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Fulfilling
God’s
Calling
A Need for Wise &
Trusted Counselors
Rodney Finch, founding pastor of CC Cary in Apex, NC,
was stationed at Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton in
Southern California in 1985. He and his wife Elvira had
only been believers for a short time when they shared the
Gospel with another military couple. The Finches were
surprised at how open their friends were to receiving
Christ as Lord and Savior. Rodney stumbled through the
prayer of salvation with them, which was the first time
he had led anyone to Jesus. As he finished, Rodney felt
responsible to mentor the husband. Rodney sensed God
tell him, Since you led him to Christ, now it is your responsibility to mentor and disciple him in Christ. The two young
military men began meeting in front of their office during
lunch to study the Bible together.
“I was a new believer and could have listed my lack of qualifications rather than obey the voice of the Lord,” Rodney
remembered. “However, through the Holy Spirit’s guidance, a Bible, and Bible dictionary, we learned many things
together as we grew in understanding.” Looking back,
Rodney recognizes that this first discipleship experience
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was an early step on his journey to the pastorate. “It was
a privilege to be a part of this man’s growth—like watching a caterpillar become a butterfly.” The man took Bible
courses online and eventually began serving in the ministry at CC Vista, CA.

Above: Bill Davis, left, shares how the men’s discipleship group is influencing his life. Pastor Rodney Finch of CC
Cary, NC, right, leads the group. Photos by Thomas Butalid
Inset: During men’s discipleship group, Vernon Davis thanks Rodney for helping him through serious medical issues.
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What Is a Mentor?
By Pastor Rodney Finch, CC Cary, NC

The word mentor means: “a wise and trusted counselor or teacher.” The Bible is full of examples of mentorship although the word isn’t found in the Bible. The
word disciple might be more befitting of Scripture. I
think of Moses and Jethro (Exodus 18) and Eli and
Samuel (1 Samuel 1-4). Jesus had His style of mentorship as He told His disciples: “Follow Me, and I will
make you become fishers of men” (Mark 1:17b). And
as we peruse the pages of the New Testament, we find
that Paul the apostle was an excellent mentor.
One of the best examples for Paul’s mentorship would
be Timothy. Paul met Timothy on his first missionary journey to Lystra and then returned to find him
walking strong with the Lord Jesus. Paul then began
mentoring Timothy as they traveled: preaching and
teaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Later, Paul would
establish Timothy as pastor of the church in Ephesus.
First and Second Timothy are Paul’s letters of instruction on the various duties of leading/mentoring

Working Outside the Box
In his new book, Lessons from a Church Planter,
Pastor Rob Salvato talks about mentoring and making time for younger men. He wrote, “I would challenge any pastor who is over 40 to seriously consider
the generation coming up behind us. Their hearts are
zealous for the Lord, with a passion for Jesus that is
contagious! … Yes, they might question the system
and ask why things are being done the way they are,
but that is okay, especially when they want to understand the reason why. … The younger generation has
a tendency to think outside the box, which is good!
In the Bible, we see God often working outside the
box. If, perhaps, they challenge us to break out of our
comfort zone, is that really a bad thing? I, for one, am
willing to welcome the challenge.”
Rob also wrote about the value of having godly mentors in his life—people who would be honest enough
to tell him when he was wrong or not seeing things
clearly. After being a youth pastor at CC Vista, Rob
and his family moved to Oregon to plant a church,
and Pastor Jon Courson of Applegate Christian
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a church. Some of that instruction came to Timothy
in the form of rebuke and correction, exhortation
and encouragement, which are often components of
mentorship. The mentor should teach, train, instruct,
rebuke, and correct so “that the man of God may be
complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work”
(2 Timothy 3:17).
God has filled the body of Christ with many potential
mentors. The official church leaders cannot personally meet all the mentoring needs of their congregations. While it may not be possible for shepherds to
personally disciple each person in need, they should
seek to help these sheep find godly mentors. And
if time, talent, and resources are available, help to
provide the local community with opportunities for
biblical mentoring and discipleship programs. It has
been said, “Every Paul needs a Timothy and every
Timothy needs a Paul.”
Listen to counsel and receive instruction, that you
may be wise in your latter days. Proverbs 19:20

Fellowship became a much-needed mentor. “Jon
shared something with me that I didn’t give much
thought to in that moment, but I later realized it was
absolutely prophetic in nature. He said, ‘Rob, I have
no doubt that God is going to use you because He is
faithful to His Word, and you will be faithful to teach
His Word. But here’s the thing. This church plant is
not so much about what God is going to do through
your life but rather what He is going to do in your life.
I believe that this new church plant is God’s training
ground for your future.’ Years later I came to realize
the truth of that statement. God had to get me out
of my comfort zone and away from the people I had
come to lean on so that I would instead learn to lean
upon Him.” Rob would later understand the validity
of Jon’s counsel as Rob was called back to California
to take leadership of CC Vista. Rob remembered
hearing Jon put it this way: “Our goal should not be
to grow big churches, but to grow big people.”
For by wise counsel you will wage your own war,
and in a multitude of counselors there is safety.
Proverbs 24:6

Above: Pastor Buddy Osborn, right, mentors Benjamin Tichy after men’s Bible study at The Rock, Calvary Chapel
Kensington in Philadelphia, PA. Photo by Geraldine Wilkins

Effective Ministry
By Pastor Pat Johnson, CC Marshall, MN

Barnabas, the “son of encouragement,” stands out to
me as a wonderful example of a great mentor. Following him through the Book of Acts encourages
me. In Acts 11, we read that he not only was “ … a
good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith” (Acts
11:24a), but he also encouraged them all to remain
true to the Lord. When a great number of people
came to Christ, Barnabas reached out to get Paul
involved, after which they taught huge numbers of
people. This is when the disciples, the mentored ones,
were first called Christians. Barnabas took a stand for

John Mark in Acts 15, to which Paul was in disagreement. Later Paul confessed Mark to be “useful to
me for ministry” (2 Timothy 4:11b). Barnabas was a
highly effective mentor, with one or with many.
The most fruitful times of discipleship for us at
CC Marshall seem to be when we open the Word together, talk through the text and relate how it touches
everyday lives, and pray together. It seems to be effective whenever honest interaction can take place.
A wise man is strong, yes, a man of knowledge
increases strength. Proverbs 24:5
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