PERSEVERING
IN PRAYER

Standing in the Gap
for Those in Chains for Christ

Story by Christmas Beeler

On Saturday, January 16, 2016, God
answered the prayers of hundreds of
thousands of believers worldwide with the
release of Pastor Saeed Abedini, imprisoned
in Iran for his Christian faith for 3½ years.
The Abedini family asks believers to pray
for healing for their family.
In Boise, ID, Naghmeh Abedini told their two young children, “Daddy’s coming home!” She told a news reporter,
“They were jumping up and down, rejoicing. … I could
see a heavy weight lifted off their little shoulders.” After
being treated at a U.S. medical facility in Germany, Saeed
returned to the U.S. a few days later. His face lit up as he
landed on U.S. soil. For several minutes, his mother could
not stop crying and laughing and hugging her son’s neck.

Above: Pastor Bob Caldwell, CC Boise, ID, and his wife
Cathy, right, supported Naghmeh, center, during
Saeed’s captivity. Photo by Debbie Lehnert
Right: Freed prisoner Saeed Abedini lands in North
Carolina to the waiting embrace of his mom, dad,
and sister. Photo by David Morrison/Courtesy of Samaritan’s Purse
Top inset: Supporters display huge signs at rallies
prior to Saeed’s release. Photo by Aaron Hodges
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In a group hug with his father, mother, sister, and Franklin Graham—a longtime advocate for the Abedini family during this ordeal—Saeed closed his eyes and prayed
aloud, thanking God for His faithfulness.
Saeed and those three family members went to the Billy
Graham Training Center in North Carolina for Saeed to
recover and talk to counselors. A few days later, Saeed
shared about his unfair trial and cruel imprisonment with
FOX NEWS commentator Greta Van Susteren: “They beat
me very badly. They wanted to damage my reputation in
Iran, so they wanted me to write down and sign [a statement of] things that I didn’t do. … The interrogators started beating me; that was when my stomach began bleeding.” When Saeed steadfastly refused to deny Jesus Christ
as his Lord and Savior, the beatings continued.
He was also turned over to al-Qaeda prisoners, one of
whom took a heavy iron chair and beat him in the face,
head, and legs before a guard finally stopped him. Saeed
recalled, “I was [nearly] beaten to death—but God saved
me over there.”
For two months, he shared a cell with U.S. Marine Amir
Hekmati, much welcome company for both men after solitary confinement. He was heartbroken to see the Marine’s
blackened eyes and weak condition. “I [decided] to talk to
him, to encourage him. Mostly, I was praying. The best
thing I could do over there was pray. Each day for hours
and hours—sometimes for more than 20 hours—I just
prayed and prayed. It was wonderful time with the Lord.”

A week after being back in the U.S., Saeed flew to Boise to
see his wife and children. Naghmeh released a statement
on Facebook the following day asking believers to pray
for healing in their marriage. She desires to go to biblical
marriage counseling with Saeed.
“I believe that a God who freed Saeed from the worst prisons can hear our plea and bring restoration of our family,”
she wrote. “God will see us through.”
From Idaho to Iran
Naghmeh, born in Iran, lived in Boise, ID, as a college
student and joined Calvary Chapel Boise’s college ministry of several hundred. Bob Caldwell, pastor of CC Boise,
became a spiritual father to Naghmeh. He remembered,
“The move of the Holy Spirit during that time fueled in
Naghmeh a passion to return to Iran to share the Gospel of Christ and His Kingdom (in 2002). I had the rare
privilege to travel to Iran to participate in Naghmeh’s and
Saeed’s wedding (in 2004).”
While the couple planted underground churches in Iran,
Bob worked with them weekly to encourage and train new
believers via Skype. Forced out of their church-planting
work, they moved back to Boise in 2006. “Both Saeed and
Naghmeh needed to recuperate from the heavy toll of the
constant fear and pressure they had endured while in Iran
traveling from place to place, starting and strengthening
churches,” he added. On a visit to Iran, Saeed was detained
and released in 2009. After gaining permission to build an
orphanage in Iran, Saeed was arrested in July 2012.

Power of Prayer
“The body of Christ has been amazing, supporting Naghmeh and their children. Every week, pastors—especially
Calvary Chapel pastors—have been praying from the pulpit for Saeed and their family,” said Bob. CC Boise’s annual
week of prayer and fasting happened to start the next day
after Saeed’s release; they prayed for his transition, final
removal from Iran, and recovery. Bob urges believers to
continue to pray for “healing and restoration” for Saeed
and the family.
CC Aurora, CO, organized two large city prayer rallies and
held special prayer nights for Saeed when he was beaten
or injured in prison. “God protected him and kept him
alive through the torture,” said Pastor Ed Taylor. “This is
a huge, amazing, bona fide answer to prayer. We need to
be shouting God’s faithfulness from the rooftops.” Citing
Proverbs 21:1, Ed added, “We might be tempted to give
credit to a man or a leader, but God can move the heart of
kings. We pray, and God moves. God gets the full credit
and the glory.”
Rejoicing with his congregation the day after Saeed’s release, Ed asked, “How many of you are waiting on the
Lord? Hold on to this answer today.” He added, “Many
people are going through excruciating times of waiting for

