God’s Life-Changing

Word

Story by Christmas Beeler

Those who take online classes through Calvary
Chapel University are eager to pass God’s truth on
to others—whether in a Christian school setting, in
ministry, or with friends and family. They testify that
His Word has the power to transform lives.
Adrian O’Reilly had hit rock bottom—mentally, financially, spiritually. His mental condition had gotten out of
control. He kept having visions that he was in hell—he
could see and feel flames around him and on his body.
Adrian would panic, unsure if he really was in hell, crying
out for help.
His wife and their little girl were gone. He had met Casey
in Bible College at Horizon Indianapolis; they had happily
married and had their first child, Lily. But then he started
seeing and hearing things that weren’t there; he was often
raving or agitated. Fearful, his wife and daughter moved
out. Then he lost his job; now he slept in his truck. Alone,
homeless, jobless, unable to distinguish reality from imagination—he was floundering in the dark. Could God restore his mind?
He admitted himself for treatment at a psychiatric ward.
Sitting in his room, he asked God to show Him the way
out of his living nightmare. His mind began to clear. He
opened the Bible and began to read. Then he felt God begin to break through his terrible darkness and instruct
him. The Scripture would be his anchor, his guide. He was
to follow the doctor’s orders. A few days later, he was released from the ward.

Above: Adrian O’Reilly, an usher at Horizon Christian
Fellowship, and his wife join the congregation in
worship on a Sunday morning. Photos by Brooke Littell
Left: Adrian teaches 4th-6th grade Sunday school once a
month. This is his third year teaching.
Below: Adrian, on staff at Horizon Christian Fellowship,
helps stack chairs after a Wednesday night Bible study.

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my
path. Psalm 119:105, KJV
Healed by the Word
Soon after, he and his wife were back together and attending Horizon Indianapolis again. The next year, 2005,
Pastor Bill Goodrich invited him on staff to do grounds
keeping and maintenance. It was an answer to prayer. As
Adrian cleans the church or tends the grounds, he wears
headphones to listen to God’s Word. “God has literally renewed Adrian’s mind as he has stayed in the Word daily,”
related Pastor Bill.
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Above: Maria Teichman, CCA’s Junior and Senior
High Computer Science teacher, leads a Grade
Level Meeting for the Elective/Specials teachers.
Right: Patty Herrera hugs her daughter after
receiving her Master’s Degree in Christian
Education. Photos by Brittni Moten
Far right: Carolyn Eckert receives her doctoral
diploma in Education during CCU’s graduation
and CCEA Teacher/Administrator Convention.

Then they cried out to the Lord in their trouble,
And He saved them out of their distresses.
He sent His word and healed them,
And delivered them from their destructions.
Psalm 107:19-20
Sensing God’s leading to go deeper in the Word, Adrian
enrolled in Calvary Chapel University in 2010. Taking
one online course at a time, he earned a bachelor’s degree with an emphasis in leadership, and recently, a master’s geared toward biblical counseling. The structure has
helped him to stay focused. He enjoyed learning about
the Bible and how to recognize false doctrines.
Adrian added, “The Word of God is about getting to
know the Lord—having that close relationship with Him
that enables us to reach out to others and build them up
in the Lord.”
On an Upward Spiral
After teaching Sunday school for a season, Adrian now
leads a home group for adults. “It’s been such a blessing to see people grow in their joy and knowledge of the
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Lord,” he said. He also counsels struggling brothers, using
biblical principles from his CCU courses.
“We learned to set up guidelines to help people grow,” he
said. “People can get caught in a downward spiral when
they sin and feel bad, so they sin again. Getting them to do
basic things to be obedient to the Lord—reading Scripture,
taking small steps—helps them build their obedience, feel
better, and start on that upward spiral.”
Adrian added, “Now I’ve been on that upward spiral of
being obedient to the Lord daily for the past 10 years.” He
encourages others who are struggling to seek the Lord
Jesus, citing 2 Corinthians 4:6 (KJV): For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in
our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory
of God in the face of Jesus Christ. “The key is just seeking His face—seeking Him; draw close to the Lord and let
Him guide you.”
Equipping the Saints
Calvary Chapel University first began in 2005 at Calvary
Chapel San Diego. With a vision of equipping Christian

schoolteachers, it was called Calvary Chapel Teachers
College. In 2008, the school became CC University and
added a College of Liberal Arts and a College of Biblical
Studies. All classes are online, allowing for a global reach.
Dr. Chapin Marsh, founder and president of CCU, shared
the vision for starting the university: “Calvary Chapel University provides a flexible learning environment
for believers to grow in their biblical knowledge while
continuing to serve daily in their ministries.” Speaking
of Christian teachers, Chapin added, “Many servants at
Christian schools were faithful in answering God’s call
to teach or administrate, but feel ill-equipped in Bible
knowledge or practical application. We’re here to help
with both.”
Deven Berryhill, director of marketing and admissions at
CCU, related, “Many students live far away from a college

