LIVING BY
FAITH

IN TRYING
TIMES

IN THE MIDST
OF TRIALS,
GOD’S
PROMISES
STAND FIRM

Above: A man places a U.S. flag at a memorial site for the victims of
a shooting massacre in San Bernardino, CA.
Photo by Ed Compean

Left: On the southeast corner of Waterman Avenue and Orange
Show Road in San Bernardino, CA, a quarter-mile from the
terroist attack, people lit candles and placed other items as a
memorial for shooting victims.
Story by Debra Smith
Photos by Steve Shambeck, unless otherwise noted

Janice Orate anxiously watched the news about a shooting at the
Inland Regional Center in San Bernardino, CA—a center for those
with developmental disabilities. Her nephew, Michael Wetzel, was
a supervising environmental health specialist for the county, and
no one had heard from him since the shooting began that morning, December 2, 2015. The 450 people inside the Center had been
hurriedly evacuated, many without personal belongings and even
phones. Maybe he was being interviewed by officials, she thought.
But if Michael, a 37-year-old father of six, was all right, wouldn’t he
find a way to relay a message to his family?
His wife, Renee, went to the scene and learned that Michael’s name
was on the list of casualties.
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“It was horrific,” recalled Janice, whose husband Jim pastors CC Rancho Cucamonga, CA. Renee collapsed into
Jim’s arms, sobbing. “We were both experiencing so many
emotions,” she recalled. “The shock of Michael being so
young, and that this was due to a terrorist attack …” her
voice trailed off. “I called my brother [Michael’s father]—
and what do you say?”
Michael was one of 14 fatalities, at least three of which
had close connections with Calvary Chapels. More than
20 others were injured in the attack by county worker Syed
Farook and his wife, Tashfeen Malik, Islamic jihadists who
had apparently been plotting their rampage since 2013.

MOURN WITH THOSE WHO MOURN

“There’s so much trauma in so many families,” Janice commented. “It’s hard to see what God is doing right now. But
I’m thankful I have not heard anyone blaming it on God.
I can say confidently that God is good, and He didn’t do
this. Yet when God says, ‘Vengeance is Mine, I will repay’
(Romans 12:19b), I’m faced with a challenge. It’s a test of
the heart not to let hatred well up. I’ve had to surrender
those feelings again and again and ask the Lord to help me
pray. I can’t see what yet, but I know God will do something to redeem good from this evil.”
“But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God
meant it for good.” Genesis 50:20a
A Testimony for Christ
Michael had come to Christ seven years prior during a
devastating divorce. Later, “He met his beautiful wife,
Renee, and Jim performed their wedding,” Janice shared.
“From the beginning, Michael brought Renee to church
where she also dedicated her life to the Lord. They strived
to raise their kids in the ways of the Lord as well and participated in a parenting class their church provided.” Janice remembered, “Together they enjoyed teaching the 4and 5-year-old class at Sunday school. They also served in
the meals ministry, taking meals to families in need.” She
added that Michael was not at all afraid to share his faith
in Christ.
Believers and non-believers worldwide have responded
with prayer and financial gifts. Pastor Jim said that seeing
God provide has ministered to the Wetzels and their entire
extended family. He said, “I don’t think people watching
will be able to deny that God is real. But what they do with

