Love Thy Neighbor
Ministering to Refugees in Jesus’ Name
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Calvary Chapel believers in Hungary ministered
to thousands of refugees fleeing from ISIS in
September. Surprised and grateful for their love
and compassion, many hurting people, mostly
Muslims, were moved to tears and openly listened
to the Gospel.
Late at night in a refugee camp near the
Hungary-Serbia border, believer Andi
Horváth Kávai noticed the exhausted
Muslim woman with an injured foot.
“Have you been to the medical tent? They
have doctors who can help you. I can take
Andi
you there,” she said kindly. The Iraqi womHorváth
an, wearing a scarf wrapped tightly around
Kávai
her attractive but haggard face, looked
surprised and asked if Andi really would help her. Later,
as they waited for the doctor, Andi asked about her journey. Like thousands of others, she and her two teenage
sons had boarded an overcrowded boat in Turkey to cross
the Mediterranean Sea to Greece—a perilous voyage that
has claimed the lives of nearly 3,000 children and adults
this year. Her voice choked as she told of the boat sinking
in the middle of the night. She had to float for four hours
in the dark waiting to be rescued, fearing for her life and
her sons’ lives. Andi nodded in sympathy and concern;
the woman’s countenance crumbled into weeping.

Aware that outward affection is unusual for Muslims,
Andi began to lightly rub the woman’s back as she spoke
comforting words: “You made it; you are here now. You
are strong. God preserved you for your sons.” The woman
nodded, relaxing. The doctors came and bandaged the
huge, painful blister half the size of her foot. As Andi
helped her back to a tent to rest in the crowded makeshift
camp in Röszke, the woman gratefully said over and over
that Andi was a good person.
“No, I am not good. God is the only one who is good,”
Andi said gently. The woman agreed that Allah was good.
Andi interjected, “I am a follower of Isa (Jesus), and He is
the only good one.” The woman’s eyes widened in surprise
at the name of Jesus. Back at the tent, one son asked why
Andi was helping them since she was a Christian and they
were Muslims.
“Because God loves Christians and Muslims the same. He
told me to come and care for you,” Andi said. Amazement
registered on their faces. Later, when they were getting ready to leave—conversations were brief at camp,
as everyone was frantically trying to make their way to
Germany and other open countries in Europe—Andi
asked if she could pray for their travels. They agreed.
Andi added, “I would like to pray in Isa’s name; I believe there is power in His name.” The woman began to
cry, asking Andi to please pray for them. Andi held their
Left: Refugees travel along the
Hungarian-Serbian border en route
to countries like Germany, Sweden,
and others.
Right: A woman receives bread and
other food from a relief worker.
Top right: Kim Farquharson, of Calvary
Chapel Pécs, Hungary, provides
medical relief to a young refugee.
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hands and prayed. As she finished in Jesus’ name, the
woman and her sons hugged Andi tightly, thanking her
again and again with tears. Andi knew the Lord had used
her to plant a seed of His love in a desperate time. As she
walked back to the large white tent teeming with hungry
and tired people, Andi recalled again the verse in Esther
4:14, “For if you remain completely silent at this time,
relief and deliverance will arise for the Jews from another place, but you and your father’s house will perish. Yet
who knows whether you have come to the kingdom for
such a time as this?”
Andi explained, “I felt very privileged. Here were all of
these people from countries that have been closed to the
Gospel for decades, and God brought them to our doorstep. This was our window of time to show them God’s
love, to introduce them to Jesus.” She explained that the
concept of a loving God is foreign to Muslims. She and
her husband Árpi, who teaches at Calvary Chapel Bible
College Europe (CCBCE) in Vajta, Hungary, saw His love
continually touch the refugees’ hearts.

around the world. Other groups came to help—a team
of doctors from the UK, humanitarian volunteers, and
secular groups. They worked together at Röszke to offer food, shelter, clothing, and medical treatment to the
thousands of people coming through day and night until
authorities erected a razor-wire fence, closing the border
on September 14.
After Chaos, a Door Opens
That evening, believers prayed about how they could
continue to help; a few hours later, in the middle of the
night, they were called to set up a new camp across the
border in Horgoš, Serbia. Pastor Caleb Beller, CCBCE director, found himself co-leading the camp; he and four
others from the Bible college organized the camp and
the supply distribution while also trying to ease tensions