campus. Often, they are critical to the ministry at their
church or school and don’t want to leave to attend a campus.” He added, “We’re accessible; we’re technologically
advanced, reasonably priced, and aligned with the Calvary Chapel core convictions.”
CCU has several unique programs: certificates, associate,
bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral degrees in elementary
and secondary education, educational leadership, biblical counseling, biblical leadership, youth ministry, and
women’s ministry, among others. For those
studying for personal enrichment, CCU offers courses in missions training, biblical
knowledge, and apologetics. Many courses
and programs are transferrable to other accredited Christian schools and universities.
Courses also transfer between CCU and Deven
many of the CC Bible Colleges worldwide. Berryhill
19

“We too can be led by the Spirit to follow Jesus
in leading desperate people out of the deep,
murky waters of sin and suffering.” Ethel Clayton
Teaching the Teachers
Many Christian educators pursue higher degrees in
Christian education at CCU. To help teachers meet their
certification requirements, CCU offers continuing education units accepted by ACSI (Association of Christian
Schools International) and ACTS (Association of Christian Teachers and Schools).
Jesus as Master Teacher
Educators said they enjoyed learning how Jesus demonstrated and validated teaching methods that are still used
in education today.
Carolyn Eckert, vice principal of Calvary Christian Academy at CC Philadelphia, recently completed her doctorate
of Christian Education with a focus in Educational Administration. “I am so grateful for the emphasis that CCU
placed upon the concept of Jesus as the Master Teacher,”
Carolyn shared. “We, as Christian educators, should look
first to Jesus Christ as the Master Teacher [and] follow His
example by incorporating the effective methods He used
to teach the will of God.”
For example, Carolyn explained, “Jesus led people to
find answers by asking them questions, as in Matthew 16.
Today we call this the Socratic Method.” In Matthew 16,
Jesus asked His disciples what people said about His identity. After they gave a variety of answers, He said to them,
“But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered
and said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God”
(Matthew 16:15-16). His questions drew out Peter’s profession of faith.
Dr. Vern Czelusniak, a professor at CCU, added, “Jesus
uses Mastery Learning; He often gives a point and then
teaches and reteaches it until it becomes clear.” For instance, Vern explained, “Jesus desires His disciples to
love the Samaritans (whom most Jews hated) and to love
people of all races.” That’s why He shared the Gospel with
a Samaritan woman (John 4); taught the parable of the
good Samaritan (Luke 10); and sent them to make disciples in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the end of the
earth (Acts 1:8).
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Ethel Clayton, another CCU professor, teaches the method
of reflection: “This means that the counselor will make an
effort to hear, understand, and sympathize with the person
being counseled and convey that to the counselee.” Jesus
demonstrated this with many of the people He healed
and spoke to. For example, to the woman with the issue
of blood, He said, “Go in peace and be freed from your
suffering” (Mark 5:34b, NIV). He was reflecting that He
understood “her feelings of living through years of pain
and suffering,” Ethel explained.
In the same way that Jesus was anointed by the Holy Spirit, Ethel added: “We too can be led by the Spirit to follow
Jesus in leading desperate people out of the deep, murky
waters of sin and suffering.”
God’s Universal Truth
Online classes reach students around the world. Shirley
Tinkamanyire, Calvary Chapel Kampala, felt God’s leading to boost her teaching credentials through CCU while
working as an elementary teacher at Aga Khan Primary
School in Uganda, East Africa. Though far away, she said,
“The professors keep in touch with us and are very helpful.”
Through the classes, Shirley reflected, “I have been reminded that teaching is a ministry and that we need the
Holy Spirit to prevail. I have learned to pray every day
and ask God to work through me as I teach. Now I find
the workload easier than when I was relying on myself.”
She cited Philippians 4:13, which says, I can do all things
through Christ who strengthens me.
CCU successfully completed the IER and initial TRACS application
for accreditation orientation. The Transnational Association of Christian Colleges and Schools (TRACS) is recognized by both the United
States Department of Education (USDOE) and the Council for Higher
Education Accreditation (CHEA) as a national institutional accrediting agency for Christian postsecondary institutions, colleges, universities,
and seminaries.

Calvary Chapel University

www.calvarychapeluniversity.com
954-453-9228

Above: Shirley Tinkamanyire, Calvary Chapel Kampala, boosted her teaching credentials through CCU while working as
an elementary teacher at Aga Khan Primary School in Uganda, East Africa. Photo courtesy of Shirley Tinkamanyire
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