that knowledge is up to them.” Jim preached at Michael’s
memorial service about “Christ in you, the hope of glory”
(Colossians 1:27b), that Christ’s presence doesn’t keep His
followers from pain on this sin-cursed earth, but it does
give hope of a glorious future with the Lord. Jim added,
“I must also live the Word and simply hug and cry with
people. Sometimes we say too much. But it’s God’s Spirit
who impresses truth on people’s hearts.” As Ecclesiastes 3
says, there is “a time to keep silence, a time to speak, and
a time to mourn” (verse 7b, 4b).
A Gentle Boldness
Two days after the attack, Stephen Cserhalmi of CC Chino
Valley, CA, and two others were en route to a mosque in
Southern California to share Christ. “We couldn’t find the
mosque,” recalled Stephen, who was a missionary in the
Islamic world for 13 years and serves at the church. “I was
praying, ‘Lord, if Satan is trying to blind us, please remove
the distraction.’ We still couldn’t find it, so we went to a
different mosque.” Pulling up, the believers saw media
reporters, cameras, and police officers. “We realized this
was the mosque the man and his wife [who conducted the
attack] had attended,” Stephen explained. “By God’s providence, He had led us—‘He who opens and no one shuts,
and shuts and no one opens’” (Revelation 3:7b).
The men stationed themselves on public property just
outside the parking lot and began offering free Gospels
of John in Arabic and English to each vehicle exiting. One
of them held a sign declaring, “We love Muslims and pray
for your salvation.” Stephen commented, “Many Muslims
are feeling anger and hatred from Westerners right now.
When Christ’s people say, ‘We love you and care for your
souls,’ it’s a shock.” Soon the imam, or mosque leader, approached and began instructing the drivers not to accept;
the people duly obeyed. “But since the Qur’an refers to the
Gospel as a heavenly book from God,” Stephen said, “my
brother in Christ asked the imam why he was telling them
not to take a holy book.” At first the imam didn’t want to
talk, and they didn’t press him.
They stayed, quietly offering tracts. “A conversation began
to open up with the imam,” Stephen said. “I was able to ask
him what he believed Christians believe about God. I got
to clarify that we follow one God who is Father, Son, and
Spirit; not Father, Son, and Mary”—a common Muslim
misperception of the Trinity, Stephen explained. “It was

Left: Church prayer teams, including Harvest Christian Fellowship of Riverside, CA, were on hand to comfort
mourners at a memorial for victims of the terrorist attack. The public came to mourn, write prayers, light candles,
and leave flowers to remember those killed and injured in the attack.
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Above: Rhonda Hodges, center, from Harvest Christian Fellowship, Riverside, CA, leads of group of mourners in
prayer at a memorial site for victims of the December 2, 2015, terrorist attack. Photo by Ed Compean

exciting because not only did this imam hear truth, but so
did two police officers standing there.”
A few months earlier, on the Muslim holiday of Eid ulAdha in September 2015, Stephen’s combined emphasis
on gentleness, respect, and boldness brought a similar response in a public park. When an imam approached his
group angrily over their witness, Stephen directed the believers not to fight for their rights but instead to honor the
man’s demand and quit mingling with picnickers. Later,
as Stephen silently walked and prayed through the park, a
Muslim gentleman invited him to sit with his family. The
man apologized to Stephen for the imam’s words. Stephen
said, “I got to share the Gospel with them for an hour and
a half. Eid ul-Adha, which means Feast of Sacrifice, celebrates God calling Abraham to sacrifice his son but then
providing a substitute sacrifice on the mountain. I shared
how this pointed forward to Christ—God actually sacrificing His Son as a substitute for us. He disagreed about
the fulfillment, but that’s ministry: planting and watering seeds. God has commanded us to preach the Word,
whether or not we’re the ones who reap. If we don’t reach
them, who will?”
Responding in Time
Senior Pastor David Rosales of CC Chino Valley supports
ministering to victims in the community. He explained,
“We believe that if we are in the Word, worshipping, sharing Christ, and loving people, it will be expressed in a variety of ways.” He added, “One is concern for others through
missions and acts of compassion. … Out of that grew an
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interest in serving the hurting through chaplaincy.” David
encourages his staff members to pray about chaplaincy
training. As a result, several staff members have served
in the fire and police chaplaincies, including Compassion
Minister Joe McTarsney.
Joe, a Chino fire chaplain since 2011, was working at the
church when he received a call from his dispatcher on the
day of the shooting; he immediately responded. Joe added,
“I’m thankful that my pastor and wife and children have
freed me to serve as a chaplain.”
Joe and fellow chaplains arrived to find hundreds of evacuees lined up to be interviewed by officials. “It was a highly
charged atmosphere,” Joe shared. “We saw first responders, SWAT vehicles, canines, officials from Homeland Security and the FBI, and officers with their guns out.” After their interviews, witnesses were released to chaplains.
Chaplains listened to people’s stories, prayed with many,
and escorted them to meet family and friends. “People
were collapsing into the arms of family members, tears
running down their faces at being reunited,” Joe recalled.
“It’s a blessing to be made available to care for people in
times of devastation. In Scripture, I see Christ doing that:
He was a man of compassion, acquainted with grief and
sorrow. I believe we should follow His example.”
But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with
compassion for them, because they were weary and
scattered, like sheep having no shepherd.
Matthew 9:36