God to answer their prayers. The enemy wants us to doubt
God’s faithfulness and lose hope. … But one day, we are
going to wake up, and the answer from the Lord is going
to come.”
Pastor Lloyd Pulley, CC Old Bridge, NJ, remembered being with Naghmeh at the United Nations soon after her
encounter with one of the leaders from Iran. “She just
stood her ground boldly and said, ‘I can tell you when he’s
going to be released—when Jesus Christ lets him out.’” In
trials, Lloyd added, “So often, we want to do something,
and we think of prayer as a last resort—‘I guess all we can
do now is pray.’ But we need to treat prayer as our first resort. Then our mindset will be toward what God is doing,
what He wants. It will change our outlook and give us joy
because we know God is in the middle of it.”
“Again I say to you that if two of you agree on earth
concerning anything that they ask, it will be done for
them by My Father in heaven.” Matthew 18:19
Download a video about
Saeed’s release and the
power of prayer.

Above: Many CC churches held special prayer services for Saeed during his imprisonment. Pastor Ed Taylor, CC Aurora,
CO, and leaders pray with Naghmeh during a service set aside to pray for Saeed’s release. Photo by Anthony Nieto
Right: Saeed prays with his parents, sister, and Franklin Graham. Photo by David Morrison/Courtesy of Samaritan’s Purse
26

27

Right: Near the White House in Washington, D.C.,
hundreds gathered to pray for Saeed Abedini and
the persecuted church. Similar prayer vigils were
held throughout the country and around the world.

Photo by Geraldine Wilkins

PRAYER,
FASTING,
& PERSECUTION

IN THESE
LAST DAYS
Story by Christmas Beeler

Persevering in Prayer
Reflecting on Saeed’s release, Pastor Ed Taylor, CC Aurora,
CO, shared, “Three years is a long time to wait for an answer from God. We aren’t used to waiting for anything.
We’re so used to instant gratification that we may not realize how impatient we actually are, especially toward God.
His training, however, is toward patient, growing faith.”
Wait on the LORD; be of good courage, and He shall
strengthen your heart; wait, I say, on the LORD!
Psalm 27:14
Strength comes through trusting God Ed stated, “He
wants us to trust Him even when—especially when—we
don’t immediately receive the answers we are seeking. He
is more interested in our intimacy with Him, our growing faith, and the testimony of His power in and through
our lives. Are we willing to wait for three years for God to
answer? Will we faithfully live out each day trusting God
for His will even as His answer each day is to wait and
trust Him?”
Sometimes, in a painful time of waiting, it’s easy to feel
as though God has forgotten us. Ed commented, “Look
at Joseph in prison. When the chief butler went free, he
forgot all about Joseph, never giving him another thought
(Genesis 40:23b, NLT).” For two years, Joseph waited in
prison, and then God sent a dream to Pharaoh. Ed added,
“Joseph was forgotten by man, but never forgotten by God.
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We have to believe that God has a plan and that whatever
we are facing is a part of it.”
Both Pastor Ed and Pastor Lloyd Pulley of CC Old Bridge,
NJ, cited Jesus’ exhortation in Luke 18:1 that men always
ought to pray and not lose heart. “That’s the challenge.
We can lose heart when we don’t see the answer,” Lloyd
explained. “Jesus used the illustration of the widow who
kept asking, and the unjust judge finally answered because
he was tired of being bothered. So, how much more ‘shall
God not avenge His own … though He bears long’ (Luke
18:7) with us?” In other words, God hears us and loves
us; His timing and plan may be different from ours. Lloyd
added, “When we’re praying, the Lord is purifying our focus, doing something deeper and wonderful in us. If we
never had any serious issue to deal with, we would not be
very deep Christians. We would be shallow and weak.”
Spiritual Power through Prayer and Fasting
Similarly, Pastor Bob Caldwell of CC Boise, ID, believes
in the power of continued prayer. During Saeed’s captivity,
CC Boise would hold times of fasting and prayer when
things got very bad for Saeed in prison. “Seeing Saeed
after his release looking so healthy after all he had gone
through was amazing,” said Bob. During CC Boise’s annual week of prayer and fasting—which happened to fall
on the week immediately after Saeed was released from
prison—more than 1,200 people participated, with rejoicing and thanksgiving.

