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Dan and Laurie Broman greeted the couple sitting behind
them in the sanctuary of Cornerstone Calvary Chapel in
Howell, NJ. “They were new believers,” Laurie recalled.
“The wife told me she was thinking about going to the
women’s Christmas celebration and asked if I would go
with her.” The ladies attended the event together and
quickly became good friends.
The Bromans have attended Cornerstone since it started
in 1994 and have known the church’s senior pastor, Chris
McCarrick, for 10 years prior to that. With their experience and years spent serving God, they were equipped to
disciple their new friends. “They were eager and hungry
to do what was right. We just offered advice when they
asked for it and encouraged them in the basics of consistently being in God’s Word and obeying what His Word
says,” Laurie shared.
Having been built on the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, in whom the whole building, being fitted together,
grows into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also
are being built together for a dwelling place of God in
the Spirit. Ephesians 2:20-22
A Heart for the People
In 1979, Chris McCarrick and his wife, Marion, moved to
Oregon. While there, they saw a need for verse-by-verse
Bible teaching and started a church five years later. But after a year of nearly empty services, Chris felt the Lord tell
him it was time to move on. In 1988, the family, now with
four children, returned to their home state of New Jersey
and got plugged in to Calvary Chapel Old Bridge, NJ.
A few years later, Chris was invited to teach a midweek
Bible study to a small group of believers who lived too far
away from church to commute for evening studies. The
group steadily began to grow, and the believers desired to
turn it into an official church. “God was doing a work,”
Chris noted. After already trying one church plant, Chris
didn’t see himself as a candidate to be this group’s pastor.
He sought two different men and urged them to consider
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leading the church, but both turned him down, simply acknowledging, “You’re the pastor.”
“Initially I didn’t have plans for it to be a church, but I
prayed for God to give me a heart for the people there,”
Chris remembered. Chris sought counsel from God’s
Word and other pastors and was convinced that he needed
to step out in faith and try again. “You’ll never know if you
don’t go for it,” one pastor advised him.

For we walk by faith, not by sight. 2 Corinthians 5:7
For the first Sunday service of Cornerstone Calvary Chapel,
35 people met in the McCarrick’s living room. The next
week, there were 15. But over the following six months,
the fellowship outgrew the living room and moved into a
school. “In 2001, God blessed us with our own building,”
Chris added.

Above: Pastors Chris McCarrick, left, and Colin
Thompson, right, pray for Joe Angotti and Kelly
MacGorman before their mission trips to the
Dominican Republic and Haiti.
Top right: The Pazak family greets people as they
arrive for Sunday service. The church recently
enlarged their foyer to give more space for
extended fellowship before and after services.
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“Church planting is not for
the faint-hearted.” Chris McCarrick
Right: Left to right, Jenny Broman,
Joanna Thompson, and Christina
Angotti laugh before church.
Below: Jay Duarte, left, prays with
two of the youth.
Bottom right: Left to right, Olidia
Grasso, Paul Grasso, and John
Kirsch discuss the sermon.

“Church planting is not for the faint-hearted,” Chris
warned. “You have to be willing to stay committed to it. In
Oregon, I saw a need for a church but wasn’t necessarily
being led by the Lord. This time, I was more mature and
had grown in perseverance. I knew the Lord was in this
and saw a clear leading of the Holy Spirit.”

when witnessing to people,” said Eric. “I recently read
Pilgrim’s Progress. One line in the book mentions they had
conversation that was profitable. That’s how I feel with my
brothers at the church: once in a while our conversation
will turn to sports, but I love that most of the time we’re
talking about the Gospel.”

Your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, “This is
the way, walk in it,” whenever you turn to the right hand
or whenever you turn to the left. Isaiah 30:21

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom,
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your
hearts to the Lord. Colossians 3:16

Eric’s Story
“I lived most of my life for drugs and alcohol,” confessed
Eric Malmros. “I wasted 30 years of my life and had been
through all kinds of addictions.” But in 2011, Eric’s life
changed dramatically. As he was driving one day, he noticed a bumper sticker on the car in front of him from The
Bridge Christian Radio, a ministry of Cornerstone and
CC Old Bridge. Eric felt compelled to change his radio to
The Bridge, which primarily broadcasts pastors’ teachings.
Eric listened to the station every day after that, and a few
weeks later—through a flood of tears—he surrendered
his life to Jesus. “God freed me from bondage that I was
in. He helped me quit drinking and doing drugs. Other
things came more slowly; it took a year for my language to
get cleaned up,” he said.
Eric began visiting churches and asking his wife to listen to The Bridge. “I had an urgent need to get more of
God’s Word. I was listening to The Bridge all the time
but needed fellowship too. After my wife had listened to
Chris McCarrick on the radio one day, we decided to try
out Cornerstone,” Eric shared. When they walked into
the church, they felt right at home. “These people are our
family now. Everyone is so supportive,” said Eric.