Left: Caleb Beller, center, director of
CCBCE, shares the hope of Christ with
refugee men at Horgos-Röszke border
crossing between Serbia and Hungary,
in no man’s land.
Below right: CCBCE student intern,
Richárd Krupánszki (right) shares New
Testaments with some young men
migrating through Europe.
Photo by Lisa Collins

“Mothers offered me
their children.”
Árpi Horváth Kávai

Calvary Chapel believers had been ministering at the
train stations in Budapest and Szeged all summer. It was
Árpi who initially felt the urgent call to minister to the
border refugees. Sunday night, September 6, at 10 p.m.,
he learned about the need in Röszke. “I realized that, an
hour and a half away, there is a camp of thousands of
people sleeping outside without tents and blankets and
no food or electricity.” He was immediately hit by the
Scripture: “for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I
was thirsty and you gave Me drink” (Matthew 25:35a).
He felt God leading him to take food, water, and blankets to the refugees. He called two other believers, and
that night they drove to the border town.
“We were not prepared for what we saw,” he said. Within
half an hour, all the food and water had been handed out
to the crowd of more than a thousand people. The summer nights had turned cold; little children were shivering
in T-shirts and cotton dresses with no blankets or tents.
“It was physically overwhelming, but emotionally more
so. Mothers offered me their children, saying they would
have a better chance with us. I thought of
my own children,” Árpi recalled, his eyes
turning moist. For 12 days, nearly 30 believers came from the Bible college and
Golgota Budapest (the Calvary Chapel
in Budapest); they organized relief efPastor Árpi
forts
on the ground as believers in Vajta
Horváth
coordinated donations and supplies from
Kávai
8

9

“I found myself standing between an ever-growing
mass of frustrated refugees and a blockade of
determined riot police who had been given orders
to hold their ground.” Caleb Beller
of a shop in Syria, one morning he went to
open his shop and stopped in his tracks.
From a distance, he watched helplessly as
ISIS militants lined up his fellow shopkeepers and beheaded them. Broken with grief,
he explained, “I knew it was a very simple
Pastor Phil
choice; I would either have to kill with
Metzger
them or be killed.” Dropping his keys on
the ground, he turned and fled. As he talked, he began to
weep until he was leaning on Phil, openly sobbing. Phil
listened with compassion, expressing sympathy and encouraging him that God loved him and had a plan for his
life. The man hugged Phil and his translator, thanking
them with heavy emotion.

Above: Pastor Jon Pollick, a teacher at CCBCE, hands water to Syrian refugees at a camp near the Horgos-Röszke
border crossing between Serbia and Hungary.

between the restless refugees and the Serbian and
Hungarian police. “We took on the role of peacekeepers,” Caleb shared. “I found myself standing between an
ever-growing mass of frustrated refugees and a blockade
of determined riot police who had been given orders to
hold their ground.”
As he surveyed the situation, he realized there was a communication breakdown. He shouted, “English! English!”
Soon a small group of translators began helping him relay
messages from the authorities into Farsi, Arabic, and other
languages. They relayed that authorities were working on
a solution; things were momentarily calmed. After a few
days, a group of several hundred refugees grew restless;
when they tried to break through the border, they were
tear-gassed. Though Caleb and another believer were also
hit by the gas, they helped treat injuries. Caleb recounted,
“Our presence during the crisis had built enough trust to
begin opening doors to share the Gospel. That night, our
teams made their way through camp, sharing skits and
stories of the love of Jesus. For hours, people laughed and
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listened as the message of the Gospel was told in the simplest of terms.”
As they shared about Jesus, the team handed out hundreds of New Testaments and 1,500 Scripture booklets
in Arabic. They also distributed tracts in other languages,
including Farsi. Imre Orsós, a staff member at CCBCE,
spoke several times with Sam, a refugee leader and former bodybuilder. Finally, Imre asked Sam if he believed
Jesus was God’s Son. Sam answered, “I believe what
you’re telling me is true.” They prayed together, and Sam
joyfully received Christ as Savior.
Love in Deed and Truth
Phil Metzger, pastor of Golgota Budapest and overseer of
Calvary Chapel churches in Eastern and Central Europe,
served at many sites—including train stations in Budapest,
the Röszke camp, and the Horgoš camp. As Phil was helping translate and load people on buses, he met a 30-yearold man traveling alone. When Phil asked his story, the
man’s countenance changed from jovial to somber. Owner