Heavily involved in missions, the CC Boise church family has seen God open other impossible doors all over the
world through prayer. Bob recalled, “The [Indian] government shut down one of our outreaches in the Himalayas.
They were highly antagonistic. The church leaders there
were very discouraged, so they called other Christian
leaders together and prayed and fasted. Within a week,
the government gave us a license to continue our work to
one of the least reached areas on Earth.”
Fasting: Intimacy with God
Prayer and fasting not only brings answers to prayer but
can also lead to deeper intimacy with God. Bob explained,
“Fasting and prayer transforms your life as you take the
time to draw near to God. We find ourselves spending
more time not asking for stuff, but communing with and
worshiping God. That’s where faith grows. Also, sin and
[other obstacles] begin to be removed as you repent and
seek communion with God.”
Spiritual fasting is not simply abstaining from food. “Our
goal is getting realigned—to humble ourselves while surrendering our will to God,” said Bob, citing from Ezra

8:21-23: Then I proclaimed a fast … that we might
humble ourselves before our God, to seek from Him the
right way for us and our little ones … So we fasted and
entreated our God for this, and He answered our prayer.
Approaching God with humility and seeking His guidance
is key. In addition, being open and sincere before God can
also bring healing from sin, Bob explained: “You can be
totally messed up, and the moment that you sincerely cry
out to God—broken and humble, saying, ‘God, You’re in
control, and I’m not’—in that moment, He starts cleansing
and healing your heart.”
The humble person is also hungry for God. Bob added,
“In Boise, we have a lot of newer Christians who come to
our week of prayer and fasting. They are spiritually hungry. All they know is that they need God. By the time a
week is finished, amazing things happen. It’s not that you
earned blessings because you fasted and prayed; it’s simply
that you positioned yourself for grace and divine intervention to happen. You’ve humbled yourself before God.”
For thus says the High and Lofty One who inhabits
eternity, whose name is Holy: “I dwell in the high and

“We have to believe that God has a plan and that
whatever we are facing is a part of it.”
Pastor Ed Taylor
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holy place, with him who has a contrite and humble
spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive
the heart of the contrite ones.” Isaiah 57:15
Opportunities in Persecution
“Prayer not only opened the way for Saeed’s release, but
also for countless opportunities to proclaim Christ,” Bob
explained. “Naghmeh brought attention not only to
Saeed’s imprisonment but also shared the Gospel with the
European Parliament, U.N. Human Rights delegates from
around the world, broadcasts on BBC radio that reached
nearly every household in Iran, and the U.S. Congress as
well as President Obama.” Believers hosted prayer rallies
at many state capitols around the country. He added, “God
used Saeed’s imprisonment to awaken tens of thousands
around the world to be a voice for Christians imprisoned
for their faith in Christ around the world.”
Pastor Lloyd emphasized that, while it is good to rejoice in
Saeed’s freedom, believers should continue to remember
the estimated 100 million brothers and sisters in Christ
suffering for their faith worldwide. “We need to be bold
and keep speaking up for people like Saeed,” Lloyd said.
“Honestly, I believe persecution is going to continue,”
Lloyd added. “One challenge for this generation is that
we are going to see a lot more persecution. We need to
prepare ourselves and our children to face difficulties for
their faith.”
Recently, several missionaries visited CC Old Bridge and
taught the children about bringing God’s Word to countries that prohibit the Gospel. The children simulated
having an underground worship service and smuggling
Bibles. Some got “arrested” and put in a make-believe jail.
He explained, “We were trying to give them a sense that
these things are happening and how to respond. Parents
need to train their children to be ready for anything.”
In the U.S., Lloyd observed, “There’s pressure to keep our
Christianity to ourselves. We’re going to have to learn how
to endure. Jesus is our example.” He cited Christ’s admonition to His followers:

“If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before
it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would
love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but
I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates
you. Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A servant is
not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they
will also persecute you.” John 15:18-20a
Hope for Revival
While some believers in the U.S. are dealing with societal pressure for their faith, Bob pointed out that many
so-called Christians have already denied Christ by their
silence or their sinful lifestyles. “We talk about what’s
going wrong in the culture, yet we keep adapting to it.”
Concerning future persecution in America, Bob said,
“Even if it’s not a group like ISIS—even if it’s just intensified cultural and political pressure—it will be enough
to silence many Christians, as it has for many in Europe.
People are afraid to speak up for the glory of Christ and
His Kingdom.”
Rather than being discouraged, Bob said, “Ultimately,
these are exciting times. I believe God is going to do a
fresh work of His Holy Spirit within a whole new generation of young people, like He did when I got saved in the
1960s.” Bob recalled the Jesus Movement that swept the
country and resulted in hundreds of thousands of young
men and women accepting Christ—some of whom are
now Calvary Chapel pastors and leaders.
Bob concluded, “God has His own ways of bringing a
fresh spiritual revolution to our country. He’ll find people
who are free of the fear of man and full of the love of God.
I sincerely believe there will be a fresh revival. God’s love
for our world has not diminished in the least.”

Prayer & Fasting Guide

Visit ccboise.org for a
downloadable comprehensive
guide on prayer and fasting.
Plus download their free app.

“We talk about what’s going wrong in the
culture, yet we keep adapting to it.”
Pastor Bob Caldwell
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