Above: A mother and her child cross the street as police form a barricade in
Baltimore, MD. Authorities were concerned that another incident might incite
additional rioting, which had pummeled the city days before.
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Left: Chaplains lay hands on and pray with a Baltimore, MD, resident who heard the
Gospel and accepted Jesus as his Savior.

Chaplains
Offer the
Hope of Christ
in Troubled
Times
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Calvary Chapel chaplains have brought
God’s peace, comfort, and salvation
while serving with the Billy Graham
Rapid Response Team in communities
stricken by tragedy, disaster, or civil
unrest. CC Philadelphia, PA, provides
chaplain training for men and women
who feel called to minister to the hurting.
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In downtown Baltimore, MD, Pennsylvania Avenue was
in pandemonium. The CVS drugstore had been burned
by rioters on Monday, April 27—the day of shooting victim Freddie Gray’s funeral, the day the riots had started,
and the day the governor of Maryland had declared a
state of emergency and had activated the National Guard.
The next day, residents, protestors, and spectators milled
around restlessly, waiting for news of the trial. Law enforcement officers stood side-by-side in ranks, tense and
tired, watching the crowd. Kids on bicycles wove through

pedestrians and cars, curious about what would happen
on the day after the initial violence.
From Anger to Joy
Wearing a bright orange vest designating him as part of
the Billy Graham Rapid Response Team, Daniel Vasquez
and two other chaplains were talking to people on the
street. One slender young man with dreadlocks held up
his bandaged hand and began swearing. “Those cops, they
shot me with pepper shells!” he exclaimed, full of anger.

Michael listened intently. He expressed faith in God but
doubted that Jesus was real. One of the other chaplains
had just been to Israel and described the empty tomb
and archaeological evidence of Jesus’ ministry. After
nearly half an hour, Michael said, “I want to be a Christian.” He asked God to forgive him and come into his
life. After prayer and several hearty hugs, he began
opening up. With tears, he told them he had been rejected by his father.

Daniel gently said, “The police are not the answer; the
government is not the answer. The only answer we have
in this world is Jesus Christ.” The young man, Michael,
looked at him with surprise and curiosity. The chaplains
prayed for Michael and his injured hand. Michael lingered,
and they told him about God’s love and how He sent His
Son, Jesus, to die so that all who believe in Him will have
eternal life.

“Brother,” the other chaplain said, putting his arm around
Michael, “you are no longer rejected; you are part of the
family of God.” Michael grinned. For you are all sons of
God through faith in Christ Jesus (Galatians 3:26). They
gave him a study Bible and showed him where to start
reading. Later that day, he approached them again, beaming: “I just read my Bible, the Gospel of John!” By Friday,
Michael was still smiling as he returned with his sister and
friends, asking the chaplains to pray for them all.

For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn
the world, but that the world through Him might be
saved. John 3:17

“He went from being so angry to being filled with joy,” recalled Daniel, who also serves as a police chaplain and an
assistant pastor at CC Vineland, NJ.
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Surprised by Grace
The next day, Daniel and a chaplain named Jason were
talking to two young men who were dressed in gang colors. Jason was sharing: “The cops aren’t going to fix this;
the government can’t fix this. Our hearts are wrong; the
change has to start within you—it starts with Jesus Christ
in your heart.”
One of the young men looked at the other and said, “That’s
what your grandma is always telling us.” Daniel realized
that God had already been planting seeds in the young
men’s hearts and began to pray for their salvation. Jason
showed them a tract which asked which side they were
on—with God or apart from God.
“He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who does
not gather with Me scatters abroad.” Matthew 12:30
“I’m on the side away from God,” said one, looking down.
“I could never be on the side with Jesus. I’m messed up;
I’ve been incarcerated. How could God ever forgive all the
things I’ve done?”
The chaplains told him about Paul, once a murderer of
Christians, and how the Lord had saved him and used
him to share the Gospel with the world. The young men
listened intently.
Jason said, “God loves you so much that He sent us all the
way from New Jersey to come talk to you today, to tell you
how to be born again, to tell you that you can have peace

with God. You can be on the side of God, but you have to
give Him your heart. Do you want to do this?”
“Yes,” they both responded. After praying with the young
men, the chaplains brought them to a counseling area and
gave them Bibles. After encouraging them to read the
Gospel of John, they prayed again. As they left, the two
young men started back toward the crowd, then stopped
and talked a moment. Then they turned around for home
instead. Daniel and Jason praised God for the young men’s
true repentance, literally turning away from the chaos of
the streets that day.
“God had been using their grandma to sow the seed of the
Gospel, and we were just the ones God used to usher them
into eternity. It was an amazing privilege,” Daniel said.
“Both he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice
together. For in this the saying is true: ‘One sows and
another reaps.’ I sent you to reap that for which you
have not labored; others have labored, and you have
entered into their labors.” John 4:36b-38
A Team of Peacemakers
Daniel is only one of several Calvary Chapel pastors who
also serve as chaplains for the Billy Graham Rapid Response Team; they are often deployed to minister after
natural disasters, community tragedies, or civil unrest.
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called
sons of God.” Matthew 5:9

