Talents
Challenge

Above: Calvary Chapel Bible College (CCBC) student Joey Propati draws a
crowd with maneuvers at Volcom Skate Park in Costa Mesa, CA.
Top right: CCBC student Jesi Nordstrom, right, shares during the outreach.
Far right inset: CCBC instructor Simon Woodstock wears a gorilla suit while
riding, which opened the door for conversations with skaters.
Below: CCBC student Johnny Zacchio shares the Gospel. Photos by John Jackson

Using small groups,
CCBC Murrieta
shares the
Gospel through
“Micro-Outreaches”
Story by Stephanie Ornelas
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“Then he who had received the one talent came and
said, ‘Lord, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where
you have not sown, and gathering where you have not
scattered seed. And I was afraid, and went and hid
your talent in the ground. Look, there you have what is
yours.’” Matthew 25:24, 25
Andre, an older man, listened intently as the two Calvary
Chapel Bible College (CCBC) students, Jacob Steves and
Seth Ramirez, shared a parable Jesus told. When Jacob
read the verses about the man who hid his talent, Andre asked, “Is God going to hide Himself from the lazy
servant?” Seth replied that the Lord took the one talent
away from that servant and cast him out where there was
weeping and gnashing of teeth.
Andre flinched when the word “teeth” was mentioned. He
had come to Temecula, CA, that day to take advantage

of free dental care. But
now that the medication was wearing off, his
teeth had begun to hurt
so much that he had
initially declined the offer of free food from the
young men. They read
on to the end of the parable, with Andre concentrating on every word.
Andre stated whimsically, “I hope I get to go to heaven.”
When asked directly, he said that he knew what Jesus did
on the cross for mankind but didn’t understand how to
be sure one goes to heaven. Jacob explained the Gospel.
They asked Andre to read a verse out of the New Testament they had given him. The two students helped Andre
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find John 14:6. The older man read, “Jesus said to him, ‘I
am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through Me.’”
Andre stopped and said, “I guess that means that accepting
Jesus is the only way to be sure you can be with God when
you die?” Seth shared Romans 10:9, “If you confess with
your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that
God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”

“The Bible knowledge we
gained at school is great
but of no consequence
if we aren’t willing to
share it with others.”
Seth Ramirez

Andre prayed, “I believe in my heart and am confessing
with my mouth that Jesus is the Christ and God raised
Him from the dead and ask You, Lord, to forgive me for
things I have done in my life.”
Andre’s face lit up with a smile. He began sharing with
others nearby what had just happened to him, asking
them if they wanted to have eternal life too. Jacob and
Seth marveled at Andre’s childlike faith and realized

that the Lord had taught them a valuable lesson. Andre’s
initial response to salvation was to joyfully offer to others what he had just received. “The Bible knowledge we
gained at school is great but of no consequence if we
aren’t willing to share it with others,” said Seth. “Before
we met Andre, we had temporarily lost that childlike
excitement and faith for sharing the Gospel that Andre
immediately had,” Seth added. “At first we were just dutifully participating in the outreach out of obedience, but

without zeal. That changed as soon as we interacted with
Andre, and he demonstrated such joy when he realized
he is going to heaven.”
Andy Deane, the director of Calvary Chapel Bible College
in Murrieta, CA, desired to show students how easy it is
to share the Gospel. Each dorm received $100 to spend in
the challenge to come up with their own creative ways to
share Christ with others.
“In the Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14-30), we’re
reminded that God has given us spiritual and natural resources to use for His kingdom,” said Andy. “We are challenged to use those resources and talents to gain more
souls for the Lord. This was the foundation for the challenge.” He added that the term “micro-outreach” was used
because these types of outreaches can be done with a budget of $100 or less, and with fewer than ten people.
From hosting barbecues at local skate parks, to offering
inexpensive candy prizes for simply spinning a wheel, to
feeding as many homeless people as possible with sack

