
In the future, Joey hopes to be a worship leader on the mission field. “I want to lead worship for teenagers because I
want to show teens that there’s nothing weird or awkward
about worshiping God,” he began. “Before, I didn’t want to
raise my hands or show people that I loved to worship because I didn’t want my friends to think I was weird.”
Fun and Games
“How do you feel?” Aaron shouted from the stage of the
auditorium. Nearly 100 students jumped up from their
seats, and with laughter they chanted back, “We feel
good, oh we feel so good!” Later that day, leaders Timothy
“Timmy Time” Henderson and Youjay Baird rapped for
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the students. Their lyrics, “I’m dying to
live,” echoed through the Murrieta campus as teenagers were encouraged to follow Christ in order to truly live. When
Aaron, a Calvary Chapel Bible College
graduate was asked to assume leader- Aaron Sabio
ship of the program, “I was blown away,”
Aaron remembered. “I’m so young and inexperienced, but
I decided that if the Lord was calling me, I would do it.”
Within days of the 2014 winter retreat, Aaron received
feedback. “A younger student who comes to my youth
group was struggling, but I just found out that she rededicated her life to the Lord at the retreat,” he shared.
“We’re going on the edge of the kingdom of darkness,”
said Rod Thompson, who founded the program with
Caleb Chaney, and patterned it after a similar program
that Rod helped establish at CC Bible College Europe
in Vajta, Hungary. Caleb has since moved to Kauai to
oversee an OTE program there. As students learn about
God’s redemption through Jesus, many turn to Him and
overcome sin issues. Rod continued, “We had a kid who
was in prostitution—that [fact] came out while she was
here. We’ve had drug addicts and dealers, kids who were
cutting themselves. They come here, and God does a
work and sets them free.”
Dying to Live
If my dad finds out, I’m in trouble, Summer Hamideh worried as she sat inside a Christian church. Knowing that
her Muslim father would object to her whereabouts, she
slouched down in her seat and ignored the pastor’s sermon. After several events in the family, the Hamideh’s
were forced to leave their mosque. Summer still prided
herself in being Muslim, though, and a Christian church
was the last place she wanted to be. But after her parents’
recent divorce, her mother had been seeking spiritual refuge there. “My mom couldn’t leave me home alone, so she
couldn’t go if I didn’t go. I felt so bad for her that I caved in
a couple times and went with her,” said Summer.
A few months later, Summer yielded to Jesus as the way,
the truth, and the life. When she revealed her conversion
to her father, she sent him a detailed text message explaining her experience. “He responded by turning off my cell
phone. That was two years ago,” Summer shared. “He
hasn’t talked to me since.” But for Summer, now a junior in
high school, the extraordinary price to follow Christ has
been worth it. With a smile, she exclaimed, “I love Jesus!
He set a fire in my heart that hasn’t gone out.”

Summer reflected, “I didn’t really have a strong relationship with God before OTE.” But, she added, through the
dedicated discipleship training she received, her relationship with the Lord was strengthened. At a camping trip
during the program, Summer spoke with her camp counselor, who helped her surrender to God aspects of her life
that she had not previously given Him authority over.
Now great multitudes went with Him. And He turned
and said to them, “If anyone comes to Me and does not
hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers
and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My
disciple. Luke 14:25-26

Left: Pastor David Guzik of CC Santa Barbara, CA, prays
with Patrick Coltharp. David taught at the winter retreat.
Above: Rod Thompson explains baptism to students.
Before starting OTE, Rod helped to pioneer a similar
program in Europe called “A Vision for Life.”
Middle right: Bible study time is interspersed with various
activities and games on CCBC campus.
Bottom right: Students play wih local kids in Mexico during
a mission trip which was part of the summer discipleship
program. Photos on this page by Andrew Capili
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Pastor David Guzik of CC Santa Barbara, CA, explained to
nearly 100 teenagers in January: “He [Jesus, in Luke 14] is
not talking about petty family squabbles or difficulties you
have with your parents where you wish they would relax
and not make you clean your room so much.” He continued, “If Jesus was a teacher of love, then why does He speak
about hate here? He’s talking about a comparative attitude.
Jesus is saying, ‘You’ve got to put Me so far in front of your
family relationships and even the way you relate to yourself
that to compare the two would be like you love Me and
you hate them.’” David was one of several speakers who
expounded the Scriptures over the weekend.
Embracing God’s Plans
Janda Chase thought she had life figured out. After high
school, she would take a six-month mission trip and then
get her Bachelor’s Degree in Biochemistry. But when she
returned from her mission trip, a friend from CC Whittier,
CA, invited her to OTE’s Winter Retreat, where she was
challenged to consider her life choices. “The Pharisees in
Mark 12 loved the most important seats in the synagogue.
We are so often like that too; we want the best title, the
nicest house, to be better than other people,” said Janda.
“But those things don’t fulfill us. It was encouraging to be
with a body of young people who are dying to the things of
the world and embracing a life of knowing Christ.” Janda
has since given her future to God and looks forward to the
plans He has for her, “We have to die to the plans we think
we want for ourselves,” she concluded.

taken opportunities to share her testimonies with her
family—despite tension from her parents’ divorce.
Janda realized that God had answered her prayers: her
brother has been regularly attending church, and she continues to have occasions to share Jesus with others. She
concluded, “Every day I have an opportunity to choose to
follow God wherever He’s leading me.”
On the Edge Summer Program
June 20—July 26, 2014
In addition to Murrieta, Calvary Chapel offers OTE in
Kauai, HI, and a similar discipleship program called
A Vision for Life, in Vajta, Hungary.
ote.cccm.com/summer/
ontheedgekauai.com
ccbce.com/en/a-vision-for-life.html

“I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who
live, but Christ lives in me.” Galatians 2:20a
While in Murrieta, Janda fasted and prayed for her older
brother. “I asked God to show me how I can show him
what dying to self looks like,” Janda shared. She realized that it would require her to get out of her comfort
zone: “I need to speak up with people about what Christ
has done for me.” After the weekend ended, Janda made
plans to get coffee with a non-believing friend. During
their visit, Janda remembered what she had learned in
an OTE workshop about witnessing to friends and the
importance of loving and listening to them. She asked
him what he was looking forward to in the coming year
and paid attention to his plans. Eventually, he began asking her questions too. Janda explained, “I was baptized
when I was really young, but I’ve come to understand
more about my salvation throughout the years and am
preparing to be re-baptized. I was able to share this with
him, and he was responsive to what God was doing in my
life.” Janda, excited to share Jesus’ love and truth, has also
12

Left: Joey Marshall prays during OTE in January. He
admits that his life has been transformed by Jesus since
he first attended two years ago.
Above: Summer Hamideh says goodbye to friends as the
winter retreat ends. She grew up in a Muslim family and
now desires to serve Christ.
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