Jerry Paradise at CC Philadelphia (known informally as
“CC Philly”) helps train and deploy Calvary Chapel chaplains. “In the disaster chaplaincy ministry, we respond to
disasters. Whenever there has been an incident where folks
have been emotionally traumatized, then we’re equipped
to respond to those situations, whether it’s a hurricane in
Florida, a school shooting, or a train derailment.”
Talking to those who have been traumatized requires gentleness and patience. In Baltimore, where there was a lot
of anger, Jerry explained, “The presence of the chaplain
can help to diffuse that anger, as the person is allowed to
vent and express their feelings. Listening is key. And then
responding with empathy, compassion, and love can help
tear down those walls of anger, anxiety, or fear.” As conversations progress and trust is established, “people can
begin sharing things heart to heart. We always look for
an open door to share the love of Christ, the Gospel, the
words of the King of Peace Himself.”
Wes Weber, a chaplain and elder at CC Chester Springs,
PA, has ministered in several events with the Billy Graham Rapid Response Team—including the Sandy Hook
Elementary School massacre in Connecticut and civil
unrest in Ferguson, MO, and Baltimore. He said, “Every
event has been different. No two are the same. Spiritually
speaking, there are similarities—people need God’s comfort.” He added, “In Baltimore, people were celebrating
after the six officers were arrested. At times, it was almost
a parade-type atmosphere. It was very different than Ferguson: [There] people were broken, raw; the Holy Spirit

was working. At Sandy Hook, I did a lot of listening, just
letting people talk and get their feelings out.”
The Power of a Hug
Jack Munday, international director of the Billy Graham
Rapid Response Team, told a recent gathering of Calvary
Chapel pastors: “In the last year, we’ve seen civil unrest
in many communities across the country.” He related that
certain factions—like extreme Islamic groups—have been
targeting vulnerable areas for civil unrest. They come to
sites such as Ferguson and Baltimore when racial tensions
are high in order to incite anger, panic, and agitation. In

Above: Daniel Vasquez, right, an assistant pastor from
CC Vineland, NJ, shares a Bible verse with Michael.
Initially angry, Michael received Christ after chaplains
explained the hope of the Gospel. Photo courtesy of BGRRT
Left: Young men wince from pepper spray after local
police tried to control the surging crowd.
Below: Chaplains pray for the National Guard who were
called in to assist police when rioting began.

Photo courtesy of Billy Graham Rapid Response Team (BGRRT)
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Above: Wes Weber, right, an elder at CC Chester Springs,
PA, and another chaplain encourage a resident by
listening and praying.
Right: Chaplains greet a resident. The Billy Graham Rapid
Response Team Chaplains are trained to minister to
people in times of crisis.

Baltimore, many people were afraid for their own safety,
Jack said, adding, “As with any storm in life, we know that
only through Christ can people discover the hope they
desperately need.”
Jack told the pastors of the transforming power of God’s
love in Ferguson, MO, where over 80 chaplains had, for
six weeks, ministered to police, residents, and even gang
members. Many at the protests had accepted Christ as
Savior. For the pastors at the conference, Jack played a
video recording of a former gang member named Chris
sharing his testimony of what he experienced when he
met the chaplains. “Thank you for risking your lives to
come out and show us God’s love,” Chris said. “I told my
friends that I had met a few people from Billy Graham
[ministries], and there was so much love I wanted to share
it. So I went and found some guys and brought them to
talk to the Billy Graham [chaplains]. Later on, they went
home and brought me their weapons—that’s three guns
off the street, three more people to share God’s Word.”
Chris continued, “The toughest guy was running around
saying, ‘They were giving out hugs!’ He’d never had so
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many hugs in his life. I had to stand in awe because I didn’t
know a hug could change a person like that.”
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. He
who does not love does not know God, for God is love.
1 John 4:7-8
Ministers of Comfort
Tom Schmied of CC Philly was serving in Baltimore
when a single mom in her 30s approached him. She had
been drawn to Baltimore from a desire to help and had
noticed the chaplains praying with people during the
week. She expressed appreciation at how they had comforted many. “Can I become a chaplain?” she asked. Tom
sensed an open door; he explained that chaplains shared
God’s love because of their own personal connection
with God. He shared the Gospel with her. They prayed
together, and he encouraged her to find a Bible-teaching
church back home.
Speaking of the chaplain ministry, Tom said, “I think all
believers are called to minister to those who are grieving

and in distress—whether as a disaster chaplain or to our
own family, friends, or neighbors.” He has served in disaster ministry since 9/11. He added, “You don’t have to
have all the answers; just let people know that you care
and that you’re praying for them. It’s important for them
to be able to share their feelings without someone trying
to ‘fix it.’ As we listen, and they realize we’re not a threat,
then they may open up to us. We may have a chance to
share the Gospel with them.”
“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me,
Because the Lord has anointed Me
To preach good tidings to the poor;
He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted,
... To comfort all who mourn.”
Isaiah 61:1a, 2b
Ambassadors for Christ
Jerry Paradise encourages any believer—man or woman,
any age or occupation—who is interested in learning
more about the chaplain ministry to come to the training
at CC Philadelphia. “If you’re willing to be used by God,
that’s what He is looking for.”

He added, “God has given all of us spiritual gifts, graces,
and abilities. Discovering those is part of doing what He’s
called us to do. You don’t have to have all the answers, but
you do need a compassionate heart to reflect the heart of
God in human suffering.” Having spent the last 14 years
as a chaplain and training chaplains, Jerry added, “I’m a
strong advocate for disaster chaplaincy and response ministry. It has borne so much fruit. Many people come to
Christ; many people ask for prayer. Many see their need
for God like never before.”
Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though
God were pleading through us: we implore you on
Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God.
2 Corinthians 5:20

Billy Graham Rapid Response Team

billygraham.org/RRT

CC Philly, PA – Chaplain Training

jparadise@ccphilly.org
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