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Top: Pastor Phil Metzger of CC Budapest in Hungary prays
during a performance of A Story of Grace.
Above: Members of the Calvary Budapest Classical
Orchestra Team play songs at CC Costa Mesa, CA, while on
their U.S. tour.
Right: Feri Salai plays a cimbalom, which is a traditional
Hungarian instrument.
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A Testimony of Grace—Rózsa
“Under communism we never really heard of or cared
about God. Sometimes my mom would mention God
at home, but He was never to be spoken of out of the
house and especially not at school,” remembered Rózsa
Tóth of her life in Hungary. “I met Calvary Chapel missionaries from California in the summer of 1991, and my
life changed. I didn’t speak English, and they had only
learned a few words in my own language, Hungarian. But
the words they learned really impacted me.” The believers learned to say “Jesus loves you,” in Rózsa’s mother
tongue—words that forever changed her life. Rózsa believed in Jesus as Lord and Savior and has been attending church since, serving in the cleaning ministry at CC
Budapest, Hungary.
Just after the fall of the Soviet Union in 1989, a pastor
in Serbia, which was then Yugoslavia, urged Pastor Brian Brodersen of CC Vista, CA (now senior pastor of CC
Costa Mesa, CA) to minister with him in Eastern Europe.
“Let’s just go and see what the Lord will do,” Brian said to

a small team from his church. After they arrived in Serbia,
they located the nearest big city, which was Subotica. It
was in “The Monkey Place,” a downtown square where
young people socialized, that the team ministered for
the next two weeks. The believers rode skateboards and
played guitars with locals. The Europeans were intrigued
by the foreigners and were captivated by the message of
Jesus Christ which the foreigners proclaimed. One after
another, young people were trusting in Jesus as Lord and
Savior. At the end of their trip, Brian promised the new
converts, “In 30 days someone is going to come right back
to this square to help you grow in your faith.”
One month later, Mike Harris from California also flew
to Subotica. Soon after, Rod Thompson and Greg Opean
arrived in the Hungarian city of Baja. Phil Metzger and
others would later join the work. The young missionaries
went with God’s love and watched as His grace flooded
Eastern Europe. Today there are over 23 Calvary Chapels
in Hungary, over 18 in Ukraine, and several in Romania,
Serbia, and scattered throughout the former Eastern Bloc.
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A Story of Grace
Missionary and pastor of CC Budapest, Phil Metzger,
toured through the U.S. in June and July with the Calvary
Budapest Classical Worship Team. Through music and
testimonies, they narrated the history of Calvary Chapel’s
entrance and ministry in Eastern Europe. After reflecting
upon the many transformed lives he has seen throughout
the years, Phil acknowledged, “That’s the power of the
Gospel.” The tour was a way for Phil and his team to thank
churches who have partnered with the ministry in Europe
and supported missions. They also hoped to encourage
believers to meditate on the grace that God has bestowed
upon their own lives. During each performance, Phil defined grace as “undeserved kindness from God toward us”
and reminded audiences that God’s grace is sufficient.
In addition to the tour, Phil recently completed a book
called A Story of Grace, detailing the work in Eastern
Europe. “The book is not about something good that started and then just got better and better. It shares the honest story of pain and failure too,” explained Phil. “There’s
grace for salvation, but there’s also grace through pain. He
will carry us through every dark valley, every trial, and every issue that we could go through—God’s grace is greater.”
A Testimony of Grace—Jani
“I lost my father very early in life. And by the time I was
17, all I cared about was partying and skateboarding,”
confessed Jani Németh years later. “I had never attended
a church. But that summer I met some Christians from
the States who were skateboarding.” Jani was living in

Esztergom, a city north of Budapest. Jani and the missionaries didn’t speak the same language, but they had skateboarding in common. The missionaries invited Jani to
their Bible study. “They seemed like cool guys, so I went,”
he remembered. “There was something special about these
guys. They loved skateboarding just as much as I did, but
they also knew Christ and there was love in their hearts.
Skateboarding wasn’t an idol to them like it was for me.”
That night, Jani heard about Jesus for the first time and
surrendered his life to Him. Soon the small Bible study
evolved into a church. Jani eventually became the pastor in
Esztergom and helped start several other churches. Today,
he assists Phil in Budapest.

Calvary Chapel Budapest
astoryofgrace.org
golgotabudapest.hu
missions@ccbce.com

Videos: calvarymagazine.org
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Above left: Pastors stand to pray for an extra measure of grace for ministering at Phil’s invitation. The orchestra
team performed at the CC Senior Pastors Conference in July.
Above right: Left to right, Mike and Marika Payne, Eszter Maros, and Phil Metzger sing in English and Hungarian.
Right: Cellist Teodóra Géczi and violinists play while the performers and audience sing along with a video
recording of the Calvary Budapest Choir, which is seen in the background.
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