Estimates from authorities and volunteers gauge that between 9,000 and 11,000 people came through the camp
that day; Phil shared his personal testimony with countless people. He reflected, “When you’re with people night
and day—out there setting up their tents, getting them
food and water and getting them out of the rain—and
you tell them that God loves them, it means something
because you’re loving them. You can’t just say, ‘Be warm
and filled,’ and then close the door. We must give every
part of ourselves.”
Introducing the Bible
Authorities told believers that the Serbian government
would send buses that evening to take the people to the
Croatian border. As believers shared this news and distributed food, many of the people relaxed and were open
to talking. Believers sensed this was the open door they
had been waiting for. Richard Krupánszki, a Hungarian
student intern at CCBCE, passed out more than 30 New
Testaments in Arabic. “Many of them never had a New
Testament before,” he said, rejoicing. “They were very surprised that we, Hungarian Christians, were helping them.”
Several immediately began reading the New Testaments,
standing in the road or sitting on the grass—one man read
his for nearly an hour. Richard added, “Before, I would
have been afraid to share the Gospel with Muslims for fear
of being killed. But that day, I had no fear. They were not
aggressive; many were eager to hear what we had to say.”

Árpi added, “Because of the language barrier, we have
to trust the Lord that He, through His Word, is going to
reach their hearts. For the few who spoke English, the
cultural gap is still very wide. We are praying that, as they
read the Word and the Gospel tracts, God speaks directly
to them.” Believers passed out more than a thousand New
Testaments and Gospel tracts.
For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the
power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for
the Jew first and also for the Greek. Romans 1:16
Miraculous Provision
Believers recounted God’s miraculous provision as they
distributed food and water to the hungry masses. “I was
only there for one day,” Andi said, “and over and over we
would run out of something, and then someone would
walk up with a box of it—the bananas, sardines, water. It
was amazing.” The people were eager for the canned sardines, craving protein and having no dietary restrictions
against fish. She and Richard likened it to the miracle of
Jesus feeding a multitude with a few loaves and fishes.
And He took the five loaves and the two fish, and
looking up to heaven, He blessed and broke and gave
the loaves to the disciples; and the disciples gave to the
multitudes. So they all ate and were filled, and they took
up twelve baskets full of the fragments that remained.
Matthew 14:19b-20
Richard recalled, “I had two bags of bread in my hands,
and I knew they were the last ones. I told people, ‘This is
the last of it. I’m sorry.’ There was this huge line stretched
out in front of me waiting for bread. Then someone called
out that a truck had come. I opened the door, and it was
full of fresh-baked bread from a bakery. At the end, we
had five garbage-bags left over.”
Ready to Respond
Loving people in crisis is powerful, observed Pastor John
Eastwood of CC Southbury, CT, who felt God prompt
him to come help. John ended up in Röszke serving with
believers from the Bible college. “There was a family of
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ten; I gave them water and they invited
me to sit down with them. They told me
they had to flee because bombs were being
dropped on their village from both sides.
Their son asked me, ‘Why are they dropPastor John ping bombs on us?’” John was at a loss. His
sorrow continued as they told him how
Eastwood
they had to step over dead bodies and piles
of rubble, how their boat had sunk in the Mediterranean,
and they had lost all of their papers. He was touched when
their three-year-old girl ran up to him and gave him a hug
and kiss. Then they asked why he was there. He shared
how Jesus had changed his life and that he felt called to

come and help. They listened respectfully. After returning
to the U.S., Pastor John said, “This whole situation is very
fluid. We are praying and waiting to see what Jesus has for
us to do next, where the need is. We just have to be flexible and open to helping in any way we can.”
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Refugee Crisis

According to the UNHCR, the number of refugees
seeking asylum in Europe has more than doubled
since last year. Most are traveling 2,000 miles
from Syria to Germany. Each day 6,000 people attempt a perilous voyage across the Mediterranean
Sea in small, overloaded dinghies, followed by a
long trek on foot.

Refugee Estimates for 2015:

514,000 new arrivals by sea
2,980 dead or missing from sea crossing
54% of refugees are from Syria
13% are from Afghanistan
Source: UNHCR, The UN Refugee Agency

Above: Refugee children look into the Hungarian side through the fence at Horgos-Röszke border crossing between
Serbia and Hungary. Hundreds of families waited four days to enter Central Europe.
Below: This map shows several of the common routes that refugees travel from Syria to Germany. The 2,000-mile trip
requires a dangerous sea crossing and walking through countries in which they are unwelcome.
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