






life, like some victims. He told them they 
didn’t understand the true meaning of life 
and death, adding, “For us, there is no end. 
But for you, there is an end.” The perse-
cutors respected him so much that some 
came to him privately to ask questions. 
His experience gives him a compassion for 
other victims. 

Skip related, “He told us, ‘We don’t call this a camp; we 
call it a community. I don’t call these people refugees: I 
live with them; they are my relatives.’” The community’s 
clean and orderly social amenities are in the large garden 
area around the church. In shed-style container build-
ings, there is a library, a music school, and a kindergar-
ten. Skip added, “He’s really focusing on teaching them 
forgiveness because otherwise, when they grow up, they’ll 
want to take revenge on those who have hurt them. He 
believes the future of Iraq is teaching the children about 
the Gospel and having them hear and see the love of Jesus 
Christ. That will change the nation, as they learn what for-
giveness is.” Reload Love will help support Douglas’s work 
with the children.

The Power of Forgiveness
Other displaced people were open to the message of for-
giveness in Jesus’ name. Skip taught a Wednesday night 
service at a Christian church in Erbil where a large lighted 
cross stood outside. 

The building was packed with more than 300 people, 
many of them displaced. “The Lord impressed on me to 
speak about [the biblical prophet] Jonah, because many of 
them were from Mosul—in the Nineveh Province, so they 
are Ninevites. Jonah didn’t want to go to Nineveh because 
he didn’t want God to show mercy on those he hated. The 
ancient Ninevites were butchers; they cut people’s heads 
off. He didn’t want God to ever forgive them. I shared that 
God wants us to extend forgiveness, and how that can 
change a person’s life—even a culture. Afterward, many 

came to thank me for the message, saying it had done a 
deep work in their hearts.” 

One attendee shared her story: She had considered herself 
Muslim before ISIS raided her village and killed her hus-
band and son. When she went to the mosque for help, they 
turned her away. So she went to a Christian church and 
received food and shelter. “That’s when she realized every-
thing she had heard about Christianity was a lie,” Jarrett 
recalled. “That’s why she came to the church in Erbil. She 
said, ‘Now I finally understand who Jesus is.’”

The Erbil church’s pastor, Malath Baythoun, shares Christ 
with many displaced people in the city and at IDP camps; 
he has seen his church swell with displaced people over 
the past year. He explained that many Iraqis who grew up 
with the label ‘Muslim’ now want no part of Islam because 
of the atrocities. Skip related, “He told us, ‘There’s a crack 
in Iraq’—Islam is being seen for what it is, and there is an 
opening now for the Gospel like he has never seen before.” 
Malath estimated that in some places mosque attendance 
has dropped by almost 70 percent since the ISIS attacks 
began last year. 

Reload Love and Samaritan’s Purse will continue to stay 
connected with the Christian pastors and communities in 
Iraq, reaching out in Jesus’ name. 

Calvary Albuquerque
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“That’s when she realized everything she had 
heard about Christianity was a lie. ... She said, 
‘Now I �nally understand who Jesus is.’”  
Jarrett Petero

Douglas 
Bazi

Additional Iraq relief efforts on page 56

Above: A young girl is one of over 2 million internally displaced people living at camps in Iraq. Photo by Skip Heitzig
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