Top center: Students pray before sharing their faith at
Oceanside Pier in Oceanside, CA.
Above: Jeremiah Gonzales passes out tracts on the beach,
which gave him opportunities to share.
Left: Daniel Coonradt, left, and James Mobley, right,
take time to talk with a man at the pier, asking spiritual
questions about his life. Photos by Isabel Hill
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“We want to encourage everyone here to start
a relationship with God.” Brittany Palmer
lunches and a chance to hear the Gospel, each dorm set
out to complete the challenge with different ideas and
plans—but all with one goal—to share Jesus with others.
Student Brittany Palmer and the rest of her dorm planned
an outreach at Volcom Skate Park in Costa Mesa, CA. Students offered free food, games, prayer, and the Gospel to
anyone willing to listen. “We want to encourage everyone
here to start a relationship with God. That’s the reason we
are here. We want to show God’s love,” Brittany said. “If
they have already accepted Christ, we share with them
how to grow in their faith.”
The skate park was packed with young adults and teenagers, as the Murrieta students shared with the youngsters
drawn by the free food and soft drinks. “Do you want
to know what’s so cool?” Bible-college student Johnny
Zacchio asked two curious teenage boys. “God knows the
answer to everything. We just need to call out to Him.”
The two boys stayed with the group for the rest of the afternoon, hearing repeatedly about God’s love and having
a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
As some CCBC students walked around outside of the
skate park, others joined their college instructor Simon
Woodstock inside the skate park, using their skating talents to help stimulate interaction. Simon, an apologetics
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instructor at the Bible college, has also been a skateboarder
for almost 40 years. The youngsters at the skate park were
drawn to Simon riding the pipes in a fluffy green gorilla
costume on his giant three-in-one skateboard.
“Just as Jesus fed the 5,000, we are here to do the same and,
ultimately, share the good news,” said Simon. “Our goal is
to bless people like Jesus did. It’s not about the money or
how much stuff we can give, it’s about sharing the Gospel.”
Student Natasha Dunlap was at the skate park with her
classmates when her group approached two teenage girls
and told them about Jesus. They gave them hand-written
cards about God’s love. “We made individual cards for
people with special messages,” she explained. “We just
want to show love. God is alive and He is real. He expects
us to share His good works, and He wants us to share the
love He has for us. It’s our job. It’s our responsibility.”
“I’m really proud of them,” said Andy after the challenge.
“Each student had a sincere heart, and they took steps
of faith. That was the ultimate goal here.” Andy went on
to explain that not everyone hearing the Gospel will respond favorably, but conversion is not the responsibility
of the Christian. He stated, “We are simply to explain
the Gospel, present an invitation, share how to grow in a

CCBC: To Know God and Equip His Saints
Calvary Chapel Bible College in Murrieta, CA, is a twoyear Bible college where committed Christians can learn
the Word of God, draw closer to Jesus, and be equipped
to serve Him. CCBC is one of the most affordable Christian colleges in the nation. A semester cost of $3,500 includes tuition, housing, food, textbooks, and Logos Bible
Study software.
Each semester, more than 35 classes are offered, such as:
Theology, Bible Study Methods, Apologetics, Evangelism,
Missions, Church Planting, Marriage Talks, Homiletics,
Greek/Hebrew, Prayer, Disciple Making, and Church
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History, as well as courses on individual books of the Bible.
Distance learning classes are available for those who cannot attend classes on campus.

Virtual Tour — www.CCBC.info/tour
951-696-5944

“If theological education will increase your power for
Christ, is it not your duty to gain that added power? …
Never say you are losing time by going to school. You are
saving time, buying it up for the future and storing it away.
Time used in storing power is not lost.”—A. T. Robertson

relationship with God, and offer fellowship with a Bibleteaching church. The rest is up to the Lord.”
Although this is the first outreach of its kind at CCBC,
Andy explained that the Bible college is encouraging others to participate in creating their own “Talents Challenge”
outreaches through www.TalentsChallenge.com. CCBC
will continue to do micro-outreaches each spring. “We
want the students to get out there and become comfortable sharing the hope we have in Jesus Christ. That is why
we are here,” he added.

Above: CCBC ladies engage a student at Mt. San Jacinto
College. They used their $100 to purchase candy and
make a wheel, which they asked passersby to spin to
win a prize.
Below: Kristijan Fogarasi, left, prays with a student who
answered spiritual questions after spinning the wheel.

Photos by Steve Shambeck

“So he who had received five talents came and brought
five other talents, saying, ‘Lord, you delivered to me
five talents; look, I have gained five more talents besides
them.’ His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and
faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I
will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy
of your lord.’” Matthew 25:20-21

Calvary Chapel Bible College

calvarychapelbiblecollege.com
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