Like Father, Like Son
“My dad started a home Bible study when I was seven
years old, and when I was eight, he decided to teach
Sunday mornings,” recalled Mike McCarrick, Chris’s son.
“I always loved being involved in the ministry—setting up
the chairs and sound system or helping my dad with whatever he was doing. As I got older, I began to feel my own
calling to be in ministry.” As a teenager, Mike led worship
for the youth group and eventually
moved in to leading Sunday morning
worship. Reflecting, Mike commented, “I think you know that the Lord is
calling you into ministry if: one, you
have a desire to serve the Lord; two,
there is an open door; and three, you
have confirmation from God’s Word
and godly counsel. Anytime I’ve Mike McCarrick

Though naturally Eric has always considered himself shy,
today he says he feels like a different person. “The people
I’ve met at Cornerstone have pulled me out of my comfort
zone. I’m not one to volunteer for things, but my wife and
I are greeters now, and I’m ushering and doing evangelism,” Eric laughed. “One of the first guys I bumped into at
Cornerstone was John Kirsch. He led me to the men’s Bible
study and then invited me to help with his outreach at the
mall.” Eric distributes tracts and engages shoppers with the
truth of God’s Word. “I’m not an accomplished evangelist—
I just keep it simple and give them the Gospel,” he added.
“One thing that John has impressed upon me is the importance of knowing and meditating on Scripture. He’s
memorized quite a bit of it, and it comes in handy to know
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felt a call to do something in ministry, it’s been filtered
through this: desire, door, confirmation.” Mike became
Cornerstone’s assistant pastor after attending a discipleship program in Montana and spending a year-and-a-half
on the mission field.
A Clear Vision
The believers at Cornerstone have a passion for both local
and world missions, Mike noted. “We go into town on a
regular basis with food and Gospel presentations. We also
take a number of trips each year to Haiti and Africa. My
dad’s heart as senior pastor is that people catch the vision
and desire to serve the Lord,” Mike mentioned.
Chris added, “We’ve always been supportive of missions.
But we used to take a ‘shotgun approach,’ where we would
send money or support a missionary here and there. About
six years ago, I was in prayer about this. I was frustrated
with the mission’s program—it was chaotic, with no clarity
or direction. So I asked the Lord what to do, and I felt Him
tell me to zero in on just a couple of areas in the world.
Ever since then, we’ve had one or two key areas we direct
our attention to. Since having a clearer vision, our church
body has stepped forward to really support missions.”
Where there is no vision, the people perish.
Proverbs 29:18a (KJV)
A Living Hope
As Dan Kazanjian and two other believers from
Cornerstone were delivering donated groceries to families
in their community, they noticed a group of young men
nearby. “We went up to them to talk about Jesus,” said Dan.
“At first, they just laughed and mocked us, but the Lord
filled us with His Spirit and gave us boldness. I started
sharing with them that it doesn’t matter what we’ve done or
how bad we’ve been; we’re all sinners and have fallen short
of God’s glory. Then I told them that the only sin God
doesn’t forgive is not accepting His gift of salvation. One
guy was almost crying. He said that no one in his family
had ever loved or cared about him—that’s why he joined
a gang.” Dan comforted him by telling him that His heavenly Father cares about him. “He didn’t give his life to the
Lord right there, but his heart was softened,” Dan added.

“Our outreach program is a huge part of Cornerstone. We
go door-to-door to bless families with food, just as Jesus
met people’s physical needs as well as their spiritual needs.
We share with them that the food will eventually perish,
but we have a Living Hope that won’t perish—Jesus. People are giving their lives to the Lord every week.”
And Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. He who
comes to Me shall never hunger, and he who believes in
Me shall never thirst.” John 6:35
One of the biggest events for Cornerstone every year is
Bridgefest, a festival put on by The Bridge Christian Radio.

“ ... but we have a Living Hope
that won’t perish—Jesus.” Dan Kazanjian
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Volunteers from the church dedicate funds and time to
serve meals to the many Bridgefest volunteers and radio
teachers who attend the event. The church also does street
evangelism beforehand, where they invite neighboring
communities to join them at the beachside event. Mike
McCarrick leads a youth rally, while his sister, Kim, who is
The Bridge’s station manager, heads up the entire festival.
Being Available
The Cornerstone pastors desired to start a café at the church
and enlarge the foyer so that people could linger between
services for extended fellowship. So when Gary and Gale
Strevell, who have run cafés at their previous churches, arrived at Cornerstone two years ago, they quickly got to
work establishing a café and bookstore. “People are not in
a hurry to get home anymore,” Gary noted. Gale added,
“People seem relaxed and want to stay around. We look
around and see people huddled together for prayer. The
pastors are always out there, looking to minister and be
used by God.”

Above: Passing a ball, Christie Guida teaches the
kindergartners at Cornerstone.
Upper left: Pastor Chris’s wife, Marion, plays with
children in the nursery.
Upper right: Dan Kazanjian, center, and Stephanie
McNerlin teach a class for those with special needs.
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“You can’t minister to people unless you are among the
people,” stated Colin Thompson, overseeing pastor of the
youth, children’s, and young adult’s ministries. Oftentimes,
Colin will meet a young person in the foyer on Sunday and
follow-up with them during the week. He continued, “Our
heart is to disciple and raise up believers in their faith.”
And let us consider one another in order to stir up
love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of
ourselves together ... and so much the more as you see
the Day approaching. Hebrews 10:24-25

Cornerstone Calvary Chapel

cstonecc.org
mailbox@cstonecc.org
732-901-5525

Above: An audience at Bridgefest 2014 listens as Chris McCarrick and other pastors answer Bible questions.
Top right: Chris, left, answers a Bible question for one of his radio program listeners. The man attended a live
question and answer session at Bridgefest which was also aired live on The Bridge Radio.
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